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Letter Lxxii. 

t>r. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 

DRDN May 26th, 17354 

JL E W marc aim Ember, a bout Ann oui* 
Ah go, lire it Slim Ann glow Ann Glee, I 
nim it ay fhuri off Ewers. Butt If here they 
tare mift £aks. I few fine day nigh, Eye 
may Kit mire eak qiieft Tom end dumb.- 
They'll aid Eyes Name Lee Mad damn 
Harry Son, White Whey, Sigh Cann air 
ray dye Two join new, Sow add Yew Too 
Vol. VI. B Ale 
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.Ale even, Ewer Mow Stumble Add my 
- rare 

THOUGH MASS SHE RID ANN. 

Meath ay two went he Sick'ft, 

Wan thou Sand Say vain Hun dread &c. 

Tooth ay Revere End Dock tore Jo Na- 
than Dray Peer, Gull Liver, Inn They 
Dane a wry. 

LETTER LXXIII. 
* Lord OXFORD to Dr. SWIFT. 

GOOD Mr. DEAN, Dover-ftreet, June 19, 1735* 

I COULD not fuffer Mr. jfeib to pafs 
into Ireland withe ut giving you the trouble 
of reading a few lines from your humble 
fervant, to enquire how you do, and to re- 
turn you many thanks for your kind remem- 
brances of me in your letters to my good 
friend Mr. Pope. I am much concerned for 
the account you give in your late letter to 
him of the ftate of your own health. I 
fhould think that the change of air, and 
feeing fome of your remaining friends you 

have 
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feaVe left in this ifland, would be of fefvicS 
to you, at leaft to entertain and amufe you t 
as for any other agreeable view I cannot pre- 
tend to flatter you fo far as that you muft 
expeft any; that is over* as I believe you 
know very well ; but as I know you to be a 
truly good-natured man, I hope you will 
come over ; for I aflure you it will be an in- 
finite fatisfadtion and pleafure to your friends 
to embrace you here. If this motive will 
not do, I do not know what argument to 
make ufe of. 

I troubled you laft year with an account 
of the difpofal of my daughter : it has in 
every point anfwercd our expectations and 
wifhes. 1 was in hopes I (hould have beeri 
able to have given you an account that my 
daughter was fafely brought to-bed : we ex- 
pedt it every day. My wife is pretty welf- 
defires your acceptance of her humble fer* 
vice : (he, among others, would be very 
glad to fee you here. My uncle, the audi- 
tor, is in a very ill ftate of health : I am 
afraid he cannot laft very long : his fon has, 
this fpring, put to WeftminJler-fchGol two 
fons ; he has three more and a daughter. 
Mr. Thomas Har ley has had the gout; but 
he is better, and is at his feat in Hereford* 
" ■ „ • B z (hire. 
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Jkire. The duke of Leeds is returned from' 
bis travels a fine gentleman, and has im- 
ported none of the fopperies and fooleries 
jof the countries he has paft through. My 
nephew Robert Hay travelled with the duke, 
and is come home untainted, but much im- 
proved : he is returned to Oxford to follow 
his ftudies ; he defigns for holy orders. My 
two youngeft nephews are flill at Wejlmin- 
Jier-fchool. Lord Dupplin has not yet got 
an employment ; but lives upon hopes and 
promifes. My fifter lives in Tori/hire with 
her daughters, as well as fhe can, confider- 
ing the times, &c. &c. Now I afk your 
pardon, dear Sir, for faying fb much of fa- 
mily affairs; but as you are a good man, 
and have always wifhed my family well, I 
have ventured to be thus impertinent to 
give you the ftate of it. Mailer Pope is 
pretty well : he is under perfecution from 
Cur/j who has, by fome means, (wicked 
ones moffc certainly) got hold of fome of 
Popes private letters, which he has printed, 
and threatens more. We are in fo free a 
ftate, that there is no remedy againft thefo 
evils. 

It is now time to releafe you from this 
'dull paper : but I mud afTure you, what I 

hope 
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hope you know already, that I am, witfi 
true refpett and efteem, Sir, your mod 
obliged and moft faithful humble fervant, 

OXFORD. 

Pleafe to be fo good as to make my com- 
pliments to lord Orrery. 

LETTER LXXIV. 
Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 

SIR, June, 1735. 

JL SUPPOSE you are now angle ling with 
your tack ling in a purr ling ftream or pad 
ling and fay ling in a boat, or fad ling your 
ftum ling horfe with a fap ling in your 
hands, and fnare ling at your groom, or 
fet ling your affairs, or tick ling your cat, 
or tat ling with your neighbour Price ; not 
always Toy ling in your fchool. This Dryes 
ling weather we in Dub ling are glad of a 
Dump ling, and Bab ling is our dare Kng. 
Pray do not look as cow ling at me when I 
come, but get a fat ling for my dinner, or 
go a fowl ling for fill ling my belly. I hope 
none of your Townsfojks are Bub ling you : 
Jiave you a Bow ling Green at Cavan ? I 

B 3 have 
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.have been ill cf my old Ay ling, and yet 
you fee I am now as crib ling. Can you 
buy me an am ling Nag ? I am bat; ling for 
health, and juft craw ling out. My Break- 
faft is cut ling sand fugar to cure the Curd 
ling of my blood; My new Summer coat is 
Cock ling already, and I am call ling for my 
old one. I am cob ling my riding fhoes * 
and cur l.ng my riding periwig* My maids 
hens keep fuch a Cack ling, and Chuck / ng, 
that I fcarcc know what 1 write. My mare 
is juft foe ling, for which my Groom is.'. 
jgrumm ling and grow ling, while the othejr . 
fervants are gob ling and gut ling, and thq? 
maids Gigg ting, and the dogs how ling.1: 
My Bung ling Taylor was tip ling from*.?:, 
morning to night. Do you know Drive liug'Ji 
.Doll with her Drab ling tail, and drag l:ng% 
petticoat, and gog ling eyes ; always gag lin&ti 
like a goofe, and hob ling to the ale-hcKfj£j* 
har^d ling a Mug and quarry ling and fqucsb* 
ling with Porters, or row ling in the ken^. 
ptj ? I bought her a muzzle ling Pinner* 

* As Dr. Swift was, on all occafions, fond of waljf r '■';; 
ing, he always woic ftrong jack fpatterdalhe3, whiiS^'r 
be could flip oft* as foon as he aiiglued from his horfe ; "• 
and, to match thefc fpatterdames, he had (hoes ftrong- * 
in proportion, to bear the dirt and weather ', but he . 
ftcycr wore bpots. 

Mr, 
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Mr. Wall walks the flrects with his ftrlg 
ling boy, in his {ham ling gait, as cuff ling 
for the wall, and juft ling all he meets. I 
faw his wife with her pop Kng gown, Pill 
ling oranges, and pick ling cucumbers. Her 
eyes are no longer Spark ling* you may find 
her twat ting with the neighbours, her nofe 
jtrick ting, and fpawl ling the floor, and 
then fmug ting her hufband. 

A Lady whofe underftanding was fing ling 
me out as a Wit ling or rather a fuck Knz 9 
j2ls if (he were tick ling my fancy, tang ling 
me with queftions, \t\\ting me many ftories, 
her tongue toe ling like a clapper ; fays (he, 
an old man's dare ling is better than a young 
man's War ling. I liked her dad ling and 
plain deal ling : ihe was as wife as a goes 
Zing or a duck ting, yet fhe counted upon 
gull ling and grave ting me. Her maid 
was hack ling flax and humm ling her mi- 
ftrefs, and how ting in the Irifh manner : I 
was fool ting and fiddle ling and fade ting an 
hour with them. We hear Tifdall is pufs 
ling the Curates, or mud ting in an ale-houfe, 
or muff ling his chops, or rump ting his 
Band, or mum ting fongs, though he be 
but a mid ling verfifyer at beft, while his 
.wife in her Mac ling lace is mull ling claret, 

84 to 
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%o make her hufband Maud ling, or mill 
ling chocolate for her brcakfaft, or raft ling 
in her filks, Qf net ling her fpoufe, or nurfe 
ling and fwill ling her grandchildren and a 
year ling calf, or oyl ling her pimple ling 
face, or fet Hng her head drefs, or ftif ling 
a f— to a fizz ling, or boy ////g- fowins for 
fupper, or pew ling for the death of her Kit 
ling, or over rue ling the poor Doftor. As 
to Madame yotre femme, I find (he has 
teen coup ling her daughters ; I wifh (he 
were to live upon £ Cod ling or a Chit or 
ling. She has as mile ling countenance, 
which is yet better than as well ling belly : 
I wifti (he were to go a bull ling and begin 
with a bill ling, and then go to hick ling. 
She hath been long as cram ling for power, 
and would fain be a fond Zing, and delights 
in a Fop lipg, when (he (hould be fur ling 
her fails, and fill ling her belly, or game 
ling about Cavan, or Gall ling her company. 
Why do not you fet her a truck ling with 
ft vengeance, and ufe her like an under ling > 
and (lop her ray ling, rat ling rang ling be- 
haviour? I would cure her ram ling and 
rum ling; but, you are fpy ling all, by rig 
fing into her favour, and are afraid of rufF 
ling h$r. I hear you are fell Hng yoar 

timber 
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timber at Quilca : you love to have a fee 
ling of money, which is a grove ling temper 
in you, and you are for (hove ling it up like 
a Lord ling, or rather like a Star ling. I 
fuppofe now you are vail ling your bonnet to 
every Squire. I wifh you would grow a 
World ling y and not be (trow ling abroad, 
nor always (hake ling yourfelf at home. Can 
I have (table ling with you for my horfe ? 
Pr?y keep plain wholefome table ling for 
your boys, and employ your maids in teaz 
ling cloth and reel ling yarn, and unravle ling 
thread without ftay ling it. Set the boys a 
race ling for diverljon ; fet the fcullion a rifl 
ling the cinders without rife ling them. Get 
fome fcrub to teach the young boys their 
fpell lingy an4 the cow-boy to draw fmall 
fceer without (bill ling or pall ling it : have 
no more pifs to ling lads : Employ yourfelf 
in nay ling your broken (tools. Whip all 
the libel ling rogues who are IqII ling out • 
their tongues, and kind ling quarrels, aqd 
rave eye ling their fchool-fellows, and (lick 
ling with their feniors, and fnuff ling in a 
Jeer, and (braw ling on the fchool walls, 
and (cut ling to the pye-houfe, and yawl ling 
fLtid yell ling to frighten little children, and 
fowl ling the houfe for mifchicf fake, and 

grapg 
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grape ling with the girls. Pray take care 
of fpy ling your younger daughters, or fty 
4ing them Pets *. 

LETTER LXXV. 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 

Ah Mifs cell a knee. 

DEAR SIR, Cavan, June 23, 1735. 

I RECEIVED your letter with the for- 
midable accounts of your Lings, no lefs than 
160 in afh hole, enough to bear down awe 
hale. What a Change Ling was I to prove 
oak yew by Grove Ling in the dark as I 
did ? I (hould rather have minded the Cop 
Ling of Timber for an old houfe, which I 
am two reap air. I am now dale Ling with 
a March aunt for boards, a Droll Ling Logg 
or he add. His nay mifs <bSg ter, It hinc. 
Buy thefe aim to ken his toll a fat Lin<r 
lamb from our Butt chair. This fent hence 
I feris ad I fi culti an dume me quit o ut 
buy awl it ell ftudij. Now fora new e fi 

* The term Pet,, which is a contraction of the 
Trench Petite^ figniiiej* a favourite. It is here marked 
with a note of rep roba'.ioa. 

Ayle. 
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,ftyle. *Eu vu"hu $vq firjviv £c to Dye a blefi 

Inn Fern ale, bee caufe ftand French. A 

eye 

Very good name for fue chaw help meet. 

Mice cool encreafes and wood fafter, butt 
that Eye will not a bait of my rates. Eye 
heave Ralph ufed a bpve as core all ray dye. 
I do not yet hear of Mafter Lucas from 
Caftle Shane, for whom I have agreed, and 
have kept a room. If you fee Dr. Coghill, 
perhaps he may refolve you what I have to 
depend upon, that I may not refufe another 
in his place. I wifli with all my foul you 
were here before my chickens and ducks 
outgrow the proper feafon ; as for the geefe, 
they have ceafed to be green, and are now 
old enough to fee the world, which they do 
as far as our river will let them fayle com-* 
modioufly. 

Our mutton is the beft I ever tafted, fo is 
our beef, our troutjs, our pheafants, particu* 
larly the eels, Dear fir, I am almoft per- 
fuaded that the journey hither will* not only 
remove your diforder, but the good air will 
alfo get you a ftomach, and of confequence 
new fiefli, and good health. Your little 
ftarts to the country from Dublin^ only make 
vour lungs play cjuicker, to draw in more of 

, 7 ? our 
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your city poifon ; whereas being here with 
me in the midft of Arabia Felix, you draw 
in nothing but balfamick aromatick air, the 
meaneft odour of which is that of our bean 
bloflbm and lily of the valley. Every one 
fwears who looks on my face, that I am 
grown already ten years younger, and this I 
am almoft perfuaded to believe, becaufe I 
labour more than ever, drink lcfs, fee fewer 
company, and have abundantly more ipirits. 
Mrs. Sheridan began her athletic gambols 
by cuffing and kicking one of the maids; 
for which I gave the wench money before 
her miftrefs, with inftru&ions to kick and 
cuff again ; which had the effedt intended. 
We have been quiet ever fince. 

I have almoft finiihed a walk of half a 
mile for you, and now it is ready for a coat 
pf coarfe gravel ; for 1 cannot afford a roll- 
ing-ftone; fo that my garden walks will 
require a ftrong pair of German (hoes. To 
my great grief I hear that my lord Orrery is 
Janded, and I fear will not be in Dublin at 
my Angujl vacation. You are too happy 
\vhile he i$ in Dublin for me to inveigle you 
from thence with all the charms of our Ely- 
Jium. What would I give that fome necro- 
jnanccr would fet you both down at Cavatt 

• upon 
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tipon an eafy cloud, while niy good wino 
lafts ? If you would think it proper to let 
five dozen of my MuIIans wine come down 
for yourfclf, I do not think it would be 
amifs ; for I have a good cool cellar for it, 
I befeech you to let me know the day yoi* 
intend to fet out, that I may meet you at Vir- 
ginia-, and be pleafed to be there on a Satur- 
day. 

You give me a great deal of good advice 
in your letter, for which I return you my 
hearty thanks, and I wifli with all my foul 
I could take it as eafily as you give it ; but 
alas, I muft fay as Tajo did in a letter to 
his friend Antonio ConJ/antini, II configlio 
di V. S. e ottimo$ ma io conolco grandiflima 
difficolta neir efeguire lo. 

Dodtor was a fool to trouble himfelf 

about his rampant daughter; for he may be 
afTured, although he fecures her from the 
prefent lover, fince the love- fit is upon her, 
/he will try either his butler or coachman. 
And poor fprig of Ajh \ pity. He may now 
mourn in fackcloath and AJhes. I fuppofe 
he is fo much -^aimed, that he is worn 
away to Ajh add dough : Vefey % it feems, 
was Ajh Harper, and played him Ajh bitten 
trick. He muft have been Ajh allow fellow, 

to 
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to lofc that beautiful Trollop (o eafily; I 
beg pardon, I fhould have faid (6 Veafily. 
If he had been Ajh hay rid Ann, he would 
not have loft her fo eafily. 

It is the fafhion here, among all manner 
of parties, to drink the Drapier's health. 
The reafon I give you this caw fhun is, 
that you may not Ralph ufe it, when you 
come among us. 

Ibis fee itch yew torn eak my come Plea 
meant to Mrs. JVbiteivay^ and tell her no 
one in Ireland fhall be more welcome to my 
houfe ; do not fail to hawl her down with 
you, I can billet her at a relation's houfe ; 
and (he cau live and joke with us the bed 
of the day. Pray let me know her refolu- 
tion, that I may fettle my mind accord- 
ingly. 

My mxt to you fhall be in verfe, and 
what you little think of; nor is it to be 
wondered, becaufe I declare folemnly, I am 
an utter ftranger to what I intend, either a9 
to meafure, rhyme, diftion or thought. 
May all happinefs attend you. I am, dear 
Sir, with all refpeft, your moft obedient 
and very humble fervant^ 

THOMAS SHERIDAN. 



LETTER LXXVI. 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFTV 

DEAR SIR, July 5*hr i73S« 

I RECEIVED your two receipts, i.e. 
race eats* or ray feats, and as foon as I can 
hear of Higinbothom, he (ball' get you the 
money. The bifliop of Killmore has ordered 
him to get up all he can for him in the 
firft place ; for you muft know that the bi- 
fliop has my bond for the rent due to him, 
together with the fine, when I renewed 
with him the laft February. This made me 
two hundred and eighty pounds in his debt. 
—The moment I can raife the Devil among 
the tenants, I will fecure your poor money. 
At prefent I have not a foufe but a guinea 
and an half, till fome bird of paflage brings 
me fome. You muft know that I have 
lately been be-Sheridan'd. A damnable 
rogue, one William Sheridan, coufin to 
copnfellor Sheridan, has run away three- 
fcore and fix pounds in my debt. He wa* 
tenant to Drumcor and Bleny-cup, part of 
the lands which I fold you. I writ to coun- 
cilor CaUaghan about him, and he tells me 

that 
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that I muft cjcdt him legally before I caii fe£ 
to another, although I have no diftrefs oil 
the land, but two acres of growing wheat. 
The villain keeps within fix miles of this 
place, and will not give up his articles. One 
Smyths a rich grafier, would pay moft of his 
arrear to get into the lands now. I fent tb 
Mr. Hale for an ejectment and a writ, but 
hear nothing of it. I befeech you to let 
him have Sberidaris article and Carters 
bond, which you have among the papers I 
gave you, that he may {hew them to coun^ 
fellor Robert Callaghan \ for it was to him I 
writ. Be pleafed to fend me a letter of at- 
torney to receive your rents of Marahills i 
Drumcor, and Bleny-cup ; and to fet the two 
latter at forty-two pounds a year, which 
was the rent payable by that run-away vil- 
lain. You cannot lofe, but I muft be con- 
tent to lofe forty-fix pounds. Now a pox 

of all lofles. To bufinefs more material. 

Eye rage hoife X C Dingley tuff Hind 
mile Order or Eyes top Afs awe interr inn 
Dubb Line ann damn well play faid two fine 
dimn inn afs teat off Mare he meant : AH 
afs Ice he knot afs mile inn knack wart her 
Thefc Quires he rare fow flow eye call. 
Ann they par Suns fow dam nab lye inn fup 

port 
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fx>rt able Eye cann knot bay rum. O'er 
ay Rum (Sea dye two wan) ay rue awe vye 
car, O raw pray bend Harry, O rack Yew 
rat. Know fea fee, butt adge, ufe't is fack 
woe rum. Ho ! Rum I Hah ! Rum ! Ho I 
Rum! fay dye. 

I have no news from our parts, but that 
my man Pat (upon defiring him to filence 
our dog) faid, By my foul, Sir, he would 
bark if his head were cut off. He prefents 
his humble fervice to your Jo. For God's 
fajce come as foon as you can poflibly, while 
our weather and every thing is good* I 
am, dear Sir, your moil obedient humble 
fervant, 

THOMAS SHERIDAN. 

LETTER LXXVII. 
Lord HOWTH to Dr. SWIFT. 

Kill fane, July 6th, 1735. 

1 AM very much obliged to my good dean 
of St. Patricks for the honour he did me in 
fitting for his pidture; and have wrote to 
Dr. Grattan to give Mr. Bindon drift charge 
in the finifliing of it : and when that is 
done to bring it to his houfe, for fear I 
Vol. VI. C ihould 
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fhould get a copy inftead of the original. I 
am very much concerned at the account you 
give me of your health,- but don't in the 
leaft doubt but the change of air would be 
of fervice to you, and a moft hearty wel- 
come you may be fure of. The archbifhop 
of Cajbel told me he would wait on you the 
day after he went to Dublin; and does 
mightily admire he has not feen you oftener. 
I have taken your advice, and kept very good 
hours fince I came laft here. Every fecond 
day I am out fix or feven hours an otter 
hunting. As to reading and working, my 
wife obferves your dire&ions: and could 
wifh (he would do the fame as to exercife* 
She defires me to tell you that the liking 
fhe has to the Baboon * is out of the true 
regard fhe has for you, he being one of your 
greateft favourites. Your giant -f- will ufe 
her endeavours to make lord Bacon a liar, 
and inftead of adding two inches to her 
height, would be very well fatisfied to part 

* The bifhop of Ojfcry fo called. 

Could you fee his grim, for a pound to a penny, 
You'd fwear it mull be the Baboon of Kilkenny. 

Vid. Swift's Poem on the Bifhops. 

t Mifs Rice, an exceeding tall young lady, and niece 
to my lord Houtb. 

with 
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with four. I am very forry Mrs. Ache/on is 
fo much out of order : fh'e is one I have a 
great regard for ; and fhall defire the fa- 
vour of you to give my wife's fervice and 
taiine to her, and lady Achejbn, when you fee 
them. I thank God my family and I are 
very well. Some time this Summer I defign 
drinking Ballifpellin waters for a month. 
As for news we have no fuch thing here : 
only the Baboon has done his vifitation ; 
that is, he goes into the churches and looks 
about, then afks the tumbler Sties how long 
they have been coming ? * So long, fays Sikes± 
Aye, replies the Baboon, and we (hall be 
as long going back; fo mounts his horfe 
and away. Who durft fay the church is in 
danger when we have (b good bifhops ? My 
wife and all here join in their kind fervice 
to the Drapier. I am, good Mr. Dean, your 
moil allured and affectionate humble fer- 

vanti 

HOWTH. 
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LETTER LXXVIIL 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 



U 



DE ARMIS TER DE AN, Julij 15, 1735. 

RIT tome fum time ago an diam redito 
anfer it thus. A lac a de mi illinc, ducis in 
it, is notabit fit fora de an ; it is more fit 
fora puppi. I lufit toti. Irritato ripam flet 
an Di&i toral e ver ibit. Die is abeft. Die 
is a ferpenti fe. Die is a turdi fe. Die is 
a fartor. Die is pifti fe. Die is a vix en. 
Die is as qui ter in nafti fufti mufti cur. Die 
is arantur. Die is ab a boni fe. Sed Ito 
Didti cantu cum in as a dans in mas ter 
an dans ab ori ora minuet. Da me I fido 
fed Die. Quis mi ars fe diu puppi. Ure as 
turdi rufi an fed I. Ure a tori villa in fed 
Die. Ure fit fora gallus fed I ; an dumc 
dia dans in. Ure aras calli cur fed Die. 
Didli fed I ure regis a farto me. 

Tanti vi fed I tanti vi 
Hi fora Die in apri vi. 

Ime Die as te mas amo ufe foralis angor. I 
re colle&a piper, fed I, an dat rumpetur, 
an da fume cur, an ad rumor, an das qui 

re, 
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re, an ab lac a more in ure cum pani, an da 
de al more me ac in a gefto uti. It is ali 
ad a me fed Die, as furas iftinc. Senfucazfo 
I caeno more. 

I cum here formo ni. Itis apparent I 
canta ve mi macrent, mi tenentis tardi. I 
curfim e veri de nota peni cani res. I ambit. 
Mi ftomachis a cor morante ver re ad ito 
digefta me ale in a minute. I eat nolam, 
noram, no dux, I gencrali eat a quale car- 
bone dedat fuper an da qualis as fine abit as 
arabit. I es ter de 1 eat atro ut at abit. De 
vilis in mi a petite. A cruftis mi de lite. 
(I neu Eumenides ago eat tuenti times more) 
As unde I eat offa buccas fatas mi arfis. 
O nam unde I eat fum pes. A tu es de I 
cat apud in migra num edit. A venis de I 
eat fum pafti. Pofl: de notabit. Afri de 
abit ab re ad. A Satur de fum tripes. 

Luis is mus ter in an armi an de fines 
carri in it as far as I tali, fum fe germani. 
It do es alarum mus ; De vel partum. I 
fani nues is fito ritu me dire&o me at cava 
fli Virgini a. Mifer vice tomi da ter an, 
Capta in rtri, Dodtor de lanij A Major Folli 
ut ; an mi complemeato mi de arqiis treffes, 
efpeciali WRLL. 

I aeiat ure re verens his cervice 
fore ver an de ver. 

C3 
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LETTER LXXIX. 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dj. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, July 16th, 1735. 

X RECEIVED your twenty pounds from 
lord Lanejburough's agent yefterday, and it 
travels to you from this on Saturday next, 
by one John Donaldfon, one of our nobility. 
You will get it, I believe, on Monday. You 
have nothing to fay to the 280/. you men- 
tion. That is, as I told you, the fine and 
rent of Drumlane> which I owe the bifliop, 
and which will be paid him Auguft 26th, 
I cleared off the rent which I owed him for 
your purchafe, the other day, or I fhould 
have fent your poor money, poor as I am, 
before this. Now are you fatisfied that I 
am not negligent or giddy ? But what, in 
the name of God, is the matter with you 
to delay fo long ? Can I overfee my work- 
men and a fchool too ? If you will not come 
and take your charge in hand, I muft em- 
ploy fome body elfe. There is a long walk 
begun : ftones a drawing home for an ad- 
dition to my houfe : the fchool-houfe re- 
paired at the charge of the county : a gravel 

" walk 
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walk from the market crofs to my houfe, at 
the town's expence : item % a gravel walk by 
the river, which will all require your at- 
tendance. As you were a good and faithful 
overfecr of my improvements at $uilca y I am 
willing to employ you rather than another ; 
therefore I expedt your anfvver immediately, 
for the fummer is flying off apace. My lord 
Orrery writ to me, that he would come from 
Munjler to fee me foon ; if you will but have 
the prudence to be here, you may have a 
fair opportunity of recommending yourfelf 
to him ; and I (hall, perhaps, give you the 
chara&er of a vigilant overfeer, if I find you 
be not altered fince you were laft in my fer- 
vice. 

Now to be ferious. I (hall fend you fome 
venifon foon. You fhall know next Monday 
when it fets out ; and you are to difpofe of 
it thus : 

To Dr. Hel/ham, four cuts. 

Dr. Delany, four. 

Mrs. He/Jbam, one and a half. 

Mrs. Whiteway> ditto. 

Lady Achefon, becaufe of her good fto- 

mach, three fcruples. 
Mr. Wcrral) a pound and a quarter. 

C 4 Pray 
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Pray let them be all wrapt up in clean pa- 
per, and flnt to the feveral abovementioned 
perfons. Dine upon the reft with your own 
company. 

I have got you a mare, a very eafy trotter: 
{he fhall go up with the venifon. Whether 
{he will be fhy at your city objects, I know 
not : here (he is not in the leaft. Your beft 
way will be to let your fervant ride her. 
She is one of my own rearing, fprung of a 
"good-natured family. If you like, (he cofts 
you nothing but a low bow when you come 
to Cavgn. I have a chaife juft finifhed to 
the lining, in Dublin, made by a man fo 
much in my debt : it will be your beft way 
to come down in it. 1 tell you a project I 
have, which I believe will do : my fcholars 
are to clubb and build me a little library in 
my garden. The lime and ftones (free- 
ftone) are in my own fields, and building 
is dog-cheap here. 

1 befeech you let me know ho\v foon you 
will be here, that all things may be to your 
heart's defire : fuch venifon ! fuch mutton ! 
fuch fmall beer ! fuch chickens ! fuch but- 
ter ! fuch trouts ! fuch pouts ! fuch ducks ! 
fuch beef! fuch fi(h ! fuch eels ! fuch tur- 
]de$ ! fuch fields ! fuch groves ! fuch lakes ! 

fuch 
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fuch ladies ! fuch fruit ! fuch potatoes ! fuck 
rafp-berries ! fuch billberries ! and fuch a 
boat as Mr. Hdmilton's, were never yet feen 
in any one country yet ! 

Owe for tune a toes knee me 'urn bone 
gnaw figh fhoe awe knower in't Cave Ann 
eye. 

God Almighty blefs you, and fend you 
fafe to our Efyjium. My fervice to Mrs. 
Wbiteway^ and to every body in "Dublin, 
man, woman, and child. I am, with all 
reipeft, your jnoft obedient and very humble 
fervant, 

THOMAS SHERIDAN. 

LETTER LXXX. 
Earl of ORRERY to Dr. SWIFT. 

Limerick, July 18, 1735- 

vyFF bre^k to fprced and, interrupted! 
Alas ! alas ! Bays quoth iTaith fimilegood a. 
Paris at Vi£toire de Place the round driving 
Berlin a of noife the like, brains my round 
rowl that head my in words of jumble of 
Icind a have I fo and : fex or perfon of di- 
ftindtion either without, about promifcu- 
oufly ears his lent nineteenth the but, noify 

very 
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very were which of eighteen, table at day 
to people nineteen were wc. 

Strong get cannot I when beer fmall with 
myfelf contenting ever, moon the with fa- 
tisfied be to learn will I but : again fun the 
fce never (hall we believe I $ fummer than 
winter like more much and, indeed weather 
terrible is this O. Phyfician a other the, 
divine a one, dodtors two the to fafhion and 
invention own my communicate will you 
hope and, Englijh writing of fample new a 
you offer here I, Latin writing x>f method 
new a me teach to kind fb been have you as 
but. Honour and atchievements of fearch 
in far thus come am and, Mancha la from 
out fet am I that know you let to is this. 
You to inconvenient be may writing that 
imagine I when it curb always will I, Dean 
Mr. Good, ' 

great fo ever be 
you from hear to defirfc 
My Let. 
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LETTER LXXXl. 

Mr. MOTTE toDr. SWIF t. 

HONOURED SIR, 

JL H A V E not had an opportunity of writ- 
ing to you other wife than by the poft for 
above a twelve-month, and though in that 
time I did trouble you with a letter or two 
relating to Mr. , Lancelot's bufinefs, yet I 
thought proper to mention only what re- 
lated to that particular, confidering I was 
then under the hands of the law, whence 
t was not difcharged till the laft day of the 
laft term. I don't doubt but you have heard 
before now, that Mrs. Barber was difcharged 
at the fame time. 

I defired, therefore, Mrs. Hyde * to deli- 
ver this to your own hand, and make bold 
to trouble you with an account of fome trans- 
actions which have happened within thefe 
two years, which I have long wifhed for 
the pleafure # of doing by word of mouth, in 
hopes my behaviour would be cxcufed at 
leaft (if not approved) by you, fhe aflurancc 
whereof 1 fhould receive with the utmoft fa- 
tisfa&ion. 

* Widow to Mr. Hyde, bookfcllcr in Dublin. 

Soon 
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Soon after Mr. Pilkington had received 
the twenty guineas you ordered me to pay 
him, the Life and C haradter was offered me, 
though not by his own hands, yet by his 
means, a,s I was afterwards convinced by 
many circumstances : one was, that he cor- 
rected the proof (heets with his own hand ; 
and as he laid he had feen the original of 
that piece, I could not imagine he would 
have fuffered your name to be put to it, if 
it had not been genuine. When I found, 
by your advertifementand the letter you were 
pleafed to write to me, that I had been de- 
ceived by him, I adted afterwards with more 
referve, and refufed a pamphlet about Nor- 
ton's will, which he pretended came from 
an eminent hand. It was bought afterwards 
by anqther bookfcller, who printed it, and 
Joft money by it. 

He could not forbear obferving my cold-* 
pefs, and applied to Mr. Gilliver about the 
copy of verfes for which we were all brought 
into trouble ; and, by the way, when once 
an affair was communicated to two perfons, 
it was not in the power of any one, how 
juft and faithful foever, to anfwer for its be- 
ing kept a fecret. It was published three 
months before it was takep notice of: and 

when 
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when the printer was taken up, and had 
named Gilliver as the bookfeller, and it was 
reported a warrant was out againft G. and 
he was likely to be apprehended next morn- 
ing, we two had a meeting over-night, arid 
I promifcd to take the advice of a gentleman 
of fenfe and honour, whofe name I did not 
mention to him, an4 to meet G. early the 
next morning at a certain tavern, to confult 
farther. Accordingly I went to a gentleman 
in Cori-Jlreet, and from thence to the tavern 
we had appointed to meet at, where, after 
I had waited above an hour, a meflage was 
fent me that I need ftay no longer, for Mr. 
G. was gone to Wejiminfler, and would not 
come. I went to fee him in the meflenger's 
hands ; but he was fo clofely watched by a 
couple of fharp fluts, the meflenger's daugh- 
ters, that I could fay nothing to him, but 
about indifferent matters. The confequence 
was, he was examined, and made a confef- 
fion, like poor Dr. Yalderis* of all that he 
knew, and more too ; naming Mr. Pilking- 
ton firft, and then myfelf ; which laft, as 
many people have told me, was unnecef- 
fary : only, as he before faid, he was re- 
folved, if he came into trouble, I fbould 
have a fharc of it, though I offered, in cafe 

he 
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he would not name me, that I would bear 
one half of his expences. This confcflioii 
of his, together with his bearing the cha* 
rafter of a wealthy man, expofed him to an 
information ; but as it was not my bufinefs 
to be induftrious in recollecting what pall 
ihree months before, I could not remember 
any thing that could aflfedt me or any body 
tlfe. 

I am forry for the trouble this has caufed 
to poor Mrs. Barber. I faw her the other 
day : {he was confined to her bed with the 
gout. She defired, when I wrote, that I 
would prefent her humble fervice to you. 

I would be glad to receive your direction* 
what I mud do with the two notes I have 
under Mr. Pilkingtons hand, of ten guineas! 
each. They were allowed by you in the laft 
account we fettled ; but whether you would 
pleafe they fhould be deftroyed or lent over 
to you, I am not certain. As for the {late 
of the account, as I have heard nQ exception! 
to it, I flatter myfelf you find it all right. 

Mr. Faulkner 9 s impreffion of four volumes 
has had its run. I was advifed that it was 
in my power to have given him and his 
agents fufiicient vexation, by applying to the 
law ; but that I could not fue him without 
2 bringing 
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ging your name into a court of jurtlccf* 
h abfolutely determined me to be paf* 
I am told he is about printing them 
B edition in twelves ; in which cafe I 
ibly hope you'll pleafe to lay your corn- 
els upon him (which, if he has any fenfe 
latitude, muft have the fame power as 
ijun&ion in chancery) to forbear fend- 
them over here. If you think this re- 
t to be reafonable, I know you will 
ply with it : if not, I fubmit. 
s we once had a meeting upon this 
r, and he may poflibly have mifrepre- 
&d the offers he then made me $ I beg 
e to allure you that his propofal was, 
I {hould have paid him a larger price 
the book than I could have had it 
ted for here in England*, and furejy I 
the fame right of printing them here, 
b had in Ireland, efpecially having bought 
paid for them. If he made any other 
r* I declare I mifunderftood him ; and I 
(ure, if I had complied with thofe terms* 
ould have been a laughing ftock to the 
>le trade. 

Ir. Pope has publifhed a fecond volume 
is poetical works, of which, I fuppofe, 
)as made you a prefent. I am furprized 

to 



( 3* ) 

to fee he owns fo little in the four volumes j 
and fpeaks of thefe few things as inconfider^ 
able. I am a ftranger to what part of the 
copy-money he received ; but you who know 
better, are a competent judge whether he 
deferved it. I always thought the Art of 
Sinking was his, though he there difowns it. 

CurJPs edition of Letters to and from Mr. 
Pope, I fuppofe you have feen. They were 
taken notice of in the houfe of lords ; and 
Curll was ruffled for them in a manner as, 
to a man of lefs impudence than his own, 
would have been very uneafy. It has pro- 
voked Mr. Pope to promife the world a ge* 
nuine edition, with many additions. 'Tis 
plain the rafcal has.- no knowledge of thofe 
Letters of yours that Ewin of Cambridge 
has. Few as they are, he would tack fome 
trafh to them, and make a five or fix {hil* 
ling book of them. 

The Perfian Letters have been well re- 
ceived, fo I chofe to fend them ; befides 
that, they make a convenient cover for this 
letter. 

Mr. Tooie, who defires me to prefent his 
moft humble fervice to you, acquainted me 
fome time ago of your intention to ercdt 
an Hofpital for Lunaticks and Idiots. I am 

glad 
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glad to find, by the news-papers, that fo 
coble a defign proceeds ; for befides the ge- 
neral benefit to mankind that is obvious to 
^Very body, I Am perfoaded there will be a 
particular one arife by your example ; name- 
ly, that you will lay down a fcheme which 
Will be a pattern for future founders of pub- 
lick hofpitals to prevent many of the vile 
abtiles which, in procefs of time, do creep 
into thofe foundations, by the indolence, 
ignorance, or knavery of the truftees. I have* 
feen fo many feandalous inftances of mifap- 
plications of that kind, as have raifed my 
indication fo, that I can hardly think upofl 
it with temper ; and I heartily congratulate 
you that a heart to beftow is joined in you 
with a head to contrive : and therefore, 
without any mercenary views (at the fame 
time not declining any inftance of your fa- 
vour) I would beg leave to fay, that as, while 
your thoughts are employed in this generous 
undertaking, you muft hecefiarily confider it 
in the light 1 have placed it in ; fo if you 
would pleafe to communicate thefe thoughts 
to the publick, you might poflibly give ufe- 
ful hints to perfons of fortune and benefi- 
cent intentions, though of inferior abilities. 
I heartily wifli you fuccefs in this and all 
Voi,, VI. D ©the/ 
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other your undertakings ; being, with graje- 
ful refpedl, Sir, your obliged and obedient 
humble fervant, 

B. MQTTE. 
London, July 31, 1735. 

Upon fecond thoughts, I have inclofcd 
Mr- Piliingtons two notes -, for I don't 
fee how they can poflibly be of any 
fervice to you on this fide the water. 

LETTER LXXXII. 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 

D E A R S I R % Auguft 13, 1735. 

jjECAUSE offome dropping young lads 
coming to me, and becaufe it was impof- 
iible for me to get any money before th« 
23d of this month, I could not fix my vaca- 
tion. Now I do. On Saturday fe'nnight, 
the 23d, I fet out for Dublin to bring yoi* 
home : and fo, without Ifs, Ands, and Ors, 
get ready before our fields be ftript of all 
their gaiety. I thank God, I have every 
good thing in plenty but money 3 and that, 
as affairs are likely to go, will not be my 
complaint a month longer. Belturbet fair 

will 
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Wl mate me an eriperor. 1 have all thid 
town, afid fix men of my own, at work at 
this jun<Sure, to make you a winter walk 
by the riter fide. 1 have railed mountains* 
of gravd, and diverted the river's courfe for 
that end — -—-Regis Opus, you will wonder 
And be delighted when you fee it. Your 
works at £{uilca are to be aft much irtferiof 
to ours here, as a fugar-loaf to in Egyptian 
pyramid. We had a county of Armagh rogue; 
one Mackay, hanged yefterday : Griffith the 
player never made fo merry an exit. He 
invited his audience the night before, with 
a promifc of giving them fueh a fpeech from 
the gallows as they never heard : and indeed 
he rfiade his Words good ; for no man wa* 
ever merrier at a chridenifig than he wasf 
upon the ladder: 

Whc« h* mounted to his proper height, 
he turned his face to each fide of the gal- 
lows, and faid, in a chearful manner, Hah, 
my friend, am I come to you at laft ! Then 
turning to the people, Gentlemen, you need 
not ftand fo thick, for the fartheft fliall hear 
toe as eafily as the rieareft. Upon this a 
fellow interrupted him, and afked him, Did 
he know any thing of a grey mare which 
Was ftolen from him ? Why, what if I 
D z fhould/ 
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fhould, would you pay for a mafs for my 
.foul ? Ay, by G — , faid the fellow, will I 
pay for feven. Why then, faid the criminal 
laughing, I know nothing of your marc* 
After this he entertained the company with 
two hours hiftory of his villainies, in a loud 
unconcerned voice. At laft he concluded 
with his humble fervice to one of the in- 
habitants of our town, defiring that he might 
give him a night's lodging, which was all 
he would trouble him for. He was not the 
kaft touched by any liquor ; but ibberly and 
intrepidly defired the hangman to do his 
office : and at laft went off with a joke. 
Match me this with any of your Englijh- 
men> if you can. I have no more news from 
Cavan, but that you have all their hearts, 
and mine among the reft, if it be worth 
any thing. My love and fervice to Mrs. 
Whiteway, and all friends. I am, dear Sir, 
your moft obedient and very humble fervant, 
THOMAS SHERIDAN. 
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LETTER LXXX1II. 
Lord B— >— to Dr. SWIFT. 

: ^ DEAR DEAN, Cirencefter, 13 Sep'. 1735; 

J[ HOUG H you never anfwer any of my 
letters, and I can never have a line from 
you, except in parliament time about an 
Irijh caufe, I do infift that without delay you 
give me either by yourfelf or agents imme- 
diate fatisfadion in thefe points. Firft, 
whether that article which I read in the 
news about one Butler a (hooting parfon be 
true or not ; fecondly, whether he has yet 
begged pardon, and attefted upon oath that 
it was without defign, and by accident that 
the gun went off. In cafe the fad be true, 
and that he has not yet made any fofficient 
or reafonable excufe, I require of you that 
you do immediately get fome able painter 
to draw his picture, and fend it over to me, 
and I will order a great number of prints 
to be made of it, which (hall be difperfed 
overall parts of the known world, that fuch 
a worthlefs rafcal may not go any where 
without being known. I make no doubt of 
his being immediately drove out of Ireland, 
D 3 fuch 
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£uch a brutal attempt upqn the Drapier capr 
not l>e bornp there; and he won't venture 
into England wfren thefe prints qf his per- 
son are lent about, for he would certainly 
be knocked on the head in the firft village 
he paflcs through. Perhaps he may think 
to flculk in Holland^ the common refuge of 
all fcoundrels ; but he will fopn find out, 
thatDodfcor Swuft (for fo they pronounce 
the nanje) is in great efteeqa there, for his 
learning and political writings. In France 
he would meet with worfe receptions for 
his wit is relifhed there, and many of his 
trafts, though fpoifcd by tranflfttioh, are yet 
more admired than what is writ by any 
among themfelves. Should he go into Spain, 
he would find that Don Suifto is in the 
higheft estimation, being thought to be li- 
peally descended frojn Miguel de Gervantet 
by a daughter bf^gevedos: Perhaps he may 
think to be fafe in Poland during the time 
Of thefe troubles * but I can allure him. 
from the mouth of a Polijb lady, who wa$ 
lately in London* by name Madam de Mon- 
morancy (for jfhe w^s married to a French 
gentleman of that great family) that Dr. Swift 
|s perfectly well knovfn there ; and (be waft 
very felicitous to know whether he Were i 
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Stanifiaift or not, (he being a zealous parti- 
2aa for that caufe. 

Now if this brute of a parfon fhould find 
no fecurity in Europe, and therefore flip into 
the Eaji Indies in fome Dutch (hip, for a 
Dutchman may be found who would carry 
the Devil for a ftiver or two extraordinary, 
he will be confoundedly furprized to find 
that Dr. Swift is known in China, and that 
next to Confucius hi* writings a*e in the 
greateft efteem. The mifiionaries have 
translated feveral European books into their 
language ; but I am well informed that none 
of them have taken fo well as his ; and the 
Chine/e 9 who are a very ingenious people, 
reckon Sif the only author worth reading. 
It is well knowfr that in Perfia Kouli-Can 
was at the pains to tranflate his works him- 
fclf; being born a Scot/man, he understood 
them very well, and I afti credibly informed 
that he read The Battle of the Books the night 
before he gave that great defeat to the Per- 
Jian army. If he hears of this, he may ima- 
gine that he {hall find good reception at Con- 
fimtimple ; but he will be bit there ; for 
nuny years ago an Englijh renegado flave 
tranflated Effendi Soif for them, and told them 
it was writ by an Engli/bman, with a defign 

D 4 to 
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to introduce the Mahometan religion ; this 
having got him his liberty, and although it 
is not believed by the Effendi, the book and 
the author are in the greateft efteem amongft 
them. If he goes into America, he will not 
be received into any EngJi/b, French, or Spa^ 
tiijh fettlement ; fo that in all probability he 
would be foon fcalpt by the wild Indians ; 
and in truth there would be no manner of 
frame that a head jfhould be uncovered that 
has fo little brains in it. Brutality and ill- 
nature proceed from the want of fenfe ; 
therefore without having ever heard of him 
before, I can decide what he is, from this 
£ngle adion. Now I really believe no lay- 
pian could have done fuch a thing. The 
wearing petticoats gives to moil of the clergy 
(a few only excepted of fuperior underftand- 
ing) certain feminine difpofitions. They are 
pommonly fubjeft to malice and envy, and 
give more free vent to thpfe paflions : pot 
fibly for the fame reafon that women are ob- 
ferved to do fo, becaufe they cannot be calle4 
to account for it. When one of us does a 
brutal adtion- to another, he may have his 
head broke, or be whipt through the lungs * 
f>ut all who wear petticoats are fecure from 
fuch presidents. Now to avoid further trour 

ble, 
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Ws* I hope by this time his gown Is ftript 
off his back, and the boys of Dublin have 
drawn him through a horfe-pond. Send me 
an account of this, and I (hall be fatisfied. 
Adieu, dear Dean ; I am got to the end of 
my paper, but ypu may be allured that my 
regard for you will only end with the laft 
breath of your faithful fcrvant. 

LETTER LXXXIV. 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Cavan, Sep'. 17th, 1735. 

iTxap not butt reap rhyme and lv for wry 
tinn fow long an ^pe is till a bout bees 
knees, when Tom eye Noll edge $Z cool das 
eas i lyre eye't a pun no thing. MurSp Aw» 
what Tq f up pin* ro *\$opog in e veri epiftolas 
h$c* Inn Angle owe Law Tigh no. Cann 
Jcnot yew right in nap lean met hood as I do 
I r» lv a£ Si irovrjpo* all 9 key (buns. But cantu 
gay tann other fubjeft tofs at her eyes b'm 
eyed my w;fe ? The woman is grown good 
for nothing. However I would not have 
her fo much abufed, but when fhe deferves 
jt. I no ufe itis e veri de of her life, but I 
lea it is not rue; for itis only e veri opr o 

fit. 
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fit. She (wears if hea come tuck hare Ann, 
{he will give you a 3ovg Inn the chop*. 

I beg pardon for troubling you (b long 
with birfinefs, and therefore I will now be 
fs merry as I can. The devil a farthing I 
can get among my tenants but cow?, bul- 
locks and fhecp. Will you let me know 
whether fuch coin can pais in Dublin? that 
I may pay you fome money which I owe. 
My purfe, God help me, is grown as fien- 
der as a famifhed weczle. I long much to 
fee it have an alderman's beHyj but Quando, 
Mr. Dean, Qojtndo. We cannot fay that 
our weather is the Devil here ; for it is all 
water. If it continues, I muft have thoughts. 
t>f building an ark j but I {hall not, like 
Ncab, let any unclean beaft enter. Eat pone 
Knck waiter conjux. My mutton is grow- 
ing too fat, and I want you much to eat of 
it, while it is in its prime. I hear of no 
tradger going to Dublin, or I would fend 
you a baiket full of it. All I can do now 
is to fend a fine roafted ihoulder in my 
wifhcs, and pray invite Mrs. Whiteway to 
{bare of it. T wifli you both a good ftomach 
to it, with all my heart. Pray do not chide 
her for asking you to eat, as you ufed to do. 
I affurc you (if I may be siHowed to judge) 

(he 
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fhe prefict you to her vi&uaf* oat of pan 
good nature and friendship* 

I tm ferry that the (hortneft of my laft 
letter gave you caufc to complain. This 
flvdl may cup for that deaf he ibe An the, 
for I ham laid in a good ftock of learning 
{his laft week ; and therefore qooniam tu 
Inter iterates primaria fcdes in claffc, quo- 
fundarn decanornm nooipia (miqimc noftra* 
tium) qui fcicntiis omnigenis iodarueruot 
|ibi mittam. This part I mention in Latin> 
foe fear the letter fhould fall into Dean 
Crofje* hands. 

Having lately read a very entertaining 
. book, whofe title-page runs \hvL%—Hsjtoire 
generate Des pais-has, I met with accounts 
of feveral great men, whofe names I never 
read before, and every one of them were 
deans, fome became bifhops, others cardi- 
nals : All of them on account of their great 
learning and merit. Lord -have mercy upon 
us. Chrift have mercy upon us. ~ How the 
world is altered fincel But you muft know 9 
that Charles tie Great* lived in that age, alias 
Char Lay Main. Now for the great fcholars 
I promifcd you. Among thofe, who became 
bifhop of Antwerp, you will find Philip M- 
1 ' ' Jri, 
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gri, Aubert Vdnden Eade, Jean Ferdinand de 
Benghem, Pierre Jofeph Franken-Sierfiorfi\ 
Among thofc of Bois-le-Duc, Clement Crab- 
eels, Gijbert Mqfins K Michel Opbove, Jofeph 
de Bergaigne. In the fame town you will 
find among the Vicaires Apoftoliqucs, Henry 
Van Leempute, Jojfe Houbraecien, Martin 
Stefaert, Pierre Govaerts, &c. &c. &c. The 
next place you dine you may make a figure 
with thefe names, and filence even Robin 
Lejlie *• But a pox upon learning, I fay. 
It is enough to turn a man's head. I have 
a great mind to have done with it ; for the 
devil a thing is to be got by it. Idcirco li- 
bris valedico. . 

I cannot, now my memory ferves me, 
omit an accotfnt of fome learned phyficians, 
which I read of in other authors, viz. Her- 
mannus Conringius, Lucas Scbrocbius, Melcbior 
Sebizius, Sebafian Scbefferus, Guernerus Rol- 
finckiusj Hoffmannus Altorfi* Seb. Jovius Lu- 
ganij Petrus Dapples, Theodore Kerchringius, 
Regnerus de Graef, Swammerda, Antonius 
Scarellius, Hieronymus Copelazzi* Jacobus 

* Mr. Leflie was the moft inceflant talker, one of 
them, in the world. However, he had a great variety 
of learning, and talked well* 

Gon*> 
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GonxatOr Bernardinus Ma/acreda, Johannes 
Petrus LoHcbhiS) Cbrijtianus Keeiins, Julius 
Ricbeltus, Joan. Cbrijlopb. Faganjfei/ius, Ja- 
cobus Kerfcberus, Antonius Magliabecbius, and 
many others* Pray afk Grattan how many 
of thefe he has read. 

You fay (I thank you for that) That you 
know nobody* No matter for that ; fo much 
the better for me, becaufe I know every 
body knows you, and therefore more likely 
to fucceed in fubicriptions for mice cool. 
Pray is this letter long enough ? If it be 
not, fend it back, and I will fill the other 
fide. In the mean time I remain your 
inoft obedient and very humble ferve aunt, 
THOMAS SHERIDAN. 

Mice or vice two awl my if rends. 
Send me word what a clock it is, that I 
may fet my watch by yours. 
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tETTER LXXXV. 
Dr. KING to Dr. SWIF f . 

S I R, London, aoth Sep r . 1735. 

OO ON after I came into England I wag 
obliged to crofs the fas again, and go into 
France* upon a bufinefs of confeqnence to 
my private affairs. I am but juft returned 
to this place, where I have met with your 
letter of 2.1ft of laft month* Since you are 
fo kind as to repeat the promife you made 
me when I was in Ireland, I (halt exped 
the paper with the greateft impatience. 
While I was reading your letter, a perfbri 
called on me, who does bufinefs for you. 
I was in hopes he had brought it with 
him : but he told me, it would be fent by 
another band. I will fay nothing more of 
it here, than that I am very fure it will pleafe 
the public, and do honour to the author. 

The gentleman, concerning whom yoil 
enquire, is a member of our hall ; but I 
have never yet feen him. He had left Ox- 
ford about the time I came from Dublin, to 
fpend the Summer vacation in Herefordfoire. 
My fon, who is well acquainted with him, 
1 affurer 
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itfures me that be it very fober, that he (in- 
dies hard, and conftantly attends the exer- 
cifcs of the ho»fe. But I (hall be able to 
give you a more particular account of him 
the next term, when I {halt probably meet 
him in the hall : and he {hall find me ready 
to do him any kind of fervice that may be 
in my power, 

I don't know whether my law-fcrit will 
force me into Ireland again the next term: 
as yet I have not received any fummoos 
from my managers. I fhould indeed be well 
pleafed to defer my journey till the next 
Spring, for Dublin is not a very good winter 
abode for a water drinker. However, I do 
-not negledt my defence, efpecially that part 
of it which you mention *. It is now in 
inch forwardnefs, that as I compute, it will 
i)c fmiihed in fix weeks at fartheft. There 
»e fome alterations, which I hope you will 
approve. 

I rejoice to hear that the honeft Doctor -J* 
hath good fuccefs in his new fchooL If the 
load of his baggage fhould endanger his vcflH 

• Thi« alludes to The Toafl> a fatirical Poem, to 
which Dr. King was inftigated by fome monftrous ufage 
Aat he had received from his antagonifts in the fuit. 

t Mxrukru 
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again, I think he hath no other remedy left, 
but to throw it into the fea. What is he 
doing with his bom mots ? and when does 
he defign to fend them abroad ? 

My fon, who is very proud to be in your 
thoughts, defircs me to prefent his mo ft 
humble fervice to you* I am, with great 
truth, Sir, your moil obedient and mod 
humble fervant, 

W. K. 

LETTER LXXXVI. 
Mv, MOTTE to Dr. SWIFT. 

HONOURED SIR, London, Oft. 4th, 1735. 

JVlRS. Launcelot, who dined with me to- 
day, and defired me to prefent her humble 
lervice, fhewed me part of a letter from you, 
which gave me fo much concern, that I 
would not let a pod flip without writing to 
you upon the fubjedt of it. You are pleafed 
to exprefs an apprehenfion, that Mrs.. Fen-' 
tons money has not been regularly paid, be- 
caufe you have not heard from me for above 
a twelvemonth. I hope I have accounted to 
your fatisfadtion for my filence in a letter' 
which Mrs. Hyde delivered to you fince the 

dat* 
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elate of yours to Mrs. Launcelot : and as to 
Mrs. Fenton's annuity, I have punctually 
paid it, and fhall continue to do fo until I 
Teceive your commands to the contrary. 
The next payment will be called for a few 
days after the firft of Nov. and unlefs you 
forbid it before that time, I fhall pay it. 
Mr. Fenton, her fbn, who receives it, is a 
man of worth and honour, and I am per- 
fuaded will return me the money, fhould it 
be paid him from any other quarter. I 
am furprized to find by Mrs. Hyde that my 
laft, which was written the latter end of July, 
had fo flow a paflage, as not; to come to your 
hand until the 1 3th of September. 

I have been fo particular (I fear even to 
tedioufheft) in that letter, that I have no- 
thing to add, but a repetition of the fincere 
profeffion I there made, that I am, with all 
poflible gratitude, truth, and fincerity, Sir; 
your obliged and obedient humble fervant, 

B. MOTTE. 
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LETTER LXXXVII. 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT- 
DEAR SIR, Oaober 5th, 1735. 

X N the firft place I was heartily rejoiced 
to fee your letter, for I was afraid you were 
not well. Now I fhall anfwer as much a* 
my time will permit; (but before I proceed, 
remember I expeft you here next Saturday ; 
for I am both in humour and capacity to 
receive you. I fhall get your anfwer on 
Ihurfday next, and then 1 (hall go as far 
as Virginia to meet you. Leave Dublin on 
WedncfJayi ride to Dunfoaglan that day, 12 
miles. From thence to Navan on Tbyrfday* 
1 1 miles. A Friday to Virginia^ 15 miles, 
where I will meet you that evening with, a 
couple of bottles of the bcft wine in Ire* 
land, and a piece of my own mutton, &c. 
A Saturday morning we fet out for Cavan, 
where you will find dinner ready at your 
arrival. Bring a cheefe-toafter to do a mut- 
ton chop now and then ; and do not forget 
fome rice; we have none good here; but 
all other eatables in perfection) I beg par- 
don for the long foregoing parenthefis (the 

next 
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next fhall be (hotter) you fee it was necef- 
(ary. Ure Dolis a de vel it hinc. Mi mollis 
ab uti, an angeli fe. An has fine iis, a fine 
face, ab re aft. as no, a belli fora que en. 
An di me quis mi molli as I pies. As for 
your jogg Ralph Eye, I may fay without va- 
nity, that I exceed you as far as from Eaft 
to Weft. Firft with fubmiffion, you (hould 
have begun with the Poles Are Tick Ann 
Tarr Tick, next the May read dye Ann* 
the Eak water, the whore Eyes on, the Eak 
Up Tick, the Trow Pick of can fir, the Trow 
pick of Cap rye corn, or Cap Rick horn, , 
the twelve fignes Are I eafe, Tower us, Jay 
me knee, Can Sir, lay O, Veer goe, lye braw 
(quoth the Scotchman) Sage it are eye us, 
Cap wrye corn us, hack weary us, and pifs 
is ; together with Cull ewers, Zounds, and 
Climb bats, &c. &c. In order to give you 
a full idea of the chief towns in Europe, I 
{hall only mention fome of lord Peterbo- 
rough's rambles. He had like to break al 
Lisbon in Portugal : he Mad rid through 
Spain : he could not find Room in Italy : he 
was Confront in a pull among the Turks : 
he met with his name fake Peter s burgh in 
Mufk O vye : he had like to Crack in Po- 
land : when he came to Vye any, he did 
E 2 ther* 
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there jeer many : in France he declared tht 
King of Great Britain, with its king upott 
the Par is : in a certain northern country h<J 
took a frolick to put on a Fryer's Cope ; and 
then he was Cope in Hag in. Pray Dean 
mark that. In Holland he met with a 
G — amjler, — Dam you, faid he in a paffion, 
for a cheat : he was there poxt by a* whore > 
and he cried out, Rot her dam her. Thus 
far I know of his travels to the Low Coun- 
tries, and no farther. Thus far you fee 1 
am in humour : although the Devil be iff 
one end of my houfe, I defy her, becaufe I 
have the other for you and me. Another 
thing I muft promife when you come, That 
we (hall not quit our learned correfpondence, 
but write up and down ftairs to one another, 
and dill keep on our agreeable flights. The 
Devil take all the D's iir CbriJIendom, for a 
pack of faucy fcabs. When you are here 
you will defpife them all ; and you fliall be 
troubled with no club, but fuch as will 
keep you out of the dirt. Do not lofe this 
good weather, I befeech you; for every 
thing is ready for you. If you do not like 
your lodgings, you (hall not pay a farthing; 
and if you do, I have the remedy in my own 
purfc. Do not think to fpunge upon mcf 
S fo» 
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for any thing but meat, (drink and lodging j 
for I do allure you, as the world goes, I can 
afford you nothing clfe. Yes, I beg pardon, 
I can give your horfes good grafs, and per- 
haps a feed of oats now and then. My turf 
is all home, fo is my corn, but my hay not 
yet. I expedt it on Monday, which is the 
next day after Sunday, the very day you will 
receive this, the day before Tuefday, and I 
hope two days before you begin your jour- 
»ey, which I hope will be an happy one. 
May you arrive fafe, is the fincere wifh of, 
dear Sir, your mqfjt obedient and very hum- 
Jblc fervant, 

THOMAS SHERIDAN. 

LETTER LXXXVIIL 

Pr. SICAN to Dr.SWIF T. 

HONOURED SIR, Paris, Oft. 20, 1735. 

JVlR* Arbutbnofs abfence from Paris wa$ 
the occafiqn of his not receiving your kind 
letter till within thefe few days ; but upon 
the reception of it, he treated me with great 
civility, invited me to dinner, and enquired 
fFcry earneftly concerning your health, which 
jras drunk by a large company then prefent ; 

E3 for 
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for though you were pleafed to tell me you 
had no acquaintance at Paris, I can ftfely 
affirm, that as ofteq as I have been for half 
£n hour with any Englifh gentlemen, fome 
one or oth?r has had the vanity to fay he 
knew you. He has, in a very obliging man* 
ner, promifed me any a<Ss of friendship in 
his power, whpther J remain at Paris, or 
/hould proceed to the fouth of France ; and 
feems to be a gentleman pofleft of a large 
fhare of wit, good humour, fincerity, and 
honefty ; though, upon the clofeft infpec- 
tion, I could not perceive the hair in the 
pain) of his hand. I have met with another 
exception to that rule in the chevalier Ram- 
fay, who fends you his beft refpefits. I have 
employed the. greateft part of this fummer 
in taking a view of every thing curious 
within four leagues of this city ; but (haH 
pot trouble you with a detail of palaces, 
paintings, ftatues, &c. as I flatter myfelf 
Mr. % Arbut bnot's friendly felicitations, joined 
to a due regard to your health, will pfev?i| 
upon you to undertake that journey next 
funimer. The roads are excellent, poft- 
chaifes very commodious, and the beds thqf 
heft in the wprld ; but the face of the coun- 
try in general is very wr?tche{I $ of which % 
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can't mention a more lively in fiance than 
that you meet with wooden fhooes and cot- 
tages like thofe in Ireland, before you lofe 
fight oiVerfailhs. I am perfuaded, Sir, you 
will find a particular pleafure in taking a 
view of the French noblemen's houfes, ari- 
fing from the fimilitude between the good 
treatment the Hcynbeims meet with here, 
and that which you have obferved in your 
former travels. The flables that Lewis the 
fourteenth has built, are very magnificent; 
I fhould do them an injury in comparing 
them to the palace of St. James's : yet thefe 
fecm but mean to any one who has feen 
that of the duke of Bourbon at Cbantilli, 
which lies in a flrait line, and contains flails 
for near a thoufand horfes, with large inter- 
vals between each ; and might very well, at 
firft view, be miftaken for a noble palace : 
fotae hundreds of Taboes are conftantly em- 
ployed in keeping it clean. But if any one 
Would be aftoniflicd, he muft pay a vifit to 
the machine of Marly, by means of which 
water is raifed half a mile up a hill, and 
from thence conveyed a league further to 
Verfailles, to fupply the water- works. Lewis 
might hsvc faved this vafl expence, and have 
bad a more agreeable fituation, finer prof- 

E 4 pe&s, 



( 56 ) 

pe&s, and water enough, by building his 

palace near the river; but then he would 

not have conquered nature. 

Upon reading Boileaus account of the Pe* 

tit Maifon, or Bedlam of Paris, I was tempted 
to go fee it : it is a low flat building, with- 
out any upper rooms, and might be a good 
plan for that you intend to found, but that 
it takes up a greater fpace than the city per- 
haps would give; this is common to men 
and women : there is another vaftly more 
capacious, and confifting of feveral dories; 
called the Hofpital de Femmes, for the ufe of 
the fair fex only. I fliall not prefume to take 
up any part of your time in defefibing the 
people of France, fince they have be6n Co 
excellently painted by Julius C afar, near 
two thoufand years ago : if there be any 
difference, they are obliged for it to the 
taylors and peruke- makers. The ladies only 
might help to improve the favourable opi- 
nion you have always entertained of the fex, 
upon account of their great ufefulnefs td 
mankind, learning, modefty, and many other 
valuable qualities. I fhould have informed 
you, Sir, that Mr. Arbuthnot enquired very 
kindly after Mr. Lejlie 5 but as I have not 
the honour to know that gentleman, I was 

" '< k - not 
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po* able to fatisfy him, but referred him to 
you, who can do it much better than, Sir, 
your mod obliged humble fervant, 
- ' ' ' " * - ' J. SICAN, 

J.PTTER LXXXIX. 
Rev. -Mr. DONNELLAN to Dr. SWIFT- 

S I R, Cloyne, Oft. 31, 1735. 

Ti • « 

HOUGH J have hitherto forbore troub- 
ling you with my acknowledgments for many 
favours, which very juftly demanded them, 
yet the late application to the duke in my 
behalf, (which I had an account of from my 

fitter) is fuch an in (lance of kindnefs and 

# f . • , 

regard, as wijl not fuflfer me to be filent: 
I muflbeg leave to return you'my beft thanks 
for it, and at the fame time let you know 
what a thorough and true fenfe I have of 
your goodnefs %o me, and the great honour 
you have done me by appearing in my fa- 
vour. I am fufficiently acquainted with your 
cjiflike to recommending, as well as the de- 
served regard that is paid to your judgment 
and opinion, to know how to fet a proper 
value on both. And be the fuccefs of this 
Affair what it will, I think myfelf happy in 
' having 
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having engaged in it, as it has been the oc- 
cafion of your fhewing that yon honoured 
me with fome fhare of your friendfhip and 
regard, Which will always be my greateft: 
pleafure and praife. 

I fuppofe, Sir, you have heard what an 
handfome mark I have lately received of the 
bifhop of Cloynes favour, and how hand- 
fomely it was given ; unafked and unexpect- 
ed, and without any regard to kindred or 
application. It is a very good preferment, 
worth at leaft 300 /. per annum; and is made 
touch more valuable and agreeable, by the 
manner in which it was beftowed, and elpe- 
cially by coming from a perfon'whobi you 
have an efieem for. I was t'other day to 
view my houfe, and was much pleafed with 
the fituation, which is very pretty arid ro- 
mantick. It ftands on the bank of a fine 
river, in a vale between two ridges pf hills, 
that are very green, pleafant, and woody* 
Its nearnefs to Corke (biihg within four Aiilea 
of it) would make thd deanry of that place 
a very convenient and defirable addition, and 
was what induced my friends to think of it 
for me. What fuccefs their applications arc 
Jikely to meet with, I can't fay : this I am 
fur? of, that J cannot b$ deprived of the 

fincerQ 
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fincere fatisfa&ion I receive from having 
your intereft and good wifhes, and fhall al- 
ways retain a ifloft grateful remembrance of 
them. The bithop of Cloyne defires you 
will accept of his beft fervices ; and I beg 
you will believe me, with the greateft re- 
fpeft, Sir, your moft obliged and obedient 
Jiumble fervant, 

CHR. DONNELLAN. 

LETTER XC. 
Mrs. PENPARVES to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, Paradife, Nov. 8, 1735. 

1 THINK I have been a great while with- 
out writing to you, and hope you are of my 
mind, I would rather be chid by you for my 
ftlencc, than have you pafs it over quietly, 
for that wQuld have fuch an air of indiflfct 
rence as would greatly alarm me. Abfence 
\t generally thought a great weakener of in-? 
clination : I am apt to think it will \irovo 
fny friend with you. Our acquaintance was 
fb (hort, I had not time to difgrace myfelf 
with you. I was ambitious of gaining your 
tfteem, and put on all my beft airs to effeft' 
It; I If ft yoi» af & critical moment; aiw 

Other 
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^ther mpnth's converfation might haye r« T 
jned all. I ftill beg you will encourage your 
indulgent way of thinking of me. What 
yvill you gain by difcovering my follies ? an(J 
I (hall lofe the honour of your friendfhip; 
which lofs cannot be repaired in England or 
, J/eland. If Mrs. Donnellan is my true friend ? 
flie has, by way of excufing me, told you 
9>y diftreft for my fifter, which now I hope 
is over. I refer you to Mrs. Donnellan for 
her character j and that will juftjfy to you 
my great care and concern for her. 

I canft help lamenting Dr. De/an/s rey 
tirement. I expe&ed his benevolent difpo- 
fition would not have fuffered him to rob 
his friends of the pleafure an£ advantage of 
his company : if you have not power to 
draw him from his folitude, no other perfon 
can pretend to do it. I was in hopes the 
weekly meetings would have been renewed 
and continued. Mrs. Donnellan is much dis- 
appointed, and I fear I am no longer a 
tpaft. 

I am thoroughly convinced that a reafon- 
able creature may live with more comfort 
and credit in Dublin than in London ; as 
much convinced of it as that I fhould be 
richer with eight hundred pounds a year 

than 



than four. But to what purpofe is it for mfc 
tb regret my poverty ? My lot is thrown 
on Englijh ground ; I have no pretence to 
fly my country : furrrifh me with one, and 
you have kid temptations enough in my 
Way to make me ready to embrace it. 

I have been two months in this place, 
which has all the advantages of the country; 
as quietnefs, cheapnefs, and whdefome air. 
I ufe a good deal of exercifc in the morning; 
in the evening I read a play with an audible 
voice. I am now reading Beaumont and 
Fletchers works : they entertain me ex- 
tremely. Sometimes I read a little philo- 
fophy, Deribam's lectures : many things are 
too abftrufc for me in that ftudy ; but I 
fancy myfelf, in fomc refpe&s, much wifer 
than I was before I read them. If you don't 
approve of my ftudies, I hope you will re- 
commend what you think will be more to 
my advantage. 

I am forry to find, by your letter, that 
Mrs. Donnellan does not fee you often : fhe 
cannot be pleafed with a fituation that pre* 
vents her having that fatisfa&ion. I de- 
pended- upon your meeting often j and what 
is more, upon being fometimes the fubjeft 
6f your eonverfation. I am glad to hear of 

her 
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her brother's promotion : he very well de- 
ferves good fortune ; he knows how to en- 
joy it handfomely, and fcorns to court it 
meanly* I think I have made you a country 
vifit : if I have not quite tired you, I hope 
you will foon challenge another : I know 
you pay rpe a great compliment in writing ; 
and, if I was very well bred, I ought not 
to infift upon your doing any thing that 
may give you trouble ; but I only confider 
my own advantage, and cannot give up a 
correspondence I value fo much. I am, Sir, 
your mod obliged and humble fervant, 

M; PENDARVES. 

LETTER XCI. 

Dr. SWIFT and Dr. SHERIDAN to 
Mrs. WHITE WAY. 

Thofe parts of the letter marked thus " and conclud- 
ing thus " were written by Dr. Sheridan. 

MADAM, Nov. 8, 1735. 

•aV Q V. 3, to Dunjliallan, twelve long 
miles, very weary ; Nov. 4, to Ke/ls, fixteen 
miles, ten times wearier; the 5th, to Crofs- 
ieys 9 feventeen long miles, fifty times wea- 
rier; 
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rien the 6fb, to Cayatt, five miles, wea- 
ried of ^11 : Yet I baited every day, And 
dined wfyere I lay ; and this very day I am 
weary, and my fhin bad, yet I never looked 
on \U I h^vp bpen now the third day at 
Cav*u> tjie Po&pr's Canaan, the dirtied 
placp I ever few, with the word wife and 
daughter, 3Rd the mod curfed fl^ts and fer- 
vants on this fide Scotland. Let the Dodtor 
dp his part. w Not quite fo bad, I aflure 
€€ you, although his teal was ipoiled in the 
" roafting : and I can aflure you that the 
€i dirt of our ftreets is not quite over his 
44 (hoes, fo that he can walk dry. If he 
€€ would wear golaflies, as I do, he would 
" have np caufe of complaint. As for my 
€€ wife and daughter, I have nothing to fay 
cc to them, and therefore nothing to anfwer 
" for them. I hope, when the weather 
" mends, that every thing will be better, 
€ «. except the two before mentioned. Now 
c< the Dean is to proceed/' In fhort, bijt 
not literally in Jhort, I got hither, not fafe 
and found, but fafe and fore. Rooking in 
njy equipage I faw a great pacquet that 
weighed a pound: I thought it was iron, 
but found it Spanifh liquorice, enough to 
ferve this whole county who had coughs for 
7 nine 
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nine years. My Bead told me it was yoi 
forced him to put it all up. Pray go fbme- 
times to the deanry, and fee how the world 
goes there. The Dottbr is philofopher above 
all cecohoriiy, like philofopher Webbet. I 
am drawing him into a little cleanlinefs 
about his houfe. The cook roafted this da^ 
a fine teal to a cinder; for the wife and 
daughter faid, they did not know but I 
loved it Well roafted. The Doftor, fihee his 
laft illnefs, complains that he hath a ftrait- 
hefs in his breaft, and a difficulty in breath- 
ing. Pray give him your advice, and I will 
write to your brother Heljham this pofl for 
his. Write me no news of the club, and 
get one of them to frank your letters, that 
they may be worth reading. " Dear Ma- 
€i dam, I beg you may rather think me 
" like the Devil, or my wife, than Webber. 
" I do aflure you that my houfe, and all 
4i about it, is clean in Potentia. If you do 
€C not underftand fo much logic, Mr. Har- 
€i rifon * will tell you ; but i fuppofe you 
" ignorant of nothing but doing any thing 
cC wrong. Be pleafed fo fend me one of 
u your fatteft pigeons in a poft letter, and I 

• Mrs. Wbilewys cldeft fon. 

«« wai 
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u will ferid you in return a fat goofe, Under 
€i cover to one of the club. The Dean 
€C may fay what he pleafes of my Ay Con 
€< O my,; but I afTure you I have this mo- 
" ment in my houfe, a quarter of fat beef, 
" a fat fheep, two mallards, a duck, and a 
49 teal, befides fome fowl in fquadrons. I 
4€ wifh you were here. Afk the Dean if I 
" have not fine ale, table drink, good wine, 
€t and a new pair of tables. Now hear the 
€€ Dean." It grows dark, and I cannot read 
one fyllable of what the Do&or laft writ ; 
but conclude all to be a parcel of lies. How 
are elded matter and mifs ? with your clerk 
and fchool-boy ? So God blefs you all. If 
the Doctor hath any thing more to fay, let ' 
him conclude, as 1 do, with aflurance that 
I am ever, with great affrdtion, yours, &c. 

Read as you can, for I believe I have 
made forty miftakes. Dired: for me at Doc- 
tor Sheridan's, in Cavan; but let a club- 
man frank it, as 1 do this. Mr. Rocbfort is 

my franker : yours may be general % 

or fome other (great beaft of a) hero. My 
two puppies have, in the whole journey, 
overpuppied their puppyftiips. Moft abo- 
minable bad firing ; nothing but wet turf. 
" The devil a lie I writ, nor will I write to 

Vol. VI. F « the 
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" the end of my life. May all happinefs 
" attend you and your family. I am, with 
cc all good wifhes and affe&ion, your moft 
u obedient humble fervant, 

THOMAS SHERIDAN. 

?' You were plaguy faucy who did not 
" like my nuts : I do allure you my 
€i dog Lampey cracks them ; the Dean 
€i is my witnefi." 

LETTER XCII. 

From fome unknown LADY to Dr. 
SWIFT. 

HON. SIR, Caftletown, Nov. 9, 1735. 

xirXCUSE * Granger's addrefs ; nothing 
but the opinion I have of your gencrofity 
and humanity could encourage me to lay 
before you the inclofed poem, being the pro- 
duct of a woman's pen *. I fee the fevers 
ftrokes you lay on the faulty part of our fex, 
from which number I do not pretend to ex- 
empt myfelf; yet venture to defire your judg- 
ment of this little unfintthed piece, which \ 

* The Poem i* loft. 

fend 
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fend you without giving myfelf the leifure 
to correct it, willing that your hand fihould 
beftow the laft beauties. The Mufe is my 
bed companion ; and if you companionate 
the defolate, permit me this fatisfa&ion, 
fince a book and a lonely walk are all the 
gratifications I afford my fenfes, though not 
dulled With years. I muft entreat you to 
throw away two or three lines in anfwer to 
this ; and beg leave to conceal my name, till 
f have the honour of writing to you again ; 
which, if you will allow, I fhall trouble you 
with a view of feveral fketchcs that I writ 
occafionally, and will no longer conceal the 
name of, Honoured Sir, your moft humble 
fervant, 

• M. M. 

Sir, diredfc to Mrs. Mary Moron, at Cdjlle- 
towrty near Gory, in the County of 
Wexford. 
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Letter xciV. 

Mrs. WHITE WAY to Dr. SWIFT. 

S I R, Nov. 8th, 1735. 

I K N O W the moment you took this let- 
ter ipto your hand what you faid, which 
was, Pox on all Irijh writers, and Irijh let- 
ters. It is very little trouble I am going tQ 
give you, only be pleafed to anfwer the fol* 
lowing queftions. How does your leg do ? 
How is your head ? How is your ftomach ? 
How many days were you on the road? 
How did you lye ? How does Dr. Sberi* 
dan ? How do you like Cavan ? And how 
do all the good vi&uals Dr. Sheridan pro- 
mifed you turn out ? * And now, Sir, I 
beg you will be pleafed to fuppofc that I 
began my letter by intreating the favour of 
hearing from you ; and if that is too great 
an honour for me, that you will order fome- 
body elfe to do it. Dr. Sheridan would give 
fix-pence I would afk who, rife off his chair, 
make me a low bow, and uncover, to have 
the opportunity of telling me. 

* A cant exprcflion, much ufed in thofe times upon 
all occafions, and here ridiculed. 

Now 
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Now to write politely, when I change my 
fubje<ft, I always break off, and begin a 
new paragraph. ' 

Mr. Waller has printed an advertifement, 
offering ten guineas reward to any perfon 
that will difcover the author of a paragraph, 
laid to be the cafe of one Mr. Tbrgp. I 
don't know whether you heard any thing of 
fiich at) affair before you left town, but I 
think it is faid' there is fome trial to be 
•bout it before the houfe of commons, ei- 
ther next week, or the week following. I 
beg you will not leave your papers and let- 
ters on the table, as you uffd to do at the 
dcanry, for boys and girls and wives will be 
peeping ; particularly be pleafed to take care 
of mine. It is certain I write correctly, and 
with a great deal of method ; but however 
1 am afraid of Curl. Dr. Sheridan has my 
fiee leave to read this, on conditionlie burns 
it inftantly ; but firft let him take notice of 
all the compliments I make him. May be 
you imagine that if you anfwer this, you 
will be no more plagued with my letters; 
but 1 have learned from Molly <f never to 
have done with my demands on you : there- 

t Mifi Harrifin. 

F 7 fore 
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fqre write, or not write, (unlefs you com- 
mand otherwife) you (hall hear once a week 
from, Sir, your moft obedient and moft 
obliged humble fervant, 

MARTHA WHITEWAY. 

Motfy is jufl: come from the Deanry : every 
thing is in good order. She faw Mrs. 
Ridgeway there. Young Harri/bn and 
his fitter prefent you their moft obedi- 
ent refpe&s. 

LETTER XCIV. 

Dr. SWIFT and Dr. SHERIDAN tp 
Mrs. WHITEWAY. 





DEAR MADAM, 




Cayan, Nov. 


x 5> 


1735- 




* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* * 


# 


* 


♦ 


« 


# 


* 


♦ 


*. 


* 


* 


* « 


* 


* 


* 


« 



X WRIT the above lines in the dark, and 
cannot read them by a candle : what I meant 
was, to boaft of having written to you firft^ 
and given you a full account of my journey. 
I inclofed it in a cover to Mr. Rochfort* ia 
which I defired he would fend it to your 
houfe : the Doctor had his fliare in the let- 
ter: 
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tcr : although we coald noi give iatisFadtioh 
to all your queftions, I new will tt> fame. 
My leg is father worfe -, bat an honert man, 
an apothecary here, fays it begins to ripen, 
and it is in no manner of danger: but I 
ventured to walk, which inflamed it a little. 
I now kegp my leg apon a level, and the 
ea&r becaufe the weather is fo foul that I 
canffOt walk at all. This is the dirtieft town, 
and, except foiiie few, the dirtieft people I 
ever fiw, particularly the nhiftrefs, daughter, 
aftd fervants of this houfe. My puppy but- 
ler is very happy, by finding himfelf atfiong 
a race of fools almoft as nafty as himfelf. I 
muft now put you upon travelling. You 
molt enquire Where Shale my wifte merchant 
lives, and order him to have the twelve do- 
zen of wine hi bottles ready packt up. It 
muft be the wine that was t\fro ftionths in 
bottles (as he afiured me) before I left Dub- 
lin: for thefe a carrier will be ready next 
Week to bririg them hither. The deanery 
woman muft be ready, and Kenrick and 
Laud muft affift ; and the carrier muft take 
therti from Shales cellar, ready packt up. 
My fctvite to mifs Harrifon. Pray fend her 
hither by the ftt\\ carrier; and give her 
eighteen* pence to bear her charges ? o£ 

F 4 which 
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which I will pay three-pence, and the Dodtor 
intends to pay another penny. By the con- 
duct of this family, I apprehend the day of 
judgment is approaching ; the father againft 
the daughter, the wife againft the hufband, 
&c. I battle as well as I can, but in vain ; 
and you /hall change my name to Dodtor 
Shift. We abound in wild fowl, by the 
goodnefs of a gentleman in this towp, whq 
fhoots ducks, teal, woodcocks, fnipes, hares, 
&c. for us. Our kitchen is a hundred yards 
from the hpufc ; but the way is foft, and fo 
fond of Qur ihoes, that it covers thein with 
its favours. My firft attempt was to repair 
the Summer Hou/e, and make the way pafl- 
able to it ; whereupon Boreas was fo angry, 
that he blew off the roof. This is the fer 
venth day of my landing here, of which we 
have had two and a half tolerable. The 
Doftpr is at fchool -, when he comes I will 

enquire \yho is this romantic chevalier . 

As to Waller's advertifement, if I was in 
town I would, for the ten guineas, let him 
know the author of the narrative; and I 
wifh you would, by a letter in an unknown 
hand, inform him of what I fay i for I want 
the money to repair fome deficiencies here. 
My fervice to mifs Harrifon and the Doc- 
tor, 
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tor *, and my love to the two boys. I (hall 
ftill inclofe to John Rocbfort, except he fails 
in fending you my letters. Service to Mrs. 
Morgan ; I hope her huiband's man has pre- 
vailed to be of the club. Adieu. Pray take 
care of the wine, on which my health de- 
pends. Beg a duck from the Do&or. 

4€ Beg a duck ! beg a dozen. You f i . . h all 
« c not beg, but command. The Dean may 
*f talk of the dirtinefs of this town ; but I 
" can aflure, that he had more upon his 
4 f (hoes yefterday than is at the worft in our 
4 f corporation, wherever he got it. As for 
" my part, I am tired of him, for I can ne- 
« ver get him out of the dirt; and that 
€ f my flairs, and the poor cleanly maids, 
11 know very well. You know that he talks 
" ironically. My wife and I are perfectly 
f eafy ; for we never fee one another but 
« by chance, &c." 

• Young Mr. Harrifin. 



( 74 ) 

LETTER 2tCV. 
Mrs. SI CAN to Dr. SWIFT, 

R E V. S I R„ Nov. is, 1735. 

A GENTLEMAN, who is juft arrived 
from Paris, brought me a letter from my 
fori, who prefents his duty to you, and de- 
fires me to fend you the incloled. I am fare 
I was glad of any occafxoa to write to you, 
in hopes of the pleasure of hearing you were 
well, and arrived fafe at die land of Canaan. 
The hurt you received in your thin, I was 
afraid would prevent your going out of town : 
I beg to know how it is now. I betteve 
you will be pleafed to hear poor Tbrop has 
juftice done him in College-Green. The 
trial Jafted till midnight, and two thirds of 
die hoofe were for him: he is now going 
to petition the houfe to oblige Col. Waller 
to wave his privilege ; but it is thought he 
will not obtain that favour. 

Lady Achefon came to town yefterday. 
She defired me to prefent her beft refpedts to 
you, and tell you fhe is fomething better. 
Lord Orrery is fretting himfelf to death that 
he did not come to town time enough to 

enjoy 
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enjoy the happinefs of your converfation. 
Our Irijh ladies m*de a fine appearance the 
birth-day at the caftle ; nothing about them 
trifb but their fouls and bodies : I think they 
may be compared to a city on fire, which 
fhines by that which deftroys them. Several 
dealers in raw filk are broke : the weavers, 
having no encouragement to work up the 
filk, ibid it, and drank the money. I beg 
you will give my fervice to Dr. Sheridan* 
who I hope is recovered. His old friend 
lord Clancarty drinks fo hard, it is believed 
he will kill himielf before his law-fuit is 
ended. I hope you will like the country 
about a month, and then order Mrs. Wbhe- 
way and me to bring a coach and fix and 
Jet you fafe at home, for this is no riding 
weather.. I am, with the moil profound re- 
iped* dear Sir, your moft obliged humble 
fervaot> 

E. SI CAN. 
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LETTER CXVI. 
Mrs. WHITEWAY to Dr. SWIFT. 



I 



SIR, Nov- 15, 1735. 

AM moft extremely, obliged to you for 
the honour you have done me, and the ac- 
count is juft what I feared, that you would 
be exceffive weary, your fhin bad, and dif T 
appointed in the Doctor's Canaan. The 
U$ter I am forry is not agreeable to you, but 
your fhin gives me infinite trouble. I hope 
in God you have taken care of it : if it is 
any running fore, drefs it twice a day with* 
Venice turpentine, and the yolk of an egg 
beaten together, an equal quantity of each. 
Spread it thick on a cloth, and bathe it 
once a day in warm milk ; if it is only black 
and painful, apply warm rum to it often. 
Pray, Sir, give orders your meat may be 
indifferently done ; and if the cook fails, 
then defire it may be ill done x I have known 
this receipt very fuccefsful, and a dinner 
.eaten with pleafure cooked with thefe direc- 
tions. You are very rude, Doftor Sheri- 
dan* to interrupt me when I am fpeaking 
to the Dean : no wonder I am fo bad a lift- 

ner, 
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ncr, when you. are always putting in your 
word. Pox take that ftraitnefs in your breaft, 
and difficulty in breathing. Drink warm 
ptifan, and nothing elfe, except liquorice- 
tea in the morning, and ride every day. 
Sir, I know nothing of the Spaniffi liquorice, 
unlefs it came with the reft of the things 
from the apothecary's, or Mrs. Sican: but 
ib far your fervant is right, that what bun- 
dles I found on the bed, I put up : I was 
wrong that I did not examine them; let 
Dr. Sheridan take it plentifully, it is very 
good for him, I was at the Deanry two 
days ago; every thing is right there; the 
floor you lie in is all clean, and I defired 
Mrs. Ridgeway to get the great chair co- 
vered, and Jane to put a fire once a week 
in your chamber, and in the drawing-room* 
to air the ladies and gentlemen. One of 
the inclofed papers Mr. Knrick defired me 
to fend; you fee 1 keep to my word, and am 
determined never to trouble you with other 
people's bufinefs. 1 he ve.geance take yc>u, 
dodtor, will you never be quiet ? I tell yon 
I have never a fat pigeon for you, your 
goofe I will not have; we are overfiock'd 
with them ; but I fend you Col. Waller* cafe f 
that came before the hemic on Ifcurjday. I 

believe 
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believe you will wonder that after the heavy 
charges laid on Mr. Tbrop fo juftly by the 
Col. that he was not ordered into cuftody ; 
but to the furprize of every body the chair- 
man was voted out of the chair at one of 
the clock in the morning, and fo the affair 
ended. It is true, there was a miftake of 
about a month between Col. Waller's account 
arid Mr. ^brofs in the ferving of a fub- 
poena ; and 1 think it was a fcandaloos 
thing, that a worthy member's word fhould 
not be taken before a little parfon's oath. 
I fuppofe you expeft I fhould anfwer your 
logic and compliments ; but do you think I 
have nothing elfe to employ me but trifling 
away my time in murdering the language 
with your ay Con O my's ? I am no more 
a lyar than yourfelf -, therefore you are obliged 
to accept of my beft wifhes and moft hum- 
ble refpedts : fo I have done with you this 
time for good and all. Mr. Dean, I am Aire 
Rocbefaucaulfs maxim never fails : I am this 
moment an inftance of it, taking a fecret 
pleafure in all the little ruffles you meet 
with in the country, in hopes it will haften 
you to town. My He olive branch has a 
more immediate lofs than any of us ; his 
body fuffers as well as his mind ; for fince 
2 he 
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he cannot enjoy the happinefs and benefit of 
your conversation, he applies himfelf too 
clofe to his fludies : in fhort, I think he is 
almoft in the (late of the company he enter- 
tains himfelf with . all the morning ; and 
if you law him in company of the attend- 
ants of the governor of Glubbdubdrid, you 
would find the fame horror feize you by 
looking on his countenance *, My fair 
daughter prefents you her moft humble and 
obedient reipe&s; fays, (he is not at all 
changed by your abfence, for whenever {he 
has the honour to fee you, you will ftill 
find her the fame. I am, Sir, your moft 
obedient and obliged humble fervant, 

MARTHA WH1TEWAY. 

Jane juft came here with a poem of Mr. 
Dunkin s y that was fent to the deanry, 
and this letter that I inclofc. 

* Mr, Harrifon was always very thin, and of a 
weakly conftitntion. 
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LETTER XCVII. 

Dr. SWIFT and Dr. SHERIDAN to 
Mrs. WHITE WAY. 
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DEAR MADAM, Cavan, Nov. 18th, 173$. 

E were undone for want of your ai>- 
fwer, and thought that Mr. Rocbfort was at 
his country feat, to whom I dlredted mine, 
as he was a franker. Never any thing of fo 
fmall a kind was fo vexatious to me as this 
broken fhin. If I had apprehended the coit- 
fequences, I would not have ftirred from 
Dublin until it was cured. It hath pre* 
vented my walking and riding. An apothe- 
cary, the only doctor here, has it in care, 
and I cannot fay I am better. Bat the fur- 
geon of the barrack here, a friend to the 
doctor, has been with me this morning, faw 
the fore, and fays it is in a good way ; and 
that he will confult with ,the apothecasy, 
and foon make me well. It fmarts more 
to-day than ever; but the furgeon faid, it 
was becaufe fome powder called precipitate 
(an like you) was put on this morning to 
eat off the black fkin in the middle of the 
fore. It digefts every day, but I cannot di- 

geft 
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gcft it* I (hall lofe my health by fitting 
ftill, and my leg in a chair, like a Grattan 
in the gout. I with I had ftaid at home, 
and you had been my furgeon. To fay truth* 
this town and country are fo difagreeable by 
nature and art, that 1 have no other tempta- 
tion to ride of walk except that of health, 
Dur houfe, and (hoes, and ftreets are fo per- 
petually and abominably dirty. Eight of the 
inhabitants came out to meet me a mile or 
two from tpwn. The reft would have comd 
hut for fome unexpected impediment; In 
fomc days after I invited the principal men 
in town to fup with me at the beft inn here. 
There were fixteen of them; and I came off 
rarely for about thirty (hillings. They were 
all very modeft and obliging. Wild fowl is 
cheap, and all very good, except ,the ducks, 
which, though far from fea, have a rank 
tafte from the lakes. It is nothing to have 
a prcfent of a dozen fnipes, teal, woodcock; 
Widgeon, duck and mallard, G?r. You 
would admire to fee me at my endea oui$ 
to fupply deanry conveniences. 1 he curfed 
turf is two hours kindling, and two minutes 
decaying. You are a little too jocofe upoii 
Mr. Harfiforis countenance. I hope he hath 
no return of illnefs, nor is more lean than I 
Vol. VI. O left 
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left him. He muft borrow an hour more 
from his ftudies, and beftow it on exercife 
and mirth ; otherwife he may be like the 
mifer, who, by not affording himfelf victuals, 
died a dozen years the fooner, by which he 
loft many thoufand pounds more than if he 
had fed upon pheafants, and drank burgundy 
every day. I muft now repeat the com- 
miffion I mentioned. The old woman, Ken- 
rick, and Laud muft find out Sbele the wine 
merchant : a carrier will go next week to 
the deanry, be taught to find out Sbele with 
Kenrick. Sbele muft, as he promifcd, pack 
up 12 dozen of his claret which hath been 
bottled three months already. This muft 
be given to the carrier by Sbele, and ready 
put up in fome hampers as he will contrive. 
I hope Mr. Rochfort will be in town to fend 
you this letter. I am ever yours, and my 
love to the girl and boys. 
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LETTER XCVIIL 

« DEAR MADAM, 

A O fay the truth, I am not concerned 
" for the Dean's accident, fince my friend 
" Jacob fays there is no danger in it ; be- 
" caufe it keeps him from his long walks, 
" by which means I fee he is gathering 
" flefh, and I hope will gather health and 
" wealth by being here ; for, as the Scotch- 
" man fays, Whare there is Muck, there is 
« Luck. I have no news but too much 
€€ plenty of guttables ; if we had agreeable 
" companions as plenty as woodcocks, ducks, 1 
" ihipes, cum fociis, this would be a Para- 
" dife. I am, dear Madam, with all fer- 
« vices aforefaid, your moft obedient and 
*J very humble fervant, 

1 " T. S. 

€€ Pray write to the Dean to behave him- 
" felf better to me. I want you to 
« ftand by m?." 
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LETTER XCIX. 
Lord B to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, Bath, Nov. 22, 1735. 

HAVE been waiting for an opportunity 
to write to you with fafety, becaufe I bad a 
mind to do it with freedom ; and particu- 
larly to explain to you what I meant, when 
I told you fome time ago, that I was almoft 
tired with ftruggling to no purpofe againft 
oniverfal corruption, I am now at the Bat A, 
where there are at prefent many Irijb fami- 
lies, and though I have enquired of them 
all, if any gentleman or fervant was return- 
ing thither, yet I can hear of none, fo that 
I am forced, if I write at all, to truft my 
letter by the common poft. Nothing is 
more certain than that this letter will be 
opened there, the rafcals of the office have 
moft infamous directions to do it upon all 
bccafions; but they would, every man of 
them, be turned out, if a letter of mine to 
you, (hould eicape their intuition. I am 
thinking what the minifters may get by their 
peeping; why if I fpeak my mind very plain- 
ly, they may difcover two things ; one is, 

that 
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that I have a very great regard for you ; the 
other, that I have a very great contempt for 
them ; and in every thing I fay or do, ftill 
fet them at defiance. Thefe things, if they 
did not know before, they are very wel- 
come to find out now ; and I am deter- 
mined in fome other points likewife, to 
fpeak my mind very plainly to you. You 
nraft know then, that when I faid I grew 
weary of contending with corruption, I ne- 
ver meant abfolutely to withdraw myfelf 
from parliament; perhaps I may not flacken 
even my pcrfonal oppofition to the wicked 
meafurcs of the administration, but really I 
find my health begins to require fome atten- 
tion, and I labour under a diftemper which 
the long fittings in parliament by no means 
agree with. When Mr. Faulkner delivered 
me your former letter (for I have fince had 
one fent me hither by Mr. Pope) I was juft 
got up from my bed, where I had lain the 
whole night in moft exceffive torture, with 
a violent fit of the gravel. I was not able 
to write you any anfwer by him, who was 
to depart in two days, and ever fince I have 
been at * this place drinking the waters, in 
hopes they may be of fervice to me. Be- 
tides this of my ill (late of health, I am 

G 3 coq-? 
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convinced that our constitution is already 
gone, and we are idly Struggling to main- 
tain, what in truth has been long loft, like 
fome old fools here, with gout and palfies at 
fourfcore years old, drinking the waters in 
hopes of health again. If this was not our 
cafe, and that the people are already in ef- 
fect flaves, would it have been poffible for 
the fame minifter, who had proje&ed the 
excife fcheme (before the heats it had occa- 
fioned in the nation were well laid) to have 
chofen a new parliament again exactly to his 
mind ? and though perhaps not altogether 
fo ftrong in numbers, yet as well difpofed 
in general to his purpofes as he could wifh. 
His matter, I doubt, is not fo well beloved 
as I could wifh he was; /the minifter, I am 
fare, is as much hated and detefted as ever 
man was, and yet, I fay, a new parliament 
was chofen of the ft amp that was defired, 
juft after having failed in the moft odious 
fcheme that ever was projefted. After this, 
what hopes can there ever poffibly be of 
fuccefs ? Unlefs it be from confufion, which 
God forbid, I fhould live to fee. In Short, 
the whole nation is fo abandoned and cor- 
rupt, that the crown can never fail of a ma- 
jority in both houfes of parliament; he 

malm 
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makes them all in one houfe, and he chufes ._ 
above half in the other. Four and twenty 
bifhops and fixteen Scotch lords, is a terrible 
weight in one; forty-five from one country, 
befides the weft of England> and all the go- 
vernment boroughs, is a dreadful number in 
the other. Were his majefty inclined to- 
morrow to declare his body-coachman his 
firft minifter, it would do juft as well, and 
the wheels of government would move as 
cafily as they do with the fagacious Driver, 
who now fits in the box. Parts and abilities 
are not in the leaft wanting to condudt af- 
fairs 5 the coachman knows how to feed his 
cattle, and the other feeds the beads in his 
fervice, and this is all the lkill that is ne- 
ceflary in either cafe. Are not thefe fufli- 
cient difficulties and difcouragements, if 
there were no others ; and would any man 
ftruggle againft corruption, when he knows, 
that if he is ever near defeating it, thofe 
who make ufe of it, only double the dofe, 
and carry all their points farther, and witli 
a higher hand, than perhaps they at firft in- 
tended, Befides all this, I have had parti- 
cular misfortunes and difappointments : I 
had a very near relation of great abilities, 
\yho was my fellow labourer in the public 
G 4 caufe 
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caufe: he is gone; I loved and efleemed 
him much, and perhaps wifhed to fee him 
one day ferving his country in fome honour^ 
- able ftation : no man was^more capable of 
doing it, nor had better intentions for the 
public fcrvicc than himfelf, and I may truly 
fay, that the many mortifications he met 
with, in ten or twelve years ftruggling in 
parliament, was the occafion of his death. 
I have loft likewife the trueft friend, I may 
almoft fay fervant, that ever man had, in 
Mr. Merrily he underftood the courfeof the 
revenues, and the public accounts of tjic 
kingdom as well, perhaps better, than any 
man in it, and in this refpedt he was of 
fingular ufe to me : it is utterly impoflible 
for me to go through the drudgery by my- 
felf, which I ufed to do eafily with his affift- 
ance, and herein it is that oppofition galls 
the moft. 

Thefe feveral matters I have enumerated, 
you will allow to be fome difcouragements i 
but nevcrthelefs, when the time comes, I 
believe you will find me adling the fame part 
1 have ever done, and which I am more fa- 
tisfied with myfelf for having done, fince 
my conduft has met with your approbation : 
and give me- leave to return you my finccre 

thank 
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thanks for the many kind expreffions of 
your friendship, which I efteem as 1 ought, 
and will endeavour to deferve as well as I 
can. You enquire after Bolingbroke, and 
when he will return from France. If he 
had liftened to your admonitions and chid- 
es about oeconomy, he need never have 
gone there ; but now I fancy he will fcarce 
return from thence, till an old gentleman, 
but a very hale one, pleafes to dye* I have 
feen fevcral of your letters on frugality to 
our poor friend John Gay (who needed them 
not) but true patriotifm can have no other 
foundation. When I fee lords of the greateft 
eftates, meanly (looping to take a dirty pen- 
fion, becaufe they want a little ready money 
for their extravagancies, I cannot help wish- 
ing to fee fome papers writ by you, that 
may, if poffible, fhame them out of it. 
This is the only thing can recover our con- 
futation, and reftore honefty. I have often 
thought that if ten or a dozen patriots, who 
are known to be rich enough to have ten 
dirties every day for dinner, would invite 
their friends only to two or three, it might 
perhaps fhame thofe who cannot afford two, 

• Lord Bolingbrokit father, lord Si. Jtbn. 
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from having conftantly ten, and fo it would 
be in every other circumftance of life : but 
luxury is our ruin. This grave fluff that I 
have written, looks like preaching, but I 
may venture to fay to you, it is not, for I 
fpeak from the fincerity of my heart. We 
are told a peace is made: if it be true, I 
am fatisfied our minifters did not fo much 
as know of the negotiation : the articles, 
which are the oftenfible ones, are better than 
could be expedted, but I doubt there are 
fome fecret ones, that may coft us dear, and 
I am fully convinced the fear of thefe will 
furnifh our minifters a pretence for not re- 
ducing a (ingle man of our army. I have 
juft room to tell you a ridiculous ftory has 
happened here. In the diocefe of Wells the 
bifhop and his chancellor have quarrelled : 
the confequence has been, the bifhop has 
excommunicated the chancellor, and he in 
return has excommunicated the two- arch- 
deacons. A vifitation of the clergy was ap- 
pointed; the bi&op not being able to go 
himfelf, direded his archdeacons to vifit for 
hirp. The chancellor alleges from the con- 
ftitution of him, this cannot be, and that 
the bifhop can delegate his power to nobody 
but himfelf; fo that probably all the clergy 

who 
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who attend on the chancellor will be ex- 
communicated by the bifliop, and all who 
obey the orders of the archdeacons will be 
excommunicated by the chancellor. The 
bifliop in the cathedral, when the fentence 
of excommunication was going to be read, 
lent for it, and tore it in the open church ; 
the chancellor afterwards affixed it on the 
church doors. There are a great many more 
very ridiculous circumftances attending this 
affair, which I cannot well explain: but 
upon a reference of the whole to my lord 
high chancellor, I am told he has declared 
his opinion in fupport of his brother chan- 
cellor. I am glad I have left no fpace to put 
my name to the bottom of my letter ; after 
fome things I have faid it may be improper, 
and I am fure it is needlefs when I allure 
you no man can be with more fincerity and 
regard than I am, your mod obedient hum- 
ble fervant. 
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LETTER C. 
Mrs. WHITEWAY to Dr. SWIFT. 
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SIR, 

RECEIVE as a high favour your juit 
reprimand for not anfwering your letter by 
the firft port ; nay, I will add another fault 
to it, by endeavouring to excufe myfelf. It 
was out of the higheft refpe<ft I did not 
write, left you ftiould think me too forward 
in giving trouble. But fince I have your li- 
cence, I will not mifs an opportunity of 
paying my moft humble duty, and of ac- 
knowledging the greateft obligations I ever 
lay under to any mortal. I have had the 
very ill fortune to come late under your 
care; yet even thefe difadvantages do not 
hinder you from afting the moft friendly 
part, of endeavouring to enlarge my mind, 
and mending my errors : . you fee how indu- 
ftrioufly I avoid mentioning the word faults. 
When you left us, 1 did not think it would 
be poflible for me to dread getting a letter 
from you; but the account of your leg, 
which I find worfe and worfe, alarms me to 
that degree, that I tremble for the confe- 

quence. 
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quencc. I conjure you, dear Sir, not to 
truft any longer to country helps : your ap- 
petite, your health, is in the greateft dan- 
ger, by fitting fo much as you muft be 
obliged to do, till that is well. I know life 
is as little regarded by you as any one; 
but to live in mifery, is what I am fure you 
ought to avoid. The wine was packed up 
on Tuefday laft in a hogfliead : I thought 
{feat was fafer than a hamper c Mr. Kenrick 
Mid Laud were by all the time : they add 
Mr. Sbele were here with me that night : 
they tell me they got large bottles, of which 
I giave a great charge. Mr. Sbele defires the 
wine may be kept in the fame manner it it 
now packed, and taken out by half dozens 
as it is ufed : the numbers taken out may 
be chalked on the head of the veffel, to fee 
that juftice is done : he thinks it will keep 
better that way than perhaps in a cellar. I 
think you came off fcandaloufly cheap with 
treating fixteen gentlemen for a moidore. 
Pray, Dodtor Sheridan, when the Dean next 
uies you ill, tell him of his pitiful doings. 
My fon is greatly obliged to you, Sir, for 
your care and advice ; and affures me your 
word (hall be an oracle to him. He has not 
had a return of his difordcr ; yet his flo- 

mach 
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mach is gone, and of confequence his fpl* 
rits. Mr. and Mrs. Morgan have com- 
manded me to fend you their moft obedient 
refpeds, and are much concerned about 
your leg. Pray, Sir, date your letters. I 
believe both you and Dr. Sheridan hate writ- 
ing the word November ; for not one of them 
have been dated. I only hate the day of the 
month : the truth was, in my lad I could 
not recoiled it (for I think I forgot it) and 
watched for fome of the brats to tell me. 
Left I fliould do the fame now> be pleafed 
to remember I write this Nov. 22, 1735. 
I am, Sir, your mod obedient and moft 
obliged humble fervant, 

MARTHA WHITEWAY. 

If you are pleafed to diredt to me under 
cover to Mr. Morgan, I (hall get your 
letters. Perhaps Mr. Rocbfort may go 
out of town, and then I (hould be long 
without them* 
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LETTER CI. 

Dr. SWIFT and Dr. SHERIDAN to 
Mrs. WHITEWAY. 

DEAR MADAM, Nov. 22, 1735. 

XxAVING anfwered your long letter, 
which was irtiproved by the Do&or's * ad- 
ditions, I now tell you that a Monday next, 
which will be the 24th inftant, a carrier will 
go from hence, and is directed by another 
letter to you, to manage the bufineft offend- 
ing the twelve dozen of wine, which Mr. 
Sbele has ready bottled 1 , and muft fee it 
packed up in his bcft manner in hampers or 
hogfheads, as I mentioned in my laft, and 
that the wine was bottled (as he fays) two 
months before I came away. Kenrick and 
Laud and the woman will be your affiftants. 
The fellow will be with you by Wednefday 
night or <Tburfday morning, and I will write 
by him. I cannot fay my fhin is yet better, 
although our apothecary and the barrack fur- 
geon attend me; but they fee no danger, 
and promife I fhall recover in a few days, 

• Mr. Harrifon's. 
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Mean time, I dare neither walk nor ride; 
and yet I think my ftomach is better, and 
£o may continue till I grow weary of fnipe, 
teal, widgeon, woodcock, hare, leveret, wild 
duck, fieldfare, &c. My fervice to your He 
and the brats. Let Kenrick, my verges 
know what I write about the wine, that he 
and Laud and the woman may be prepared ; 
this will fave me a letter to him, I am ever 
entierement vous. 

Cavan, Not. 22d, 1735. 

t (hall never be quiet ; a country autW 
unknown hath fent me a manufcript jof 200 
pages for my judgment. Pray fend me thd 
three quires of paper in quarto; for th* 
Dodtor hath fwallowed up mine, and we 
have none left. 

" I can affure you, dear Madam, with 
pleafure, that the Dean begins to look 
healthier and plumper already ; and I 
hope will mend every day. But to deal 
€€ plainly with you, I am a little afraid of 
u his good ftomach, though vidhials are 
• c cheap, becaufe it improves every day, and 
1 do not know how far this may increafc 

« my 



u 



<c 



it 



( 97 ) 

c< my family expcnces. He pays me t>u< 
u two crowns a week for his ordinary i 
" and 1 own, that I am a. little too xnodeft 
* c to grumble at it; but if you would give 
€< him a hint about wear and tare of goods, 
" I make no doubt but his own difcretioa 
€f would make him raife his price. Pray 
" do this (as you do all other things) in 
" the handfomcft manner you can. I am, 
" to you and yours, as much yours as the* 
" Dean aforefaid." 

I defire you will hint to the t>o#or thaf 
he would pleafe to abate four (hillings a 
week from the ten, which he moft exorbi-* 
tantly makes me pay him ; but tell him yo« 
got this hint from another hand, and that 
all Dublin cries fhame at him for it. 
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LETTER CII. 
W 
Mrs. WHITEWAY to Dr. SWIFT. 

, SIR, Nov. 25, 173s. . 

\ HAVE not known, for fome years, the 
pleafure of a poft-day, till within thefe three 
weeks. I read your letters twenty times 
over. I tell you this to induce you to con- 
tinue me your favour ; for I know it is your 
ftudy to make the wretched happy. The 
wine is ready for the carman, and all the 
caution taken that you commanded. If I 
durft, I would repine, that you could think 
I fliould require your orders three times re-^ 
peated to take care of what you told me 
your health depended on. I rejoice to find 
your ftomach is better, but grieve to hear 
your leg continues (o long bad. I (hall de- 
fpife your furgeon and apothecary, if they 
do not cure it immediately. Apollo hath 
always waited on you, when it was not half 
fo material. Where the vengeance is he 
now ? After all, he juftly quits you, fince 
you have left off invoking him. Idlenefs is 
your crime ; to punifh you, he confines you 
to a chair, and the penance he enjoins, is 

to 
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to employ your pen once more : if not, there 
are vultures to prey on legs as well as livers 2 
1 wifh yo* were fafe out of their hands. 
Mr. , Dr. -'a curate, laft week com- 
mitted another fine exploit : he way-laid his 
wife, who was going home from a neigh- 
bour's, a^out eleven at night, with two fer- 
vant maids with her, and would have per-* 
fuaded her to have gone to his lodging ; (he 
refufing, he called the watch, and put her 
and her maids into the watch-houfe a? ftrol- 
lers, with orders to keep them there till 

morning. Mrs. got off by fome mrfans 

or other, but the women were kept all 
night. Mrs. Sican told me the news, and 
withal that the Dr. is at laft very angry with 
him. Mr. — — 's great fondnefs to get his 
wife home, was to ftop a profecution (he 
had begun againft him in the bifliop's court, 
for cruel ufage; and if he had prevailed on 
her to have gone with him, the affair muft 
have dropped. I was at the deanry on Sa~ 
turday, though I forgot to mention it in my 
laft letter. My fon was there yefterday, and 
1 would have been there to-day, if a fwelled 
face had not prevented me. I have fent for 
, Mr. Kenricky or Mr. Laud, to let them know 
your commands. I muft beg the favour of 
H z you 
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you to deliver the inclofed to Dr. Sheridan, 
and to pardon my fealing it. You are fenfi- 
ble there are fecrets that the ne^eft friends 
muft not fee. As you have nothing to do, 
be pleafed to write me the heads of the two 
hundred pages in manufcript, and I will 
give my opinion about it. I muft now in- 
treat you to think of coming to town ; I 
truft in God your (hin will not require it; 
but confider how it is poflible for me to 
fpend the Winter evenings, who have been 
fo delightfully entertained all Summer at the 
deanry. I have (laid till the laft moment 
before I fealed this, in expiation of feeing 
fomebody from your houfe, but am difap- 
pointed. I promife to take care to fee the 
wine leave this place fafe, and to fend the 
* paper by the carman. My fon and daughter 
are your moft obedient fervants. I am, Sir, 
with the higheft relpeft, your moft obliged 
and moft obedient humble fervant, 

MARTHA WH1TEWAY, 
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LETTER CHI. 
Mrs. WHITEWAY to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, Dublin, Nov. 29th, 1735. 

X NEVER was more out of temper in 
my life than I have been thefe two days ; 
yefterday that 1 did not hear from you, and 
to-day at the rogue that brought your letter 
to Mr. Kenrkk at ten laft night, and the di£» 
appointment we have met with from him 
that was to carry the wine to Cavan. The 
inclofed letter gives fo full an account, that 
I need add nothing tp it, but his being a 
right county of Cavan man. I defire Dr. 
Sberidqn wiH take care for the future not to 
employ them about your bufinefs; I owe 
him this reflection for trufting fuch rogues. 
Pray, fir, tell mc what I fhall do in this bu- 
finefs ; (hall I get Mr. Shele and Mr. Kenrick 
to look out for an iioneft carman, and agree 
as cheap as we can to carry it to you ? for I 
find there is no depending on the Doctor's 
countrymen. Had you aflured me, as you 
fay the furgeon does, that your leg was bet- 
ter, my joy would be equal to the uneafi- 
nefs I have fuffered on that occafion. I fear 
H 3 I 
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I (hall never have the pleafure of being 
with you on your birth -day ; were my purfe 
as heavy as my heart is, that I cannot be 
with you to-ii;orrow, I would this night have 
been at Cavan, and have left it on Monday 
mbrning. 

I (hall make a great entertainment to- 
morrow for my family, to celebrate the Dra- 
pier's birth-day, and drink his health. My 
two eldeft cubs (match me that) prefent you 
their moil humble and obedient refpe&s, 
with their hearty wiflies of long life, health 
and happinefs to attend you. They durft 
not take the liberty to fend this with their 
hand, but do it with their heart,. I fend you 
their own words; but where fhall I find 
any that can exprefs what I would fay on 
the fubjedt ? the moft fincere would be what 
I defire for myfelf whilft I continue in this 
world, which is health and quietnefs. This 
1 pray God grant you in the largell: portion, 
and life as long as you fhall defire if ! 

Mr. Morgans heatheni/h name is Marcus 
Antcnius ; I faw him and his lady yefterday, 
who both fay they (hould be glad to kifs 
your hand; his elde.'l fon is in the meafles. 
J^aft night died the bifhop of Ofjory of an 
inflammation on the lungs : he caught cold 

on 
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on Sunday at the Caftle chapel. We have 
provided one of the bifhopricks for dodtor 
Mar/ay. 

I am told by fome people that lord Orrery 
intends to make you and dodlor Sheridan a 
vifit ; if fo, I fear it will be a long time be- 
fore you will think of returning here. I 
expeft a long letter from dodtor Sheridani 
in anfwer to all that I have faid to him in 
this. 

I think this is fo well written that it 
needs no apology for a bad pen. 

I am, Sir, your moft humble and moft 
obedient fcrvant, 

M. WHITEWAY. 

LETTER CIV. 

Dr. SWIFT and Dr. SHERIDAN to 
Mrs. WHITEWAY. 

DEAR MADAM, Cavan, Nov. 28, 1735. 

JL T A K E advantage a day before the port 
to write to you ; and this is the firft day I 
have ventured to walk this fortnight paft, 
except yefterday, when I dined with my 
furgeon at the barrack. This morning I 
vifited four ladies in the town, of which 

H 4 your 
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your friend Mrs. Donald/on was one. My 
whole journey hath been difappointed by this 
accident ; for I intended to have been a con- 
stant rider, and ^s much a walker as this 
dirty town would allow. Here arfc a thou- 
fand domeftic conveniences wanting; but 
One pair of tongs in the whole houfe ; th* 
turf fo yrtt, that a tolerable fire is a mira- 
cle : the kitchen is a cabin a hundred yards 
off and a half; the back and fore door al- 
ways left open, which in a ftorm (our con- 
ilant companion) threatens the fall of the 
whole edifice : Madam as crofs as the Devil, 
and as lazy as any of her fitter fows, and as 
pafty. Thefe are fome of our blind fides. 
But we have a good room to eat in, and the 
wife and lodgers have another, where the 
Podor often fits and feems to eat, but comes 
to my eating-room (which is his ftudy) there 
finishes the meal, apd hath (hare of a pint of 
wine. Then we have an honeft neighbour, 
Mr. Price y who fits the evening, and wins our 
poney at backgammon, though the Do&or 
fomctiines wins by his blundering. As to 
ineat, we are hard put to it. *Tis true, our 
beef and mutton are very good; but for 
the reft, we are forced to take up with 
Jwcp, partridges, teal, groufe, (hipes, wood- 

Wcfcs, 
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cocks, plover, filver eels, and fuch trafh* 
which although they be plentiful and excel- 
lent in their kinds, you know are unworthy 
of a refined Dublin dean. I expert before 
this letter goes that the carrier will be here 
with the wine, and that I (hall have time 
to chide you for five dozen of bottles broke 
by the ill packing up. He fet out from hence 
on Tuefday, but I fuppofe cannot return tilt 
next week. J had, fcveral days ago, a let* 
ter from Mrs. Skan, and another from her 
French fon *, an excellent good one $ when 
you go that way, tell her of this, with my 
fervice, and that I will write to her foon. 
Your letters have been fo friendly, fo fre* 
quent, and fo entertaining, and oblige me 
ib much, that I am afraid in a little time 
they will maie me forget you are a coufin, 
and treat you as a friend* U jfpal/o h&th 
intirely negk&ed my head, can you think 
be will descend to take care of my £hin ? 
{Earthly ladies forfefce us at forty, *nd the 

• The Dr. call* youog Dr. ftcon her Frtncb fon, 
becaufe be was then travelling in France. This young 
gentleman was at laft unfortunately murdered, as he 
was travelling in Italy in a poft-cfaaife, by a perfon whp 
fired his piftol at him from another poft-chaife, upon 
fame 4ifpute totwete the drivers contending for the 

w*y. 
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Mufes at fifty-five. I have mentioned that 
rafcal — to dodtor Delany, who defended 
him as well as he could, but very weakly; 
if the Do&or will not caft him off, he will 
juftly expofe himfelf to cenfure. 

I wifli you would fpeak to your dearly 

beloved monfter Mr. *. when he comes 

to town, about my Laracor agent, to pay mc 

fome money, and to reproach for his 

infamous negledt of my affaire. He is one 
of your favourites, and — another ; I hope 
I am not the third. 

I have juft fpoken about the thread to 
Mrs. Sheridan, who tells me, that what you 
defire is to be had here every market day; 
and that Mrs. Donald/on underftands it very 
well. <c To carry on the thread of the dif- 
c< courfe, I difcovered the little dirty b — h, 
€C the fire- maker, to be the opener of the 
<c doors, and the leaver of them fo; for 
" which the Dean had her lugged this even- 
cc ing by the cook-maid ; for which he paid 
u her a three-pence -f-, and gave the little 
u girl a penny for being lugged ; and be- 
<c caufe the cook did not lug her well en- 
" ough, he gave her a lugging, to (hew 

t A little filver piece current in thofe days, but the 
fpecies has been long worn out. 

" her 
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C€ her the way. Thefe are fome of our fu- 
€t blimer amufements. I wi(h you were 
c< here to partake of th.em. The only thing 
€ . f of importance I can tell you is," — (Ay, 
what is it ? He (hall be hanged rather than 
take up any more of this paper. Is it true 
that the Legion Club is (inking the value 
of gold and filver to the fame with Eng- 
land, and are putting 4 /. a hogfhead more 
duty on wine ? The curfed vipers ufe all 
means to increafe the number of abfentees. 
Well, I muft go to the market about this 
thread. It is now Nov. 29th j I fear the 
Po£tor will hedge in a line. I have now 
got Mr. Morgan's heathenifh Chriftian name, 
and will diredt my letters to him. I am to 
finifli a letter to Mrs. Sican : I defire you 
will call on her fometimes. My love to 
your brats* I have fettled with Mrs. Do- 
naldfon about the thread ; but will order a 
double quantity, that you may knit (lockings 
for your dear felf. Let the Dodtor conclude. 
I am ever, &c. i€ Madam, I have only 
u room to tell you that I will fee you the 
" 1 2th or 1 3th of Deer.) excufe a long pa- 
* c rcnthefis : your moft obedient and" 
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LETTER CV. ' 
Mrs. WHITEWAY to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, Dublin, December ad, 1735* 

X WADED this morning through dirt 
and rain to the Deanryi but 1 place no 
more to your account than (rom High-Street. 
I found every thing in great order ; your bed 
and window curtains cleaned, and, to toy fa- 
tisfa&ion, the great chairs covered ; the dogs 
in high fpirits, the woman in good humour, 
and Mr. Ktnrick and Mrs. Ridgeway on duty. 
I am quite afhamed of my entertainment on 
Sunday. The Drapier's birth-day was cele- 
brated by Mr. Laud with a dinner of wild- 
duck, plover, turkey, and pullet ; two bowls 
of punch, and three bottles of claret. At 
night Mr. Kenrick gave a fupper, with ah 
/ocean of punch. Their houfes were illu- 
minated, and the bells rung. Several other 
houfes followed their example. 

I am almoft reconciled to your furgeon ; 
the next letter, I hope, will finifti our quar- 
rel. When he has fet you firmly on your 
legs, if making Gods were not out of fafhion, 

I 
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I would tranftate him ; however he dvati be 
my faint. 

As you have been remarkable for never 
being fevere on the ladies, I am furpritcd 
you fliould fay that we forfeke the men at 
forty. I deny the fa& ; while they ling owe 
praifes, we continue to hold them in admi- 
ration. For an example of this, I give the 
author of The Ladies' Dreftng-rom> «nd 
Strepbm and Cbhe, who, by wririfig thefe 
poems, gained the hearts of the whole fex. 

I heartily pky you for want of meat ; i 
wifh I could fend you a large (houkler df 
mutton, frefti killed ; how pure and fuieet k 
would eat! I have juft left part of one in the 
parlour; the very thoughts of it make me 
hungry again : I think I will go down, and 
take the other flke *. I know it is not to 
any purpofe to reproach you whfa avarice, 
for a poor pint of wine among three of you. 
Whatever you do at home, 1 am alhomed to 
find you fliew it at Cavan 5 I &ppo& yottr 
excufe will be at the expence of the poor 

• Here Mrs. Whiteway is merry with the Do&os* 
who could not endure mutton which had not been killed 
three dr four days before : on the contrary, Mrs. WhiW- 
way liked hew io frelh, that Dr. Swift ufcd ple*f*ntly 
to (ay of her, That flie liked mutton that was killed to- 
smjxiuw* ^ 

carman $ 
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carman ; but if you had any generality, you 
would live on the public, as I do, till your 
rents came in. Dr. Sheridan fays, you gave 
private orders, and countermanded the wine, 
to fpunge on him. I own I think it looks 
like it, or you would not have let the man 
come to town without a car. 

I fee you are proof againft ftorms within 
and without doors, or you would not think 
of flaying in the country when the Dodor 
leaves it. There is no occafion for you to 
convince the world that you want but one 
trial to outdo Socrates in every thing ; let not 
this keep you, fori promife to provide one 
for 3 j. 4</. that fhall outfhine Solomons braw- 
ler. / 

Molly and young Harrifon are grown fo 
faucy at feeing their names fo often in your 
letters, that I cannot govern them : pray be 
pleafed to take them down a little. All that 
I can do to vex them, is not to fend you their 
compliments. My fon intreats you will finifh 
your Latina Anglia treatife ; which he de- 
fires you will immediately fend him a copy 
of. 

Do&or Sheridan s laft letter is fo long and 
full of particulars, that I cannot anfwer it 
till I fee him. I am fo proud of being dis- 
carded 
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earded froth being a coufin, that for the fu- 
ture I fhall not own either Efq; or 

Mr. for relations ; nor ever dare to 

think you a favourite. But I hope you will 
allow me to term you my Oracle, and to ac- 
knowledge myfelf, Sir, your moft humble 
and moft obedient fervant, 

MARTHA WHITEWAY. 

LETTER CVI. 
Dr. SWIFT to iMrs. WHITEWAY. 

DEAR MADAM, Cavan, Dec. 6, 1735. 

1 HAVE yours of Nov. the 29th. The 
Dodtor, who is always fanguine, reckoned 
upon the wine as fure as if it had been in 
his cellar under the flairs > but I, who am 
ever defponding, told him 1 was fure there 
would be fome difappointment I matter it 
not, for we have enough ftill to hold us a 
reafonable term, at one bottle a day between 
us, at leaft if he would leave off inviting 
young Mr. Price, Parfqn Richard/on, Mr. 
Najb, Mr. Jacob, Surgeon of the troop, 
Squire Fleming of Balhaynockbye, Dodtor 
O Neil, Dodor Fluid, Parfon Charlton of 
Evacjktfronyeul, befide the reft of our Cavan 

gentry 
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gentry and neighbourhood* I will not have 
the wine fent by any carrier on purpofe : it 
would be a confounded expence : but we 
will wait until a further opportunity by 
Marcus Tally, the genuine orator and carrier 
of our city. I refufed a long time to (hew 
the Doftor that part of your letter which 
refleds upon not only his countrymen, but 
his townfmen, and fifty to one but upon one 
of his own or madam's coufins ; yet there 
is no danger of kindred, for our town agrees 
that Tulfy is an honeft carrier. I was in 
hopes your great entertainment had been 
for your tenant, with his half year's rent. I 
am forry it was on account of feme fcrub 
Drapier, of whom I never heard. Only I 
know they are all rogues, and I fhall not 
pay for their extravagance. I forgot to tell 
you that the barrack-furgeon prefcribed the 
very fame medicine that you advifed for my 
fhin. My leg is fo well, that I have been 
twice riding, and walk ih the town, that is 
to fay in the dirt, every day. We have now 
a fine froft, and walk fafe from dirt ; but 
k is like a life at court, very flippery. I 
do not like to fee my money laid out m 
cleaning curtains, and covering chairs ; but 
fincc, as you fay, you are pleafcd to be at 

that 
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that eftperice, 1 thankfully fubmit. The 

DoCtor will be with you on Friday next : 
he goes to fee the Grand Monde; and beg 
fubfeription* to build k fchool-hoofe. He 
taxes you only at ten guineas. I am to (lay 
with madam and his daughter until his re* 
turn, which will be about a motith hence; 
when days grow longer and warmer. Pox 
take country ladies dinners: In fpite of all 
I could fey, I was kept fo late by their for- 
mality on Tburfday laft, that I was forced 
to ride five miles after night-fall, on the 
^vorft road in Europe, or county of Cavan. 
The Dodor cannot have time to write a 
Word : he expe&s a rogue of an agent this 
evening, who will not come, with two or 
three hundred pounds arrears, by which 
meads I (hall be kept here for want of mo- 
ney, which I was fool enough to expeft to 
get from him, to bear my charges back. My 
fhin coft me three guineas, arid I brought 
but twenty poimds. I defire the room and 
ixd I lye in may be often aired. The Doc- 
tor will not lyfe at the diariry, becaufe ft isr 
far from his friends, and he is afraid of rob- 
bers. I approve your name of Cub ; but 
may your male cub never fit in the club. I 
will not pay the three (hillings and four- 
Vol. VI. I pence 
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pence for a wife, as you propofe, becaufe I 
can get one here for two thirteens. Mrs. 
Do>ialdfon is making the thread with her 
own fair fingers. I dare not come to town 
till Mifs Harrifon gives me a general dis- 
charge. 1 defire to know her utmoft de- 
mands. My chief amufement here is back- 
gammon. Dr. Sheridan is a peevifli bungler, 
and 1 fometimes win his money. Mr. Price 
is an expert civil gamefter, and I alvVay6 loft 
to him. This is the fiate of my affkirs. 
The Dodfcor is come up, and fays he will not 
write a word, becaufe he is bufy, and will 
fee you foon. Entre nous I will not flay when 
the Doftor is gone ; but this is a ffecret : 
and if my health and the weather will per- 
mit, I will be in town two or three days 
after him. So I clofe this letter, and re- 
main entierement a vous, &c. 

My humble fervice to the bearer * and 
his lady. God ever blefs you and your fire- 
fide. 

* Mr. Morgan, to whom this letter was enveloped 
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LETTER CVIL 
irl of ORRERY to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Jan. 3, 1735-6. 

HAVE thought it more than a ccn- 
ry fince I faw you. I crawled out to you 
i Saturday, but was forced to come from 
tar boufe and go to bed ; fince which timb 
dave not ftirred out of my chamber. My 
Id continues ftill bad ; and has been hang- 
g upon me now for above a fortnight, 
ay tell me when I may hope to fee you 
p&n : & notas audire Gf reddere voces. I 
oe at home to-morrow : will you {hare a 
wl with me ? I am fcarce able to hold 
» my head ; but the fight of you will go a 
eat way towards recovering your ever oblig- 
t and faithful fervant, 

ORRERY. 
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LETTER CVIII. 
Mrs. PENDARVES to Dr. SWIFT: 
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SIR, Bath, 7th Jan. 1735-6. 

AM told you have fome thoughts of 
coming here in the fpring. I don't think 
it proper to tell you how well pleafcd I 
am with that faint profpedt ; for fuch I muft 
call it till the report is confirmed with your 
own hand. I write in all hade to know if 
you really have any fuch defign; for if you 
have, I (hall order my affairs accordingly, 
that I may be able to meet you here. The 
good old cuftom of wiihing a happy nevr 
year to one's friends is now exploded amongft 
our refined people of the prefent age ; but I 
hope you will give me leave to tell you, with- 
out being offended, that I wifh you many 
years of happinefs. The phyficians have at 
laft advifed my fifter to the Batb waters. 
We have been here a fortnight : they do 
not difagree with her ; that is all can be faid 
of them at p relent. I wrote to you from 
Paradife, and hope there is a letter of yours 
travelling towards me : I think I have ufed 
you to a bad cuftom of late, that of writing 

two 
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two letters for one of yours. I am often 
told I have great aflurance in writing to you 
at all, and to be fure I muft do it with great 
fear and trembling. I am not believed when 
I affirm I write to you with as much eafc 
as to any corrcfpondcnt I have ; for I know 
you as much above criticifing a letter of 
mine, as I (hould be below your notice, if I 
gave myfelf any affe&ed airs : you have en- 
couraged my correfpondence, and I fhould 
be a brute if I did not make the bed of fuch 
an opportunity. 

Bath is full of people, fuch as they are ; 
none worth giving you any account of : my 
folace is Mrs. Barber, whofe fpirit and good 
countenance cheers me whenever I hear or 
fee her ; (he is at prefent pretty well. Com- 
pany is this moment coming up flairs, and 
I can only add that I am, Sir, your moil 
faithful humble fervant, 

M. PENDARVES* 
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LETTER CIX. 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Cavan, Jan. 17, 1735-6, 

I RECEIVED your letter of reproachd 
with plcafufe ; and as I know you hate e*« 
cufes, I (hall make none. Whoever has in- 
formed you that I was not in my fchool at 
the right time appointed, has not done th$ 
jufticej for whatever elfe I may difappoint, 
that fhall be inviolably and punctually oh. 
fcrved by me. ******** 
****** 

As for my Quondam friends, Aft you ftild 
them, Quondam thfcm all. It is thd moft 
decent way I can curfe them ; for thfcy lulled 
me afleep till they ftole my fchool into the 
hands of a blockhead, and have driven me 
towards the latter end of my life to a dif- 
agreeable folitude, where I have the mifery ' 
to refled upon my folly in making fuch a 
perfidious choice, at a time when it was not 
in my nature to fufpe.*t any foul upon earth* 

Now to think a little for myfelf. The 
duke of Vorfet docs certainly owe me a fmall 

living 
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living for the expenfive entertainment I gave 
him from Terence *. I only want a proper 
perfon to dun him ; and I know it will be 
done if my lord Orrery will undertake it. Do. 
not think me fanguine in this ; for more un- 
likely and lefs reafbnable favours have been 
granted. God knows whether, during my 
life, we (hall have another fcholar fent us 
for a lord lieutenant. **♦♦** 
« « + * * 

I wifh you as much happinefs as I have 
plague, which is enough for any honeft man. 
I am, dear Sir, your moil obedient and very 
bumble fervant, 

THOMAS SHERIDAN, 

LETTER CX. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. WHITEWAY. 

MY DEAR MADAM, Feb. i8, 1735-6. 

X P I T Y you and your family, and I hear- 
tily pray for both : I pity myfelf, and my 
prayers are not wanting ; but I pity not 
him +• I count already that you and I and 

• This was a play of Terence, a&cd by the Dr/s 
fcb&lars for the entertainment of the duke. 

t Tberthilus Harrifon> Efq; a young gentleman of 
three and twextfy, who was then upon his death-bed. 

I 4 the 
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the world muft lofc him ; but do not loft* 
yourfelf. I was born to a million of difap r 
pointments : I had fct my heart very much 
upon that young man ; but I find he has no 
b'ufinefs in fo corrupt a wprld. Therefore 
pray take courage from Chriftianity, which 
will aflift you when humanity fails : I wifli 
J were in his condition, with his virtues. 
| am a little mending, to my fhame be it 
ipoker). I (hall alio lofe a fotf of a fon as 
well as you : only our cafes arc different ; 
for you have more, and it is your duty to 
preferve yourfelf for them. I am ever your 
port affectionate and obedient, &C. 

J. SWIFT. 

LETTER CXJ. 

Jf he Bifhop of K I L M O R E * to Dr. 
SWIFT. 

REVEREND SIR, February *3, 1735-6. 

X SEND you the whole piece *f 9 fuch as 
It is : I fear you will find the addition, pur r 
jTuant to your hint, heavy ; for I could nqt 

• Dr. Jo/tab Harte, afterwards arcbbifhop of Tuam. 

t Ji hurt on Quadrille, for which Mr." Faulkner the 
Wrinter was fent tb Ntwgate. Vide John/Ion's edition of 
ywifi's ^01 ks printed 1765, letter N. 65. ' ■'.'"- 
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get my imagination warmed to the fame de- 
gree as in the former part. I hope you will 
fiipply what (hall he wanting of fpirit ; and 
when you have pruned the rough feathers, 
the Ands and Thats, &c. you will fend the 
Kite to the Faulconer, to fet it a flying. I 
am your very fajthful and obedient fcrvant, 

J. K. 

May hot I claim three or four copies 
when printed ? 

LETTER CXIL 
Dr. SWIFT tp Mifs HARRISON. 

PEAR MISS HARRISON, February 23, 1735-6. 

1 AM in all poflible concern for your pre- 
feht fituation : I heartily wifh yoa could 
prevail on your mother to remove immedi- 
ately to fome friend or neighbour's houfe, 
that fhe may be out of the fight and hear- 
ing of what muft be done to-day. I wifh 
your eldeft brother JVJbiteway would take 
care to carry her to forae part of the town 
where (he might continue until your houie 
may be put in order, and every thing that 
fnight renew the memory of melancholy ob- 

. : ' s fca» 
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je&s be removed. Let your brother White- 
tvay write to me, that I may know how you 
all are, particularly your poor mother. I 
am ever, &c. 

J.SWIFT. 

LETTER CXni. 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 
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DEAR SIR, Fcbhiary 23, 1735-6, 

AM extremely concerned to find your old 
diforder has got bold of you again, which 
would not have happened if you bad taken 
my advice to continue here where you were 
well. I cannot help retorting, that I never 
knew any perfon to unadvifeable as you are, 
efpecially when it comes from me, who am 
famous for giving the beft advice, and fol- 
lowing the worft. Surely Mr. ■ ■■ ■■ cannot 
be fo unjuft as to let me be above - ■ ■ »* 
pounds a fufFerer for that profligate brute ho 
ihaked off upon me : if he does perfevere 
in it, I will let all mankind know, that he 
a&s rather like a little rafcally Irijh follicitor 
than a man of honour. 1 have already almoft 
finished a dialogue between Lady Betty Tattle 

and 
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and J*bn Solemn (if my money be not paid, 
ncceffity muft make me write for bread) 
upon a fubjed they will not much like; 
which I vow to God (hall be published. As 
I do not wear a fword, I rtmft have recourfe 
to the weapon in my hand. It is a better 
method than a law-fuit. My fchool only 
fupplies me with prefent food, without 
which I cannot live. I hope, if I have any 
friends left, it may encreafe, and*once more 
put me out of a miferable dependance upon 
the caprice of friendship. This year has been 
to me like fleering through the Cychdes in a 
ftorm without a rudder \ I hope to have a 
lefs dangerous and more open fea the next; 
and as you are out of all danger to feel the 
like fuflferingd, I pray God you may never 
feel a dun to the end of your life ; for it is 
too (hocking to an honeft heart. It grieves 
mt much to hear poor Mr. Harrifon is in fuch 
a dangerous way. I pray God preferve him, 
not only for his poor mother's fake, but the 
good of mankind ; for I think I never knew 
fo valuable a young man. I befeech you to 
let mc know, by die next port, how he is* 
I fear the worft of that horrid treacherous 
dfftemper. I am, dear Sir, with all relpeft, 

your 
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your moft obedient and very humble fer- 

▼ant, 

THOMAS SHERIDAN. 

I loft fixty-fix pounds by a rogue who run 
off Drurncor laft year. 

LETTER CXIV. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. WHITEWAY. 

DEAR MADAM, February 25, 1735-6. 

IN the midft of your grief and my own 
for the fame misfortune, I cannot forbear 
complaining of your condudk through the 
whole courfe of your affii&ion, which made 
you not only negledt yourfelf, but the grea- 
ter part of thofe whp are left, and, by the 
feme law of nature, have 911 equal title to 
your care. I writ cm Monday to Mifs Har- 
rifon, that fhe would beg you, in my name, 
to remove fome hours to a neighbour, that 
your ears might not be harrafled with the 
preparations for what was then to be done. 
She told me you would not yield; and, at. 
the fame time, fhe much feared fhe mud 
lofe you too. Some degree of wifdom is re- 
quired 
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quired in the greateft calamity, becaufe God 
requires it ; becaufe he knows what is bell 
for us ; becaufe he never intended any thing 
like perfedt happinefs in the prefent life; 
and, becaufe it is our duty, as well as in- 
tereft, to fubmit. I will make you another 
propofal, and fhall take it very unkindly if 
you do not comply. It is, that you would 
come hither this day immediately, where 
you will have a convenient apartment, and 
leave the fcenc that will be always putting 
you in mind of ybur lofs. Your daughter 
can manage the houfe, and fometimes ftep 
to fee you. All care (hall be taken of you, 
and Dr. Robinfon will vifit you with more 
eafe, if you have occafion for him. Mrs. 
Rsdgrwayfhatt attend you, and I will be your 
companion. Let Mifs Harrifon return me 
an anfwer, and things (hall be ready for you. 
I am ever, with true efteem and affe&ion, 
dear Madam, your moft obedient fervant and 
coufin, 

J. SWIFT. 
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LETTER CXV. 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Feb. 29, 1 735-6. 

I SINCERELY condole with you for the 
unfpeakable lofs of Mr. Harrtfin, which 
cannot be repaired in any other of his age 
in this world. It wounds my heart every 
moment I recollect him. I do verily believe 
no man living has met with £uch fevere trials 
in lofies of this kind as you have ; and for 
this laft, I mud own, that I have great com- 
paflion for you, as he was every day growing 
more and more into a friend and compa- 
nion ; cfpecially at a time of life which re- 
quires fuch a comfort. God Alpaighty fup- 
port his poor mother * ; for none elfe can 
give her confolation under fuqh a drcactful 
afflidion. 

Poor old Mr. Price cannot hold out a fort- 
night ; and his fon claims your promife of 
getting him fomething from the Concorda- 
tum : if it overtakes him alive, it may be a 
legacy for a worthy fuffering perfon, who 

• Mrs. JVhitcway. 

hat 

4 
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has fallen a facrifice to his principles. I am, 
dear Sir, with all refpetf, your moll obedient 
and very humble fervant, 

THOMAS SHERIDAN. 

LETTER CXVI. 

The Honourable THOMAS CAR- 
TER to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, Henrietta-4hreet, March 1 1 , j 735-6. 

JL WOIJLD have waited on you, when I 
fent my fervant with a meflage, but was in- 
formed you did not fee company. 

I have no doubt the printer will have oc- 
cafioa for a great many cargoes from our 
friend Mr. Jarvis. 

I am very glad 1 had an opportunity of do- 
ing any thing agreeable to you. I have long 
wi(hed for fome inftance of affuring you that 
I am, with great refpedt, your mod obedient 
and njoft humble fervant, 

THOMAS CARTER. 
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LETTER CXVII. 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, March 27, 1736. 

JL H A D a plcafure and grief at once iri 
your letter, to find you had not forgotten 
me, and to find you uneafy at a thing which 
God only can mend. The dream, which I 
had before the receipt of yours, was fo odd 
and out of the way, that if Artemidorus were 
living, he would confefs it to be out of all 
methods of interpretation ; yet I cannot avoid 
imparting it to you, becaufe if you be not 
much changed, no man ever could fift a 
matter to the truth beyond you. Thus ft 
was* 

Imprimis, I fell afleep (Or I could not 
dream) and what was the firft thing I farf, 
but honeft Cato in a cock- boat by himfelft 
engaging not only a large fleet of foreigners^ 
but now and then obliged to tack abort 
againft fome dirty fliattered floats, filled with 
his own countrymen. All were his enemies, 
except a very few, who were preffed arid! 
carried on againft their will by the arbitrary 
power of the rowers. I would give a (hil- 
ling, as low as money is reduced, to knotf 
the meaning of it. * * * * 
1 



. ( "9 ) 

LETTER CXVIII. 
t>r. SHERIDAN to Mrs. ALBA VIA. 

DEAR MADAM, 

I THANK my dear Friend the Dean 
tad you for your kind warning againft a cold, 
which, I thank God, is not among us, as 
I told you iq my laft. Whilkey, of which 
I take half a pint in the twenty-four hours, 
with an agreeable mixture of garlick, bitter 
orange, gentian-root, fnakeroot, wormwood, 
&c. hath preferved me from the afthma for 
three weeks paft to any violent degree. I 
am happy when my gafpings are no quicker 
than thofe of a very quick walker. So 
much for myfelf. 

Now for your jewel of a ion. I never 
met with any boy of his age of fuch tho- 
rough good fenfe, and fo great a third for 
improving himfelf. I thank God, he is as 
you and I could wifh. The Dean will have 
pleafure to examine him. Adieu. 
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LETTER CXI3C 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, April 3d, 1736. 

J WOULD have written laft poft, bur 
I had fuch a violent head ach, that I could 
no more think than a cabbage^. And now 
all the bufinefs I have is to make you a pa- 
per vifit, only to afk you, how you do ? 
You may think me impertinent for the que- 
stion ; but when I tell you, that I have not 
above three friends, you will not wonder 
that I fhould be afraid of lofing one of them; 
and therefore I muft give you fome ruler 
of regimen. 

1. Walk little and moderately. 

2. Ride flow and often. 

3. Keep your temper even with my friend 
Mrs, Whiteway. 

4. Do not (train your voice. 

5. Fret not at your fervant* blunder* 

6. Take a chearful glafs. 

7. Study as little as poflible. 

8. Find out a merry fellow, and be moth* 
with- him. 

Gtf 



( !*i ) 

ct thefe precepts by heart, and obferve tb*m 
ridfcly, and my life for yours we fhall fee 
:tter times in the next century. 
I am now fowing fome peafe and beans, 
id writing a fatire upon Mr. Fair&rot&er, 
rhom I ftile Fowlbrdtber the parifh- boy. It 
cgins thus : 

Thou lowed: fcoundrel of the fcoundrel 

'. kind, 

Extras of all the dregs of all mankind. 

bid fhall end thus : 

111 make thy dunghill reputation f ■ k , 
Write thee to death with thy own pens 
and ink. 

£ you can think of any hints of a fofter 
Und, I beg you may fend them by the next 
K)ft; for I am in hafte to whip the rafcal 
trough Dublin. Prefent my very humble 
qrvice tp Mrs. Wbitenvay. May angels pro- 
eft and keep you for the fake of your friends, 
s the fincere wifti of your mod obedient 
tnd very humble fervant. 

While footman like he waits in every hall, 

His ill- match U wife is well received by all. 

•Gracefdl and comely (he, he fcarce a man, 

A dire contraft of fcald-crow with a fwan. 

K z 
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LETTER CXX. 

Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT and 
Mrs. WHITEWAY. 

DEAR SIR, May 12th, 1736. 

1 SEND you an encomium upon Fowl- 
brotber inclofed, which I hope you will cor- 
rect ; and if the world fhould charge me 
with flattery, you will be fo good as to ex- 
plain the obligations I lie under to that great 
and good bookfeller. 

MADAM, 
How the plague can you expe£t that I 
fhould anfwer two perfons at once, except 
you fhould think I had two heads ; but this 
is not the only giddinefs you have been 
guilty of. However, I fhall not let the 
Dean know it, 

SIR, 

I wonder you would truft Mrs. Wbiteway 

to write any thing in your letter. You have 

been always too generous in your confidence. 

Never was any gentleman fo betrayed and 

abufed. 
4 
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ed. She faid more of you than I dare 
mit to this paper. 

MADAM, 

have let the Dean know all the kind 

gs you faid of him to me, and that he 

not fuch a true friend in the world. I 

e you will make him believe the fame of 



SIR, 

wifh you would banifh her your houfe, 

take my wife in her ftead, who loves 

dearly, and would take all proper care, 

tny ficknefs fhould feize you. She would 

nfallibly take a6 much care of you as 

: fhe did of me : and you know her to 

i good-natured, chearful, agreeable com- 

ion, and a very handy woman ; whereas 

J. Wbiteway is a morofe, difagreeable pra- 

and the mod aukward devil about a tick 

(on, and very ill-natured into the- bar- 

i. 

MADAM, 

believe it will not require any protefta- 

is to convince you, that you have not a 

re fincere friend upon the earth than I 

K 3 am. 
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anu The Dean confefles that he had fome 
little diflikings to you (I fancy he heart 
fome whifpers againf]; you) but I believe his 
fhare of this letter will fet all matters right. 

» 4 * 

I know he has too much honour to read 
your part of it ; and therefore I may venture 
to fpeak my mind freely concerning him. 
Pray, between ourfelves, is he not grown 
very pofitive of late ? He ufed formerly to 
Nliften to his friends advice, but now we may 
as well talk to a fea-ftorm. I could fay more, 
only Ifear this letter may mifcarry. 

SIR, 

Tbifg that impertinent woman, 'tofia ft&s 
unaccountably got jfaUr ear, mfty not ifcttr- 
rupt you, while you read the encomium,' arid 
while you give \t a touch of your brtilh j 
for I fear the colours are not flxoflg enough! 
Cannot you draw another pidur? of him ? 
1 wifli yOu would ;' for he is ; a fubjeft fit 
for the fineft hand. ' What' a glorious thirty 
it would be to make him hanghimfelf ! 

As to bufinefs, I have nothing to fay 
about money yet a while j but by the next 
|>oft yoti (hall have tWofcfiokrs notes; 'which* 
will amount to 'about fourteen or' fifteen 
founds $ and if Mr. — ?— can force himftlf 

■ -" "% 
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4o do me juftiee, it will pat about twenty- 
rfive pounds in your pocket. But then you 
muft remark, that you will put twenty of 
it out again, and fend it to Mrs. ■. I 
have nobody after that to gather for but you 5 
and if money comes in as I expe ft, you may 
borrow from, fir, yours. My tenants are as 
poor as yob, and as wicked as hii wife, or 
.the dogs would have given me fome money 
before this. Mr. Jones fwears he will ndt 
pay you the bond which I gave you, except 
you come down to receive it ; for he thinks 
it but reasonable that you Giould honour I&7- 
jturbet as well as Cavari. Mr. Coote would 
^give three of his .eyes to fee you at Coote-hilL 
All the country long for you. My green 
geeife, &c. are grown too fat. I have twenty 
iambs, upon honour, as plump as puffins, 
and as delicate as ortolans. I eat one of them 
yefterday. A bull, a bull ; hoh, I cry mer- 
cy. As I return from the county pf Gatway 
next vacation, I intend to make Dublin vAy 
way, in order to condu<9t you hither. Our 
country is now in high beauty, and every 
inch of it walkable. I wifh you all happi- 
jiefs till I fee you ; and remain, with all re- 
fpeft, your moft obedient and very humble 
iervaitt, THOMAS SHERIDAN. 
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LETTER CXXI. 
CHARLES FORD, Efq; to Dr. SWIFT, 

DEAR SIR, London, June 3d, 1736. 

X HOUG H you have left offcorrefpond- 
ing with me thefe two years and a half, I 
cannot leave you off yet ; and I think this is 
the fixth letter I have fent you, fince I have 
heard one word of you from your own hand. 
My lord Oxford told me laft winter that he 
had heard from you, and you were then well. 
Mr. Cajar very lately told me the fame. It 
is always the moft welcome news that can 
come to me ; but it would be a great addi- 
tion to my pleafure to have it from yourfelf ; 
and you know my fincere regard for you 
may in fome meafure claim it. 

I have been engaged thefe five months in 
a moft troublefome law-fuit with an Irijh 
chairman. Thofe fellows fwarm about St. 
James's, and will hardly allow you to walk 
half a ftrect, or even in the Park, on the 
faireft day. This rafcal rufhed into the en- 
try of a tavern to force me into his chair, 
ran his poles againft me, and would not let 
me pais tilj I broke his head. He made a 

jeft 
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jeft of it that night ; but the next morning 
an Irift) folicitor came, out of profound re- 
fpedt, to advife me to make the fellow 
amends : he told a difmal ftory of the fur- 
geon and the bloody fhirt, and fpoke againft 
his own intereft, merely to hinder me, whom 
he had never feen before, from being ex- 
pofed. Neither his kind perfuafions, nor the 

prudent councils of our friend Mr. L , 

and a few more, could prevail on me. A 

few days after, the folicitor brought me a 

bill found by the grand jury, and a warrant 

under the hand of three juftices againft John 

Ford, without any other addition. To fhew 

his good will, he would not affront me by 

executing the warrant ; but defired I would 

go to any juftice of peace, and give bail to 

appear the next quarter feflions. By my not 

doing it, he found out the miftake of the 

name, which he faid (hould be rectified in a 

new bill, and if I would not comply with 

their demands, after they had tried me for 

the aftault, they would bring an a&ion of 

eighty or an hundred pounds damages. I 

threatened in my turn; at which he laughed, 

as I fhould do, if a little child fhould threaten 

to knock me down. As they proceeded 

againft me, I thought it time to begin with 

them, 
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them, and {poke to, an acquaintance (?f mine, 
& juftice of peace, who fent a warraqt for 
the fellow, upon the waiter's oath, for a£ 
faulting me, and by a fmall ftretch of power, 
committed him to the Gate-botdfe> where 
he remained fome days for want of bail. 
I believe his bail would hardly have been 
judged fufiicient, if his Irijh folicitor had 
not gone to another juftice, and taken a falfe 
oath, that the gentleman who committed 
him was out of town. This perjury, k 
feems, caqaot be puniihed, becaufe it wa$ 
not upon record. We prefented bills against 
each other to (he grand jury, among whom 
there happened luckily to be fome geatle- 
, ;men ; and though I did not know them, 
ihy their ijieans my bill wa$ found, and hi$ 
. jeturned ignoramus. Then I indifted him ii> 
j the ^rown-qffice, the terror pf the lowpco- 
, pie, where they often plague one another, 
; and always make ufc of againft thofe of bet- 
ter rank, Stillthefellojv bluftered, and[ re- 
fufed to make.it up, unlefs I would pay his 
. cxpences ; far his lawyer had perfuaded him f 
•that in the end he fhoqld recover damage* 
, fufficient to make aipends, for all. While 
. he ruinpd himfelf by law, he loft hi? bufir 
. nefs -, for no gentleman would take hfc^hair. 
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This brought down his proud ftomach ; h$ 
came to me two days ago; made his fubnjif- 

-fions, Ave gave reciprocal releafes from all ac- 
tions, &c. and Ihave already received the 
thanks' of above forty* gentlemen, for practic- 
ing them liberty to -walk the ft reels in quiet. 
Thus this great affair has ended like the Tori" 

Jhire petition, which has been the- chief bu- 

'finefs of the houfe of commons this feflion. 
Towards the end, indeed, they; found a little 
time to (Hew their good will to the church. 
It is the general opinion, that the a# for 

' repealing the Teft wouldr have pafled, if Sir 
^JbhertWatyole had not* feen the necdSity pf 

- his fpeaking; which he did ii^the moft artful 
* manner he had ever done in his life. -Several 

courtiers voted againft him, as well as mart 
of the patriots, and among others, lord Bs- 
tburfis two ions. In the .houfe of lords, 

- pext to the duke of Argyk*. your friend- &r* 
tburjt and lord Carteret -have fhewn mqft 

rancour againft — i ■%* It is a melancholy 

refledion, that all the great officers of ftate, 
and the whole bench of bifhops, joined to 
the Tories, could not prevent any one quo* 
ftion in disfavour of the Church. 

J am afked every day, if there be no 

topes of ?ver feeing you here again; and 

1 am 



( Ho ) 

am forry not to be able to give atoy account 
of your intentions. I doubt my long letters 
quite tire your patience ; and therefore con- 
clude with afluring you, that nobody wifhes 
you all happinefs more than I do, who am 
mod intirely yours, &c. 

LETTER CXXII. 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, June 3d, 1736. 

iVjR. Lucas is now in Dublin, who will 
pay that lmall bill on demand. I hope Mr. 

will not difappoint us, and then poor 

Mrs. — ■ — will be relieved. I muft fet out 
foon for Dublin. At my return I will wait 
upon you to bring you home with me. 
The weather muft and (hall be good ; and 
you muft and fhall be in your health ; and 
you muft and fhall come with me. 

My walk it is finifh't, 
My money diminifh't ; 
But when you come down, 
I'll hold you a crown 
You'll foon make me rich, 
Or I f ll die in a ditch. 

Pray 
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fray think of things beforehand, and do not 
be giddy as ufual. The walk is an hundred 
and twelve yards long : I hope that will 
pleafe you. My rolling-flone coft me dear. 
If I fhould ever grow rich, as God forbid I 
fhould, I would buy two hogfheads of wine 
at once. You muft know I have bought turf 
for you, which burns like fo many tapers. 
My fon writes me word that Mr. Fefey's fa- 
mily, are angry with me for inferring fbme 
lines in the Legion Club touching him. Upon 
my foul, I never inferted one line in it ; and 
upon the whole, I care not whether they 
believe me or not. All my garden things 
are in top order., Are not you fick of Dublin 
this hot weather ? How can you ftew in 
fuch an oven ? My fheep begin now to fat- 
ten ; I hope they will pleafe you very well. 
You faw the king's fpeech, I fuppofe. I am 
glad to find by it, that he refolves to ftand 
by us. Our breams here are exceedingly 
good and fat ; we drefs them with carp fauce. 
Do&or Walmjley writes me word by laft poft, 
that they are making way to bring me to 
Armagh. Martin is quite outrageous mad, 
and his relations are now taking out a writ of 
lunacy ; fo that if my lord Orrery would 
only mention me to the lord primate, it 

would 



> : - if 



( i 4 * ) 

would do. I know my lord chancellor is 
fp well inclined towards me, that he would 
willingly join in the reqiieft. Confider thfj 
lands are worth four hundred a year, and the 
fituation much more advantageous . This 
muft be a fecret, upon fever&l accounts. So 
much for bufinefs, and no more. My arti- 
choaks, I do not mean my hearty jokes, are 
in great plenty ; fo are my ftrawberries. I 
hear that the czarina, Kouli Kan, *nd the 
emperor will overrun Turkey. You will not 
know my houfe when you fee it next, it 
will be fo altercated. Pray what fays goody 
Wbitrway to the world ? I hear (he gives' 
herfelf ftrange airs of late in calling me no- 
thing but Sheridan. Thiscotais of toomuchf 
farmiliarity. When I come next to your 
houfe, I (hall make her keep her diftaqce; 
efpecially when company is prefeht $ for (hd 
wants to be pulled down. My young tur- 
nips, carrots, beans, and peafe are in fine or-, 
■der s you muft pay half a crown a quart, if 
you eat any. 1 (hall be very reasonable as to' 
the reft of your diet. 
You (hall Want nothing lit for mortal man* 
To eat or drink, 'tis all that I do caff. 
And all that's expedienr, 
From your moft obedient. 
6 
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LETTER CXXill. 
Dr. SHERIDAN ta Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, June 5th, 1736. 

! AM fo tormented, and have been for 
eight days, with the p — s, that I lie ftretched 
in my bed as I now write ; however, I think 
they begin to be eafier, and I have hope* 
that I fhall be able to attend in my fchooi 
en Monday. Surely no perfon can be fo ftu- 
pid as to imagine you wrote the panegyric ort 
the Legion Club. I have feen and read it in 
various editions, which indeed makes me 
imagine every body to be its author; and 
what they have done to deferve fuch treat- 
ment, is to me a myftery. 

I never writ in this pofture before ; and 
therefore wonder not if lines and words be 
crooked. My pains are likewife great -, and 
therefore whether I will or not, I muft take 
pains with this letter. 

Now as to your coming down here, the 
Weather will be good, the roads pleafant, 
and my company likewife, to fet out with 
you from Dublin tin T bur/day fortnight, and 
to bring you here in three days. I have 

three 
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three deer-parks at my copimand; CooteS* 
Flemings, and Hamilton s. 1 have at prefent 
forty chickens, all fat ; twenty flieep of my 
own, and fixteen lambs (for lamb will be in 
feafon a month longer) geefe, turkeys, &c. 
My hens are hatching, my houfe is thatch- 
ing, my geefe a gagling, my wife a dragling, 
my corn a threfhing, my fheep a wafliing, 
my turf a drawing, my timber fawing, my 
gravel- walk raking, my rolling-ftone mak- 
ing, my ale a brewing, myfelf a ftewing, 
my boys a teaching, my webs a bleaching, 
my daughter's reading, my garden weeding, 
my lime a burning, my milk a churning. 

In fhort, all nature feems to be at work, 
Bufy as Kouly Kan againft the Turk. 

I do not wonder that Mr. Towers has dif- 
carded that gracelefs whelp ; but I wonder 
more he kept him above a week. He has 
a genius for mifchief would jade even the 
devil to attend him. If Mrs. Whiteway will 
prove falfe, I have willows enough to crown 
me, and ladies enough here to pick and 
ehufe, where I like beft. The Summer has 
brought them and the flies in great abund- 
ance into our county; the latter I think, 
indeed, lefs troublefome. All of them long 

for 
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for your coming ; but I know not whether 
you long for them. I am grieved to hear 
you have loft fo much fle(h, which indeed 
is my prefent cafe. If my fkin were dry f 
my bones would rattle like a bag of bobbins. 
However, I make no doubt but to plump 
us both up by the help of fome houfewife's 
remedies. My poor dear wife has run mad 
for joy of your coming : {he fwears by all 
the dirt about her, which is a cart-load, that 
you are more welcome than a dram to her. 
Sure I have a gravel-walk finifhed twelve 
perches in length, eight gradations of peafe, 
which will laft you to OEtober. % Yqu cannot 
imagine what a good houfewife I am grown; 
my garden is well flocked ; I have every 
thing but money : but that is neither here 
nor there. Mr. Jones will order the money 
by firft opportunity. May all happinefs at- 
tend you. 



Vol. VI. 
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LETTER CXXIV, 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, June 23d, 1736. 

JL F you can believe me, I can afliire you, 
that we have a great plenty of flies at d- 
van ; and let me whifper you in this letter, 
nee defunt pediculi nee pulices ; but I befeech 
you not to fpeak of it. Si me nonfallit ob- 
fervattOy we (hall have more of the Egyp- 
tian plagues, quippe multitudo militum die crar 
jlirio adventura ejl in Cavanniam noftram. I 
do not know what the devil they will do for 
meat. De nojlro cibo^ niji furtim^ aut vi 
abripiant, uxor me capiat , Ji gujlavefint. The 
ladies are already befpeaking feats in my 
field upon the hill, SpeBatum veniunt % <ueniunt 
JpeSlentur ut ipfa. Ho, brave colonels, cap- 
tains, lieutenants, and cornets, adeo hicjplen* 
denies congregantur ut ipjis pavonibus pudorem 
incut iunty of which I am an eye-witnefs, 
dcje&is capitibus caudas demittunt. Our bakers 
are all fo bufy upon this occafion, that they 
double the heat of the weather, atque urunt 
officinas. But when the army fires on Fri- 
day, 
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day, proh Jupiter ! infernum redolebunt etfpU 
rabunt. The noife of guns, the neighing 
of the horfes, and the womens tongues, €&-* 
lum atque terras mifcebunt. 

Groufe pouts are come in* 
I've fome in my bin. 
To butter your chin ; 
When done with our din — 
— ner, through thick and thin 
Well walk out and in, 
And care not a pin 
Who thinks it a fin. 
We make fome folks grin, 
By lalliing their kin, &c> 

I could not mention troop-horfes, quin Pe- 
gafus nojler lujit exultim ut vides\ fed jam 
jtabulo inclufus de verfibus nihil ajnplius. Yott 
may be furprized at this rpotley epiftle ; but 
you muft know that I fell upon my head 
the other day, and the fall fhook away half 
my Englijh and Latin, cum omnia lingua Gal- 
Iica, Hijpanica, nee non Italica. I would ra- 
ther indeed my wife had loft her one tongue 
totaliter, quoniam equidem nullus dubito nifi ra- 
dicitus evelleretur tonitrui fuperaret. 

L z I wUh 
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I wifti your reverence were here to bear 

the trumpets ; 
Miftake me not, for I mean not the 

ftrumpets. 

Well, when will you come down, or will 
you come at all ? I think you may, can, 
might, could, would, or ought to come. 
My houfe is enlarging, and you may now 
venture to bring your own company with 
you ; namely, the provoft, archdeacon Wall, 

the bifhop of CJogber, and -, by way of 

enlivening the reft. Do not let my lord Or- 
rery come with them ; for I know they will 
not be pleafed with his company. My love 
to my fweetheart Mrs. Whiteway* if (he con- 
tinues conftant ; if not, my hatred and my 
gall. Excufe my hafte. I hope by the ne# 
poft to make up for this fhort epiftlc. I 
am, dear Sir, with all affe&ion and refpe$, 
your moft obedient humble fervant, 

THOMAS SHERIDAN. 

I fend you a letter from Mr. Carte. 
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LETTER CXXV. 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 



I 



DEAR SIR, July 6, 1736. 

SUSPECT that fomc fecret villain has 
prevented the lord chancellor to fign my 
commiffion ; and therefore I intreat the fa- 
vour of you to know the meaning of it from 
his excellency ; for I had his confent by a 
recommendation from my lord chief baron 
Mar ley, and Mr.juftice Ward. Therfummer 
is going off faft, fo are my bcft fowl ; and 
yon are not yet come. Will you not come 
for yttur fix hundred and fixty pounds ? We 
have no way to carry it except you come for 
it yourfelf : and do not forget fo bring the 
deed 1 of falc with you for the Marahilh and 
Drumcor. I wifh you could fail with them 
hither to lave you the trouble of riding, which 
1 would rather fee than fifty pounds which 
1 would fet my hand and feal to. Mr. Jones, 
as I told you- before, will not pay any body 
l>ut yourfelf - r fo that you muft inevitably 
come nolens v<fkns> fight or wrong, whether 
you can or not. Our venifon is plenty : our 
weather too hot for its carriage. We have 

L 3 not 
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not had two hundred drops of rain thefe fi* 
weeks part. 

Our river is dry, 
And fiery the fky; 
I fret and I fry 
Juft ready to die : 
Oh, where (hall I fly 
From Phoebus 's eye? 
In bed, when I lye, 
I foalc like a pye; 
And I fweat, oh, I fweat, like a hog in 
a ftye. 

I know y6u love Alexandrines ; for which 
reafon I clofed the above madrigal with one. 
I think it is of a very good proportion, which 
I hope you will fet to mufick; and pray 
let me have a bafs, and fecond treble, with 
what other decorations and graces, you can 
better defign than I can dired. To let you 
fee you can want for nothing, if you come 
to Cavariy I write you the following cata« 
logue : 

Good road, Fat venifon, 

A clean houfe, Small mutton, 

A hearty welcome, Green peafe, 
Good ale, Good water, 

Good beer. Good wine, 

Goo^ 



( 

Good bread, 
Good bed, 
Young turkeys, 
Young beans, 
Right bacon, 
Cauliflowers, 
Young chickens, 
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Young ducks, 
Young lambs, 
Grouie pouts, 
Fine trouts, 
Carrots, 
Parfnips, Item 



A LONG GRAVEL WALK » 

I muft trouble your Reverence with a finall 
fample of fome things, to let you fee that all 
I have faid is truth. 



REFERENCES, 



1 Artichoak, 


13 Turnip. 


2 Carrot. 


14 Cauliflowers. 


3 Parfnip. 


15 Cofs lettuce. 


4 Rafpberries. 


16 Silefia lettuce. 


5 Goofeberries. 


17 Thyme. 


6 Currants, red. 


j 8 Sweet marjoram. 


7 Currants, black. 


19 A Cavan fly, and 


8 Purflain. 


a thoufand things 


9 Kidney beans. 


befide. 


10 Common beans. 


20 Some of my gra^ 


11 Red cabbage. 


vel walk. 


1? Common cabbage. 


21 Nafturtium. 


L 


4 32 Cucum^ 
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22 Cucumber. 25 Onion. 

23 Orange. 26 Pea. 

24 Spinage. 

I would fend you jfome of my canal, but 
the paper could not hold it. ' 

I have nothing more to fend but my beft 
wifliLS, which you can only fee in my face, 
when you come down. 

Prefent my love 9678946846734056789 
897324 tiroes to my dear Mrs. Wbitcway* 
and all her chickens. I am, dear Sir, as I 
ever muft be, your moft obedient and very 
humble fervant to command, Dumb Spur it 
us hofe rage it art us. 

LETTER CXXVI. 

CHARLES FORD, Efq; to 
Dr. SWIFT. • 

London, July 8, 173d. 

I OU cannot imagine how much I was. 
tranfportcd to fee a fupcrfcription in your 
hand, after two years and a half intermif- 
fion. The pleafure 1 had in not being quite 
forgot, was foon abated by what you fay of 
your ill health. I doubt you live too much 

by 
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by yourfelf ; and retirement makes thp 
ftrongeft impreflion upon thofe who arc 
formed for mirth and fociety. I have not 
been thefe thirty years without a fet of 
chearful companions, by herding with new 
ones as the old marry and go off. Why have 
not you a fuccefiion of Grattans and Jack- 
fons? Whatever refentment the men in 
power may have, every body elfe would feek 
your company, upon your own terms j and 
for thofe in great ftations, I am fure, at this 
time, you would be afliamed to be well with 
them. If they hate you, it is becaufe they 
fear you, and know your abilities better than 
you feem to do yourfelf : even in your me- 
lancholy you write with too much fire for 
broken fpiritsi Your giddinefs and deafnels 
give me the utmoft concern ; though I be- 
lieve you would be lefs fubjedt to them, and 
as well taken care of here : nor need you 
fpunge for a dinner, fince you would be in- 
vited to two or three places every day. I 
will fay no more upon this fubjedt, becaufe 
1 know there is no perfuading you. 

My legs have been fwelled many years : 
it is above twelve fince Beaufort gave me a 
prefcription for them, which I never took till 
lad winter. My lord Lichfield^ and other of 

my 
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my acquaintance, perfuaded me to it ; and 
they tell me it has had its effect, for I am 
no judge cither of my own bad looks, or 
large legs, having always found myfelf per- 
fectly well, except when I had my fever 
four years ago. I walk conftantly every day 
in the Pari, and am forced to be both'tem- 
perate and fober, becaufe my meat is fo 
much overdone that I don't like it, and my 
dining acquaintance referve themfelves for a 
fecond meeting at night, which I obftinately 
refufe. 

If your rents fall, I don't know what 

muft become of us. I have confiderable lofles 

every year ; and yet I think Crojlbwaite- a 

very honeft man. Rents for fome tinie have 

been ill paid here as well as in Ireland; and 

farms flung up every day, which have not 

been raifed (ince king Charles the firft's time. 

The graziers are undone in all parts, arid it 

is bad enough with the farmers. One caufe 

is, their living much higher than they did 

formerly: another is, the great number of 

inclofures made of late, enough to fupply 

many more people than England contains. 

It is certain, all laft year a man came off* 

well if he could fell a fat ox at the price he 

bought him lean. The butchers, by not 

lowering 
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lowering their meat in proportion, have been 
the only gainers. 

I generally hear once a month or oftner 
from my fifter. She writes to me with great 
affe&ion ; but I find (he is ftill wrong-head- 
ed, and will be fo as long as fhe lives. As 
fhe expedted unreafonable prefents, fhe makes 
them much more unreafonably ; and, in my 
opinion, fo ill judged, that I do not winder 
more at her than at thofe who receive them. 
I fee no difference in giving thirty or forty 
guineas, or in paying thirty or forty guineas 
for a thing the perfon you give it to muft 
have paid. I have heard no reafon to doubt 
lord Ma/ham. I know nothing of his fon, 
not even by fight. Our friend Lewis is in 
conftant duty with his fick wife, who has 
been fome years dying, and will not die. 
Unlefs he calls, as he does upon me for a 
quarter of an hour at mod twice in a year, 
there is no feeing him. I heartily wifh you 
health and profperityj and am ever, moft 
fincerely, your, &c. 

My lord Ma/ham was extremely pleafed 
'frith your remembering him, and de- 
fired me to make his compliments to 
you. 
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LETTER CXXVII. 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, July 20, 1736. 

I RECEIVED yours fome day or other 
this week, by the hands of Mrs. DonaIdJbn % 
\vho has made affidavit before our town ma* 
giftrate, that I never borrowed a fly of her 
in my life; and I have likewife depofed upon 
oath, that I caught the fly perched upon- a 
rofe tree in my own garden > and I would 
have you to know, that I have above four 
hundred thoufand of the fame fpecies ; for 
I counted them laft Sunday. If you wiU 
not believe me, pray come down and fee. 
Mr* Jones has your fix hundred and fixty 
pounds ready, but can get no bills to remit 
it. I befeech you lofe no time ; for he is 
uneafy about it. * ****** 
********* 

If you put off the time of coming down 
longer, you will lofe the bed things our 
country can afford. The ladies are full of 
your coming; viz* 

My 
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My wife ~f% 



Mik Brook, i, 2, J, 4^ 



2 ladies Lonejborougb> &c. &c. &c. 



Mrs. Maxwell^ 
Mrs. Fitzmaarice, 
Mrs. £for/, 
Mrs. Hamilton* 
Mrs. Sander/on^ 
Mrs. Nuburgb, 
Mrs. Cromer, 
Mrs. Vftfc, 
Mrs. Nejbitt, 
Her 5 daughters, 
Mrs. Stephens, 
Mrs. and MifsC/mtftf, 
Mifs 7ig£?, 
Mrs. Caflftr, 
Mifi Pr* «, 
Mrs- Fjteberbert, 
Mrs. yonet, 



All your Gnaw mi- 
ftreffes. 

News. 
Do&orTbompfons fer- 
vant almoft cudgel- 
led him to death 
going from a chri- 
ftening. 
Colonel Nuburgb's 
fine arched market- 
houfe, quite finifh- 
ed with a grand cu- 
pola on the top, fell 
flat to the earth. It 
is now begun upon 
again. Sic tranfit 
gloria tnundi. 
Copeland, • 

Groufe pouts, 
Fine trouts, 
Right venifon 
For my benifon. 

Leave your ft g town in hafte, 

For you have no time to wafte. 

♦ Who, by the by, hated Dr. Swift above all the 
human race. 

2 Let 
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Let me know what day I (hall meet yotf. 
Price and I will ftretch to Virginia. That 
all happinefs may for ever attend you is the 
fincere wifli of, dear Sir, your moft obedi- 
ent and very humble fervant, 

THOMAS SHERIDAN. 

LET T E R CXXVIII. 
t>r. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT* 

DEAR SIR, July 31, 1736. 

J. WENT to Belturbet immediately upon 
the receipt of your letter, and found Mr. 
Jones ready for Mr. Henrys draught, and 
glad of it ; and fo am I — But you are a very 
fine lawyer in calling your deed of fale a 

mortgage Inftead of cancelling there is 

more to be done : you muft not only can- 
cel, but you muft reconvey to me, in at 
formal a manner as if you fold to me — Pray 
afk advice, and do not do things hand over- 
head as you were going to do (oblerve my 
ftyle *) like me. If I had not fworn never 
to fet my foot in Dublin, except I were to 

* This was exaflly Swift's ftyle to Sheridan upon 
many occafions; and now Sberidan y in his pleafant 
manner, returns the compliment. 

pafa 
3 
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pafs through it for England *f, I would go 
thither next vacation ; but I have fworn fo- 
lemnly I will not — If I had my few friends 
out of it, I would not care that all the reft 
were petrified. 

Now you muft know that I forbid you the 
town of Cavan as ftrenuoufly as I invited 
you to it ; for the fmall-pox is the broom 
of death at prefent, and fweeps us off here 
by dozens — I never had it, which gives mc 
fome little palpitations, but no great fear. — 
As fbon as I can get five hundred pounds in 
my pocket, to make a figure with, I may 
perhaps honour your metropolis with my 
prefence ; and that may be fooner than you 
imagine, for I have a guinea, a moidore, a 
cobb, and two Manks pence towards it 

already You may think 1 fwagger, but 

as. I hope to be faved it is true. 

How grieved I am that I am out of -the 
way while Doftor King is in Dublin. I wifh 
with all my foul he would take a frolick to 
come hither, becaufe he would coft me no 
wine, and I have the beft water in Ireland. 



t Sheridan never croflb4 the Channel to England in 
&U whole life. 



My 
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My colledtion of witty fayings, &c. is fi- 
nifhed, if I had any friends to recommend 
them. The beft wares of that kind will not 
go ofFotherwife. Dodfcor King promifed me 
his friendfhip at Oxford. If you would fpeak 
a kind word to the publick in their behalf, 
I know they would bring me in I/argent^ 
which I now want as much as I formerly 
did the gift of retention, when I had en- 
ough. But— That — is— neither — hcre-r- 
nor there— 

My fon — I can affirm is thoroughly re* 
formed ; and, as an argument of it, I muft 
acquaint you that his mother finds fault with 
every thing he does. 

My fon — is fo far poifoned by the ferpent 
his mother, that I cannot get him home, 
although I fent horfes for him. * * * 
♦ & ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ T^Tdv flfl 
happinefs attend you, is the fincere wilh of, 
dear Sir, your mod obedient and very hum- 
ble fervant, 

THOMAS SHERIDAN- 
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Letter cxxix. 

Lady H O W T H to Dr. SWIFT, 

S I R> Auguft 6, 1736. 

1 DON'T kilow how this letter may be 
received, fince I never had the favour of an 
anfwer of my laft. I impute it to the ne- 
glect of the port, or any thing rather than to 
think I am forgot by my old friend. I am 
now in Conndught, where I aflure you I 
fpend the lead of my time at cards. I am 
on horfcback almoft every day to view the 
beauties of GonncUght^ where I am told you 
have been. I live greatly under ground ; for 
I view all the places under ground. I make 
nothing of going down fixty fteps. I really 
think, could you lend me a little of your 
brains, I fhould be able to come nigh Addi- 
Jbn in feveral of his defcriptions of Italy ; for 
upon my word I think there are feveral very 
remarkable things. As you took a journey 
lad winter to Cavan, my lord and I hope 
you will take one to the county of Kilkenny 
this winter, where we aflure you of a hearty 
welcome. I muft now be troublefome to 
vou i but lord Atbunry begged I would write 
Vol. VI. M to 
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to you in favour of a young gentleman, one 
Mr. Ireland, who was ufher to Mr. Garnet*, 
fchool-mafter of Tipperary. Mr. Garnett 
died lately : he has given Mr. Ireland a very 
good certificate, and mod of the gentlemen 
in and about Tipperary have recommended 
Mr. Ireland to fucceed Mr. Garnett: as you 
are one of the governors of that fchool, I 
hope you will do Mr. Ireland all the fervict 
you can, which will very much oblige me. 
Since I began this there came in a trout ; it 
was fo large that we had it weighed i it was 
a yard and four inches long, twcnty-thrpc 
inches round ; his jawbone eight inches long, 
and he weighed thirty-five pound and a half. 
My lord and I flood by to fee it measured. 
I believe I have tired your patience ; fo beg 
leave to allure you I am your affe&ionatp 
friend and humble fervant, 

L. HQWTIi 

Direct to me at TurlagAvan, near Tuam 
My lord begs you would accept of hi* 
compliments* 
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MAS CARTE, Efq; to Dr. SWlFf ,- 

SIR, Auguft ii, 1736; 

(TING at laft, after a long appiica* 
nd in the midft of fliirp rheumatic 
the ftffeftg of a fedentary life, finifhed 
ftory of the Life of tie firfi Duke of 
bdi and of the Affairs of Irelapd in bit 
I here fend you a copy of that work/ 
itffat 1 beg your acceptation I have 
routed to follow the mftruftions yov 
tats and hope I have done fo in fome 
n. If ii have y6ur approbation in any 
;* it will be fo much to my fetisfac* 

Midi beeir a long fubje& of complaint 
gland, that no hiftory has yetf been 
of it upon authentic and proper ma- 
1 and even thole who have taken no'~ 
T the military anions of our anceftorsy 
fci left the civil hiftory 6f the kmgdorrt 
aoft inftru&ive of any) untouched, fot 
of a proper knowledge of the antique 
lfages, laws and conftru&ion of thitf 
u Rapin de Toiras, the hit writer, 
Ms tmr 
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was a foreigner, utterly ignorant in thefe 
refpe&s; and, writing his hiftory abroad, had 
no means of clearing up any difficulties that 
he met with therein. He made, indeed, 
fome ufe of Rymers Fader a ; but his igno- 
rance of our cufloms fufFered him to fall into 
grofs miftakes, for want of understanding 
the phrafeology of ads, which have refe- 
rence to our particular ^cuftoms. Betides* 
Rymers collection contains only fuch treaties 
as were enrolled in the Tower, or in the rolls 
of Chancery : he knew nothing of fuch as 
were enrolled in the Exchequer, and of the 
public treaties with foreign princes enrolled 
in this latter office. I have now a lift of 
above four hundred by me. Rymer never 
made ufe of that vaft collection of materials 
for an Englijh hiftory, which is preferved in 
the Cotton library : nor ever confulted any 
journal of our privy council, whenever he 
refers to any, {till quoting bifhop Burnet 
for his author. He never read the rolls of 
parliament, nor any journal of either houfc, 
where the chief affairs within the nation ate 
tranfa&ed; and did not fo much as know 
there was fuch a place as the paper office, 
where all the letters of the Englifb ambaf- 
fadors abroad, and all the difpatches of our 

fecre* 
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icretaries of ftate at home, from the time 
f Edward the fourth to the revolution (fince 
rhich the fecretaries have generally carried 
ivay their papers) are kept in a good me- 
iod, and with great regularity ; fb that he 
ranted likewife the bell materials for . an 
ccount of our foreign affairs. Thefe de- 
iGts have made feveral of our nobility and 
pntry defire a new hiftory to be wrote, in 
rhich the above-mentioned, and other ma^ 
erials as authentic as they, may be made ufe 
f. They have propofed it to me, and my 
tbje&ions regarding the vaftnefs of the ex- 
lenceas well as labour, that, to fatisfy my- 
elf, I muft have all materials by me, not 
>nJy copies out of our records, journals, &c. 
n England; but even copies of negociations 
:>f foreign ambafladors at this court (e. g. of 
ihe French ; all the negociations and letters 
of which, for two hundred years paft, I 
knew where to have copied) they have pro- 
pofed a fubfcription of a thoufand a year, for 
a$ many years as the work will require, to 
defray this expence. The fubfcription is 
begun, and will (I believe) be compleated 
this winter ; and then that work will em- 
ploy all my time. One advantage I already 
find from the very talk of this defign, hav- 
M 3 ing 
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fng been offered feyeral colle&ions and in* 
pioirt of particular perfonp, confiderable is 
(heir time, which I did not know were i# 
being, and which would elfe no part of 
them ever fee the light ; and the manner 
pf the hiftory's being carried on, will prp- 
fcably make every body open their ftorts. 

This is one reafon, among many otter*, 
which make me very defirous of havioj 
your judgment of fhe work I have now 
published, and that you would point out to 
me fuch faults as I woukj fain correct in my 
jdefigned work. It will be a very particular 
favour to a perfon who is, with the greateft 
efteem and refped, Sir, your very obliged 
;pd obedient fervant, 

THOMAS CARTE 

Mr. Awn/baw's, in Red-lion Court* uf 
Ffeet-Jreet, London. 
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LETTER CXXXL 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Mrs. WHITEWAY. 

DEAR MADAM, Cavan, Auguft 14, 1736. 

OUR account of the Dean gives me much 
grief, t hope in God he will difappoint all 
his friends fears, and his enemies hopes. 
Nothing can be a greater affliction to me 
than tny diftance from him ; and, what is 
full as bad, my being fo near to one who 
has been the occafion of it. Very rich folks 
in my debt have made fuch apologies for 
non-payment, that 1 now feel for Ireland, 
6ut touch more for myfelf, becaufe I was in 
hbjfes of being able to make my appearance 
in Dublin with a good grace — namely, to 
pay fome debts, which I can knot. 

My poor lady Mountcajhell has a right to 
a vifit from toe \ and thither I will venture 
for a day and a night — and I will venture 
fo the deariry for another. I could wifh the 
beft friend I had in the world (you may 
guefs who I mean) and I am fure is fo ftill, 

would take a little of my advice You 

may depend upon this, it fhould be all for 
my own advantage. 

M 4 Now 
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Now I have done raving — I muft turn my 
pen, which is my tongue's reprefentative, 
againft you for a while, becaufe I am certain 
it might be in your power to paint my Si« 
beria fo agreeably to the Dean, as to fend 
him hither while our good weather lafted — 
My new kitchen is difappointed ; fo is my 
gravel walk; but what is worfe, his only 
favourite, my rib-*— who dreamed with great 
pleafure, that he would never come. I am 
forry fhe is difappointed ; for I am certain 
flie would run away if he had come — God 
forgive him for not doing it — I will make 
all the hafte I can out of this hell ; and I 
hope my friends, (I beg pardon, I mean my 
friend) will caft about a little for me — if he 
does not, I will try England, where the pre- 
dominant phrafe is, Down with the Irijb. 
I will fay no more, but tell you that you are 
a falfe miftrefs ; and if you do not behave 
yourfelf better, I will chufe another. In the 
mean time God blefs you and my deareft 
friend the Dean. I am, notwithftanding all 
your upbraidings, dear Madam, your naoft 
obedient humble fervant, 

THOMAS SHERIDAN, 
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LETTER CXXXIL 
Pr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, Sept 15, 1736. 

I RECEIVED a letter from Mr. Henry 
t>y the laft poft, wherein he tells me that 
the fix hundred and fixty pound were ffrort 
by eight pounds of your principal, and that 
you cxpedtcd I fhould fend you my promif- 
fory note for that, and the intereft of your 
jnoney, which I will do moft willingly, 
when you let me know whether you will 
charge me five or fix per cent, that I may 
draw my note accordingly. Indeed if you 
plcafed, or would vouchfafe, or condefcend, 
pr thipk proper, I would rather that you 
would, I mean fhould, charge only five per 
tent, becaufe I might be fooner able to pay 
it. Upon fecond thoughts, mine eyes be- 
ing very fore with weeping for my wife, 
you may let Mrs. Whiteway know (to whom 
pray prefent my love and beft refpedts) that 
I have made an experiment of the lake- 
water, which I fent for, upon myfelf only 
twice, before my optics became as clear as 
ever i for which reafon I fent for a dozen 

buttles 
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ixrttles of it for Mifs Harrjfon, to brighten 
her ftars to the ruift of all beholders. Re- 
member if (he turns bafilifk, that her mo- 
ther is the daufe. Tufty the carrier (hot Tatty 
the orator) is to leave this to-morrow (if 
he does) by whom I fhall fend you a quar- 
ter of my own fmall mdtton, and about fix 
quarts of nnts to my miftrefs in Abbey- 
jtreet*, with a fine pair of Cavan nut-crack- 
ers to fave her white teeth ; and yours tcto, 
if /he will deign to lend them to you. I 
would advife you to keep in with that fitnrt 
lady, as you value my friendship (which li 
your beft feather) othefwife you mu# for- 
give me if my affe£ion$ (hall withdraw with 
hers. Alas, my long evenings ire Coming 
on, bad weather, and confinement. O, that 
feme friend wo&ld lodge me ift Dublin Mar- 
Jhalfea! 

Somebody told me (but I forget who) that 
Mrs. Wbitenvay rid your mare at thcCurragb 9 
and won the plate ; but furely {he would not 
carry the frolic fo ht. They fay the pri* 
mate's lady rid againft her ; and that? Mrs\ 
Wbiteway> by way of weight, carried the 
bifhop of Down and Connor behind her* 
Pray let me know the truth of this. 

* Mrs. JVhiteway. 

Mr, 
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Mr. Faulkner writ to me for fome poemi 
pf yours which I have. I am colleding 
them as fail as I can from among my pa- 
pers; and he fhall have them in a port or 
two, fo pleafe to tell him. 

Three old women were lately buried at 
the foot of our ftceple here ; and fo ftrong 
was the fermentation of their carcafcs, that 
pur fteeple has vifibly grown forty foot higher; 
^nd, what is wonderful, above s twenty fmaH 
pnes are grown out of its fides. What fur* 
prizes me moft is, that the bell-rope is not 
pne foot higher from the ground. Be fo 
good as to communicate this to the provoft 
of the college, or archdeacon Wittingbam, or 
archdeacon Wall. I would be glad to have 
pll or either of their opinions, as they are 
fhe chief virtuofi in this kingdom. 

I wifh you all happinefs, &nd hope you 
Imll out-live every enemy, and then we may 
hope our church and kingdom will flourish, 
and fo will your obedient and very humble 

^HOMAS SHERIDAN, 
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LETTER CXXXIIL 
Dr. KING to Mrs. WHITE WAY. 

MADAM, Paris, Nov. 9th, O. S. 1736. 

, S foon as ever you caft your eye on the 
date of this letter, you will pronounce me a 
rambler; and that is a charge I will not 
deny. How I was transported from Edin- 
burgh to this place, requires more room to 
inform you than my paper will allow me. 
But I will give you a fmall hint ; you know 
I am a Laplander *, and confequently I have 
the honour to be well acquainted with fome 
witches of diftindtion. I fpeak in the phrafe 
of this country : for the firft man I fpoke 
to in Paris, told me, he had the honour to 
live next door to Mr. Knight's hatter. But 
to our bufinefs. I would not have you ima- 
gine I forget my friends, or negleft the great 
affairs I have undertaken. The next letter 
you will receive from me fhali be dated 
from London, where I propofe to arrive about 
the twentieth of this month. I will then 

* This alludes to the Doflor's fine fatire called Th$ 
Toast, which he pretends was written originally in 
Latin by Frederick Scbtffer, a Laplander* 

put 
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put the little MS. to the prefs, and oblig* 
the whole Englijh nation . As to the hiftory, 
the Dean may be aflured I will take care to 
fupply the dates that are wanting, and which 
can eafily be done in an hour or two. The 
trafts, if he pleafes, may be printed by way 
of appendix. This will be indeed lefs trou- 
ble than the interweaving them in the bo&f 
of the hiftory, and will do the author as much 
honour, and anfwer the purpofe full as well. 
This is all I need fay in anfwer to that part 
of your letter, which is ferious : for I hope 
you are not in earned, when you throw out 
fuch horrible reflections againft my friends 
in Scotland. Will you believ* me, when I 
tell you upon my word, that I was enter- 
tained with the greatefl politenefs and deli-* 
cacy during my fhort flay in that country 1 
I found every thing as neat and clean in the 
houfes, where I had my quarters, as even 
you could defire. I cannot indeed much com- 
mend Edinburgh; and yet the £ ks, which 

are fo much complained of there, are not 
more offenfive, than I have found them in 
every ftreet in this elegant city, which the 
French fay is the miftrefs of the world ; Ma- 
dame il riy a qu'un Paris. As to my own 
thoughts of this nation, you (hall know 

them, 
4 
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Hk&tti, when I am out of it ; arid tfieri i 
will write to the pean > and give him fomt 
account of his old friend my lord baling- 
broke. When the Dean is informed of what 
that gentleman is doing* I am apt to believe 
it will be a motive to induce him to halted 
the publication of his hiftory. In die mean 
time, I beg of you to allure him, chat no- 
thing {hall be wanting on my part to e*ecuttf 
his eommiffions very faithfully. I am truly 
fenfible of the great obligations I owe him* 
and of the honour he hath done me, not in 
the French feafe of that word. 

I defire my humble fcrvice to Mifs Mar- 
rifon % and tell Mr. Swift * I fliall be glad of 
any opportunity to do him a real fcrvice* 
At the fame time I afiiire you, with the 
greateft truth* that I am, Madam, your moft 
humble and mod obedient fervant, 

w. Kin a. 



* Mr. Swift was at this time in Ireland) but 
cd to Oxford the Spring following* 
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LETTER CXXXIV. 
pr. SHERIDAN to Mrs- WH1TEWAY« 

PEAR MADAM, Nov. 21ft, 1736. 

J RECEIVE P the vexatious account q( 
your di&ppointment in the nuts and water, 
which were both in perfe&iou when they 
kft me, and for which I will make the car-* 
tier an example, as foon as I can lay hold of 
him* I do believe this fame country,' wherein 
I am fettled^ exceeds tl^e whole world in \iU 
lainy of every kind, and theft. It is not long 
fincc a pair of millftones were ftolen, and 
carried off from within two miles of ^ifika *, 
the thieves (raced and pureed as far as KiL- 
lijbandra % and farther they were never more 
heard of, any more than if they* had been 
dropt into Hell. I do believe this dexterity 
may challenge hiifory to match it. It has 
made all our country merry, but the poop 
miller that loft them. 

1 fincerely congratulate with you upon the 
recovery of our dear friend the Dean. May 
he live long, to the joy of his friends, and 
the vexation of his enemies. I have been for 
a week paft compofing an Anglo-latin letter 

to 
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to him, which is not as yet finished, t 
hope it will make him a vifit upon his births 
day, which I intend to celebrate with fome 
of his own money, and fome of his own 
friends here. Three tenants have lately run 
away with thirty pounds of my rent : I have 
by good fortune got one rich honeft man in 
their place, who has commenced from Sept. 
paft, and is to pay me their arrears the next 
May ; Co that 1 am well off. I will gather 
as fail as I can for the Dean ; but indeed he 
muft have a little longer indulgence for me. 

It is very hard that the Squire fhould 

keep my money in his pocket, when it is 
nothing out of his. I fuppofe he intends it 
fhall keep him in coals for two or three years; 
for the devil a one he burns, except it be 
fometimes in his kitchen, and his nurfery 
upon a cold day. I have this day written a 
complaint of him to my fcholar — — of 
, who, I hope, will have gratitude en- 
ough to do me jufUce. There never was 
known fuch a fcarcity of money as we have 
in the North, owing to the difmal circum- 
ftances of fome thoufands of families prepar- 
ing to go off, that have turned their leafes 
and effects into ready money. •Some fquires 
will have their whole eftates left to them- 

felves 
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felvcs and their dogs.' O what compaffion I 
have for them ! I have written a little pretty 
birth-day poem againft St. Andrew's day, 
which, when corre&ed, revifcd, and amend- 
ed, I intend for Faulkner to publifh. I do 
aflure you, madam, it is a very pretty thing 
(although I fay it that (hould'nt fay it) and 
as humourous a thing as ever you read in 
your life ; and I know the whole world will 
be in love with it, as I am with you. But 
how the devil came you to tell the Dean you 
are no longer my miftrefs ? I fay that you 
are, and (hall be fo rn fpight of the whole 
world. I wifh Mrs. Sheridan were dead out 
of the way, 

THOMAS SHERIDAN. 

LETTER CXXXV. 
Dr. DUNKIN to Mrs. WHITEWAY. 
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MADAM, Nov. 30, 1 736. 

HAD propofed vaft pleafure to myfelf, 
from the hopes of celebrating the Dean's 
birth-day with you ; but as I have been af- 
flifted with a violent head-ach all day, which 
is not yet abated, I could not fafely venture 
abroad. I have however, as in annual duty 

Vol, VI. M bound, 



( 17* ) 

bound, attempted to write fomc lines on the 
occafion $ not indeed with that accuracy the 
fubjed: deferved, being the crudities of laft 
night's lucubrations, to which I attribute the 
indifpofition of my pate : but if they (hould 
in any meafure merit your approbation, I 
fhall rejoice in my pain. One comfort how- 
ever I enjoy by abfcnting myfelf from your 
folemnity, that I fhall not undergo a fecond 
mortification, by hearing my own fluff. Be 
pleafcd to render my mod dutiful reipeds 
agreeable to the Dean, and pardon this trou- 
ble from, Madam, your mod obliged moil 
obedient fctvadt, 

W. fcUNfclN. 

LETTER CXXXVL 
Dn fc I N G to Dr. SWIFT, 

SIR, London, December 7th, 1736. 

I A RRI V E D here yefterday, and I am 
now ready to obey your commands. 1 hope 
you are come to a pofitive refolution concern- 
ing the hiftory. You need not hefitate about 
. the dates, or the references which are to be 
made to any public papers; for I can fuppl/ 
them, without the leaft trouble. As well ** 

* * I 
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I remember, there is but one of thofe public 
pieces, which you determined fliould be in- 
ferted at length -, I mean Sir Thomas. Han- 
mer's reprefentation ; this I have now by 
me. If you incline to publifh the two tradts 
as an appendix to the hiflory, you will be 
pleafed to fee if the character given of the 
E. of Oxford in the pamphlet of 1 7 1 5 agrees 
with the chara&er given of the fame perfon 
ifk the hiftory. Perhaps on a review, you 
may think proper to leave one of them 
quite out. You have (I think) barely men- 
tioned the attempt of Gut/card, and the quar- 
rel between Recbteren and Mefnager. But 
as thefe are fads which are probably now' 
forgot or unknown, it would not be amifs if 
they were related at large in the notes ; which 
may be done from the Gazettes, or any other 
news-papers of thofe times. This is all I 
have to offer to your confideration ; and you 
fee here are no objections which ought to re* 
tard the publication of this valuable work 
one moment. I will only now add, that if 
you intend this hiftory ihould be publifhed 
from the original manufcript, it mult be 
done while you are living : and if you con- 
tinue in the fame mind to intruft me with 
the execution of your orders, I will perform 
N 2 them 
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them Faithfully. This I would do, although 
I did not owe you a thoufand obligations, 
which I (hall ever acknowledge. I am, with 
the greateft truth, Sir, your moft humble and 
moft obedient fervant, 

W. KING. 

LETTER CXXXVIL 
Earl of ORRERY to Dr. SWIFT, 

DEAR SIR, Corkc, April 3d; 1737. 

XAM very glad there are twelve thoufand 
pounds worth of halfpence arrived ; they arc 
twelve thoufand arguments for your quitting 
Ireland. I look upon you in the feme ftatc 
of the unfortunate Achczmenides amidft ty- 
rants and monfters Do you not remem- 
ber the defcription of Polypheme and hi$ 
den? 

< — '• — Domus fame dapibufque c mentis 
In'tus opaea, i gcns % ipfc arduus, altaque pul- 

. f at : . ' 

Sidera, fDii talent terris avertite pejlem !) 
Nee <vifufaciHs> nee diftu affabilis ulli : 
Vifeerilus miferorum Gf fanguine vefcitur 
atro. 

7 Remem- 
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Remember alfo, that 

Centum alii curva hac habitant ad lit tor a 

vulgo 
Infandi Cyclopes* et altis montibus errant. 

Tranflate thefe lines and come away with 
me to Marjlon ; there you (hall enjoy otium 
cum dignitate ; there you fhall fee the famous 
Sacfockijhkajb) and his two pupils, who /hall 
attend your altars with daily incenfc ; there 
no archbithops can intrude ; there you (hall 
be the fole lord and mafter ; whilft we your 
fubje&s {hall learn obedience from our hap- 
pinefs.— If you ever can think ferioufly, 
think fo now ; and let me fay with the cu- 
rate of my parifh, Confider what has been 
faid unto you, ponder it well, lay it up in 
your heart, and God of his infinite mercy 
direct you ! — Mrs. Whiteway (hall be truly 
welcome to Marjlon' $ homely (hade. HeSlor 
fhall fawn upon the Do&or ; and I myfelf 
wiil be under the direction and government 
of Sir R. W. 

You tell me, I am to carry a load for you 
to England i the moft acceptable load will 
be yourfelf, and that I would carry with as 
true piety as Mneas bore the ancient An* 
(bifes on his (houlders, when he fled from 

N 3 fire, 
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fire, from blood, from Greeks^ and from "ru-* 
ined Troy I 

Can you expert that lords move regularly ? 
Is it not below our ftation to think where 
or when we are to go ? But if my coach 
and fix is in order, perhaps I may have the 
honour to ftarta hare in Stevens-Green about 
the firft of next month. In the middle of 
June I will hope to fet fail with you to Eng- 
land. Mr. Pope will come out beyond the 
fhore to meet you : you will exchange Cy- 
clops for Men ; and if one muft fall, furely 
the choice is right. 

Siperep, manibus bominum periljfe juvabit. 

My npxt (hall be longer. I am now forced 
to bid you farewel ; but hereafter expeft my 
whole life and converfation : you fhall cer- 
tainly have the cheefes. If you will come 
to Somer/et/bire, I will eat one for joy ♦. 
The beft in England are made in my manor. 

I am fo well, that I had almoft forgot to 
anfwer that kind part of your letter. It is 
only you that can add health and happinefs 
to your very affe&ionate obliged and faithful 
fervant, 

ORRERY. 

* The Earl of Orrery hated cheefe to fuch a degree* 
that he could fcarce bear the fight of it. 
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LETTER CXXXVM. 

Earl of OXFORD to Dr. SWIFT. 

GOOD MASTER DEAN, 

Dover T Street, April 7th, 1737* 

1 AM extreamly obliged to you for feye- 
ral letters, which I, with great fhamc and 
concern, acknowledge that I have not an* 
fwered, as alio feveral remembrances of me 
and my family in your letters to feveral of 
your friends, but particularly in your letters 
to Mr. Pope : I ftand very ftropgly obliged 
to you upon thefe accounts ; 1 dare fay you 
will dp me that juftice, that you will not at- 
tribute my not writing tp proceed from any 
negled of you, or from any fbrgetfulnefs : 
I am certain of this, that I do retain jhp 
warmed efteem and fincereft regard for you 
of any one, be he who he will ; and there- 
fore I hope you will pardon what has paficd, 
and I promife to amend, if my letters would 
in the leaft be agreeable to yoq. 

One reafoh of my writing to you now is 
(next to my afking your forgivenefs) this ; 
I art told that you have given leave and li- 

N 4 berty 
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bcrty to fome one or more of your friends 
to print a hiftory of the laft four years of 
queen Anne's reign, wrote by you. 

As I am moft truly fcnfible of your con- 
ftant regard and fincere friendship for my 
father, even to partiality (if I may lay fo) 
I am very fenfible of the (hare and part he 
mud bear in fuch a hiftory \ and as 1 re- 
piember, when I read over that hiftory of 
yours, 1 can recoiled: that there feemed to 
me a want of fome papers to make it more 
compleat, which was not in our power to 
obtain; befides there were fame fevere things 
laid, which might have been then very cur- 
rently talked of, but now will want a proper 
evidence to fupport $ for thefe reafbns it is 
that I do intreat the favour of you, and make 
it my earned requeft, that you will give your 
pofitive dire&ion?, that this hiftory be not 
printed and published, until I have had an 
Opportunity of feeing it, with a liberty o£ 
(hewing it to fome family friends, whom 1 
lvould confult upon this occafion, I beg 
pardon for this ; I hope you will be fo good 
as to grant my requeft : I do it with great 
Reference to you. If I had the pleafure of 
feeing you, I could foon fay fomething tq 

'• • ''""■' "' ' i0i 
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you that would convince you I am not 
wrong : they are not proper for a letter, as 
you willeafily.guefs* 

My wife defires your acceptance of het 
mod humble (ervice; my daughter is ex- 
treamly pleafed with the notice you are 
pleafed to take of her, fhe is very well : (he 
brought me another grandaughtcr laft month: 
(he defires your acceptance of her mod hun*. 
ble fervice, and would be glad of the pleafure 
of feeing you here in England. 

The duke of Portland fo far anfwers our 
expectations, that indeed he exceeds them ; 
for he makes the bed hufband, • the bed fa- 
therland the bed fon * thefe qualities are, I 
allure you, very, rare in this age, 

I wifli you would make my compliments 
to my lord Orrery ; do you defign to keep 
him with you? I do not blame you, if yot» 
can. I am, with true edeern and regard, 
Sir, your mod obliged a#d mod faithful hum- 
ble iervant, 

OXFORD. 

| wi(h Mafler Faulkner, when he fends 
any thjing to. me, would fay how you 
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LETTER CXXXIX, 

WILLIAM RICHARDSON, Efq; to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

REVEREND SIR, April.iyth, 1737. 

I RETURNED laft night from Derry, 
where I have been for fome time paft, and 
where you will be received with great re- 
ipedh I pleafed myfclf with the hopes of 
finding at home an account of the time you 

defign being here My difappointment 

occafions you this trouble 5 and I hope you 
will fuffer that which can do it bcft to plead 
my excufe for being fo importunate. 

Sir, I take the country to be as pleafant 
the latter end of this, and all the next 
month, as any in the year; the fields are 
putting on their gayeft liveries to receive 
you; the birds will warble their fwceteft 
notes to entertain you; and the waters in the 
river Bann, when they come in view of your 
apartment, will tumble in great hurry to Wait 
on you, and leave you with reluftance. 

I muft brag of my fituation, and will 
pawn my credit with you in thofe matters, 

that 
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that you will pronounce it the mod delight- 
ful you have feen in 'Dublin at leaft. 

Sir, I will not conceal from you any lon- 
ger a felf-intereft I have in honouring this 
place with your prefence. All the inclo- 
fureft I intend in my demefne are now 
finifhed, and I am ready to begin what I 
intend by way of ornament; but until I 
am fixed in the fcheme of the whole, which 
I would have adapted in the beft manner to 
the place, I would do nothing. I have de- 
layed coming to a final refolution, till I 
fhall have the opportunity of intreating your 
opinion and afiiftance after viewing the whole* 
It will perhaps afford yourfelf no difagreeable 
amufement, and occafion fomething elegant 
and correct in miniature, where nature has 
almoft done every thing. When you let me 
know that you have fitted your ftages, I will 
contrive to meet you as far as Armagh or 
Stewartftown. I will only add, that it is 
one that loves you, as well as admires you, 
that is thus troublefome to you ; and that I 
am, with the greateft truth, as well as efteem, 
Sir, your mod humble and mod obedient 

fervant, 

WILLIAM RICHARDSON, 
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LETTER CXL. 
the Hon. Mifs DAVYS * to Dr. SWIFT, 

SIR, May 27th, 1737. 

1 KNOW you are always pleafcd to do 
adts of charity, which encourages me to take 
the liberty of recommending a boy about ten 
years old, the bearer of this, to your good-t 
nefs, to beg you would employ it in getting 
him put into the Blue-coat Hofpital. I re* 
ceived the inclofed letter from him this 
morning. Your compliance with this rc- 
queft, and pardon for this trouble, will 
oblige, Sir, your moft humble and moil 
pbedient fervant, 

M. DAVYS, 

* Afterwards Countcfs of Bqrrymorf, 
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LETTER CXLI. 
Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT. 

CERVE DECANE, June, 1737. 

H# G longus audire a te, nunc Francifci 
funt vcnti intus. Dominus M'Carty crat 
apud Sandtas Catherinas*, quiolim minaba- 
tur me cumfcripto, & fuc ego ibam ad Dun- 
boyn. Non reddebam ad Dublinum apis 
caufa debebam nummum, & ego habebam 
id non ad cicerem. 

Meus filius Thomas fedebat nuper pro 
fcholaftic4 nave, et perdidit id per malltiam 
unius domini Hughs, qui gignebat fuper 
apud aflercm -f-, et dixit, quod puer erat ni- 
miumjuvenis pro juramento. Diabolus cape 
ingratum Socium ; nam olim dedi ilium 
doftrinam pro nihil ; et fie fervit me nunc, 
Quomodo unquam ego non volo capere ad 
cor, fed ego faciam optimum de malo mer- 
catu. O qualis mundus eft hie! Sed ego 
dicam non plus. Scio quod fcio; et tenebo 

* St. Catherine's^ lady MountcaJheVs villa about fix 
miles from Dublin. 

t When the provoft and fellows of the unive;fity 
of Dublin meet in council, they call it a Board. 

mentem 
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mcntem ad meipfum, et ego folvam id-de 
cum cogitando. 

Ego habeo tres libros fapientum dido- 
rum X tranfcriptos pro te in pulchri et magni 
manu, quos mittam ad te per primam op- 
portunitatcm, ante ut meus dominus Orrery 
vadit pro Anglia ; nam promifit capere illos 
cum fc, et facere pa&um pro me cum pre- 
latore. 

Corrigo illos libros valde puteus, ut jubc- 
bas me, fie id ego fpero non habebis mul- 
tum agere; nam eft non rationabile dare 
tibi multam iqoleftiam circum farciendo fty- 
lum. . Arnica Donelfon eft cito ire ad Du- 
blinum, mittam illos cum ilia. 

Ego babeo non ullos nuncios, fed quod 
* noftra.tempeftas eft valde calida, in fie tan- 
tum, ut omne jioftrum gramen eft uftum 
fuper, et pecora habent nihil edere. Care- 
mus pluvia valde multum, ft Deus placeret 
mittere — Mitte me verbum quid genus tem- 
peftatis eft in Dublino, & fi placet te mitte 
ad me rationem tuae fanitatis. Da meom 
humile fervitium omnibus, qui rogant pro 
me* Ad Dominum Orrery, ad Dodorem 
Helfham & caeteris amicorum. Frecare cape 

£ The Do&or's eolle&joB of Bona Mots. 

curam 
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Curam de tcipfo, & fie obligabis tuum ha- 
toillimum famulum, 

THOMAS SHERIDAN. 

Junii die 22*. ' 

Unum mille fcptem centum & triginta 
feptem. Servitium et amor dominas 
albas viae. 

LETTER CXLH. 

Alderman BARBER to Dr. SWIFT. 

MOST HONOURED FRIEND, 

London, June 23, 1737* 

JL WAS favoured with a letter fbme time 
fince by the hands of the bearer Mr. Lloyd* 
and by him take the opportunity of anfwer- 
ing it* 

I do allure you, Sir, that as the Society 
have always had the greateft regard for your 
recommendation, fo, in this affair, they have 
given a fre£h inftance of their refpedt ; for 
.they have refolved to relieve their tenants 
in Co/rain from their hard bargains; and, 
to that end, have put it in a way that is to 
the entire fatisfa&ion of the bearer. 

... I hope 
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I hope this will find you in good health, 
and that the hot weather will contribute 
thereto ; which will be a great fatisfa&ioa 
to all honeft men who wifh well to their 
country/ 

Our friend Mr. Pope is very hearty and 
well, and has obliged the town lately with 
feveral things in his way \ among the reft, 
a tranflation of Horaces Odes ; in one of 
which you are mentioned asfaving your na- 
tion : which gave great offence; and, lam 
allured, was under debate in the council, 
whether he fhould not be taken up for it : 
but it happening to be done in the late king's 
time, they pafled it by. 

I 1 hope you fee the paper called Common 
Senfe, which has wit and humour. 

1 hid thoughts of killing your hand this 
fummer; but we are all in confufion at 
Deny about power, which will prevent my 
coming at prefent; but I am in hopes of 
having that happinefs before I die. I thank 
God I hold out to a miracle aim oft ; for I 
am better in my health now than I was ma- 
ny years ago. 

Lord Bolingbroke is in France, writing, 1 
,am told, the Hiftory of his own Time : he 

il 
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is well. You will pleafe to make my com- 
pliments to lord Orrery and Dr. DeLmy. 

I have many things to fay, which in pru- 
dence I muft defer. 

I fhall conclude with my hearty prayers 
to Almighty God, to prefervc your moft va- 
luable life for many years, as you are a 
publick bleffing to your country, and a friend 
to all mankind ; and to a flu re you that I am, 
with fincerity, dear Sir, your moft affection- 
ate and moft faithful humble fervant, 

JOHN BARBER. 

LETTER CXLIIL 
Dr. K I N G to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, St. Mary- Hall, Oxford, June 24, 1 737* 

XDO not know for what reafon the wor- 
thy gentlemen of the poft-office intercepted 
a letter, which I did myfelf the honour to 
write to you about two months ago. I can- 
not remember I faid any thing that could 
give them the leaft offence. I did not men- 
tion the new half-pence ; I did not praife 
the royal family j I did not blame the prime 
minifter ; I only returned you my thanks for 
a very kind letter I had juft then received 
Vol. VI. ' Q from 
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from you. It is true I inclofed in that letter 
a printed paper called Common Sen/e, in which 
the author propofes a new fcheme of go- 
vernment for the people of Cor/ica, advifing 
to make their king of the fame ftuffof which 
the Indians make their gods *. I thought 
to afford you fome diverfion : but perhaps it 
was this made the whole packet criminal. 

I have this day received a letter from Mrs. 
Wbiteway* in which fhe tells me that I am 
to expedt the manufcript by lord Orrery. I 
will have the pleafure to wait on him as foon 
as I can do it without crofling the Irifh chan- 
nel : and as foon as I receive the papers, you 
{hall hear from me again. I (hall have an 
opportunity of writing fully to you by Mr. 
Deane Swift, who propofes to fct out for 
Ireland the next vacation. In making men- 
tion of this gentleman, I cannot help recom- 
mending him to your favour. I have very 
narrowly obferved his conduit ever fince I 
have been here ; and I can, with great truth, 
give him the charadler of a modeft, fober, 
ingenious young man. He is an hard ftu- 
dent, and will do an honour to the fociety 
of which he is now a member. 

* This paper of Common Sen/e was written by Dr. 
King himfelf. 

1 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Whiteway fays, th^t notwithftanding 
all your complaints, you arc in good health 
and good fpirits. What think you of mak- 
ing a trip to England this fine feafon, and 
vifiting our Alma Mater ? I can offer you an 
airy cool room during the furnmer, and a 
warm bed-chamber in the winter; and I 
will take care that your mutton-commons 
£hall be kept long enough to be tender. If 
you will accept of this invitation, I promife 
to meet you at Cbefter, and to conduct you 
to king Edward's lodgings : and then St. 
Mary-Hall may boaft gf a triumvirate, that 
is not to be matched in any part of the 
learned world, Sir Thomas More, Erafmus 9 
and the Drapier. Believe me to be with 
the greateft elteem, Sir, your' moil obedient 
and mod humble fervant, 

WILLIAM KING. 

LETTER CXLIV. 
Dr. KING to Mrs. WHITEWAY. 

MADAM, St. Mary-Hall, Oxon, June 24, 1737. 

X H AVE this day the favour of your let- 
ter of the 14th, which hath given me great 
pleafure : however, I could not help beftow- 
, O 2 ing 
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ing fome maledictions on thofe gentlemen of 
the pod-office, who have been fo imperti- 
nent as to intercept our correipondence; for 
you ought to have received another letter 
from me with one inclofed for our friend 
in fome few days after you had the packet 
from Hartley. This was in anfwer to the 
letter you mention, which I got the very 
next day (as well as I remember) after £&/•/- 
ley went from London. 

As foon as I hear of my lord Orrerfs arri- 
val on this fide the water, I will wait on 
him to receive the papers. The moment 
they are put into my hands I will writ&to 
you again. 

I don't know why the Dean's fncndi 
fhould think it derogatory, either to his ftt- 
tion or chara&er, to print the Hiftory by 
fiibfeription, confidering how the money arv- 
fmg by the fale of it is to be applied. I am 
not for felling the copy to a bookfeller : for, 
unlefs a fufficient caution be taken, the book- 
feller, when he is mader of the copy, wiH 
certainly print it by fubfeription, and fo have 
all the benefit which the Dean refufeS. But 
I (hall be better able to fend you my thought* 
of this matter, when I have talked with fome 

of 
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iy friends, who have had more dealrngs 
lis way than I have. 

nd have ycu at laft got (lore of copper 
pence, and are content to give us gold 
filver in exchange for this new coin ? 
3 ferves to verify an obfervation I have 
neatly made, that the grofleft impofition 
he publfck will go down, if the mana- 
have but patience to try it twice, and 
enough to give it a new name. The 
fe fchcme, which made fuch a noife here 
v years ago, pafled here laft winter with 
i oppofition, under a new fhape and title 
*r would the ghoft oiWood triumph over 
Drapier, and rattle his copper chains, if 
fpc&rc were permitted to meet him in 
wralks ? But I am unawares runrhing into 
ticks, without confide ring that thefe re- 
tons may occafion the lofs of my letter. 
Ve therefore done with your copper *. 

You 



With great refpe& to Dr. King, he is fomewhat 
ken in his politicks ; for the great force of Dr. 
f's reafoning, in the character of an Irijb Drapier, 
not fo much levelled againft a moderate quantity 
alfpence in general (which, it is certain, were 
i wanted in Ireland in the year 1724) as ?gainft 
Ts adulterate copper in particular, which was not 
h three-pence in a fhilling, and wfiich might Have 
poured in upon the nation from Wood's, mi t to 
O 3 ecernny ; 
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You can't imagine how greatly I am vex- 
ed and difappointed, that I have been fo 
long obliged to keep back my converfation 
piece -J-. I have, in this relpedt, wholly 
complied with the reafoning, or rather with 
the humours, of fome of my friends. They 
were willing to try their fkill in accommo- 
dating my Iri/b affairs ; in which, after all, 
I believe they will be difappointed as much 
as I have been : for the adverfaries 1 have 
to deal with, proceed on a principle that will 
hear no reafon, and do no good, not even 
to themfelvcs, if others are at the fame time 
to receive any benefit by the bargain. How- 



eternity ; as be had neither given fecurity for his ho- 
nefty, nor obliged himfelf, like other patentees, to give 
either gold or filver in exchange for his copper, when 
it began to grow troublefome. Whereas the halfpence, 
fent over to Ireland in the year 1737, wcrc coined in 
the Totver 9 by the exprefs order of the crowo, for the 
conveniency of the kingdom, and were not calculated 
to do any mifchief; or, in fa&, could they have done 
any, as all people were at that time fuffi'ciently and 
thoroughly apprized, that halfpence were not fteriing 
money, or could legally be tendered in any payment 
whatsoever ; the only ufe of them being a fort of 
change in the final I crafts and traffick of the world. 
However, it is certain that an advertifement of three 
lines, by order of Dr. Swift, had there been occafiofl 
fur it, as there was not, would inftantly have ftopt their 
currency. 

•fr Meaning 77;/ Toaji. 

ever, 
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ever, fincc you fcem fo earneftly to defire a 
fecond view of this work, I will fend you a 
book by Mr. Swjft, who intends to go from 
hence about ten days or a fortnight hence. 
You will be fo kind as to keep it in your 
own hands until the publication. 

As I think it proper to write a poftfeript 
in your letter to a certain perfon, that muft 
be namelefs, and finding I have but room for 
my addrefs to him, I will fay no more to 
you now than that I am, and always muft . 
be, Madam, your moil obedient and mod 
humble fervant, 

WILLIAM KING. 

P. S. To the gentleman of the poft-office 
who intercepted my laft letter addref- 
led to Mrs. Wbiteway, at her houfe in 
Abbyjlreet, together with a letter in- 
clofed and addreffed to the Dean of St. 
Patrick's. 



LETTER CXLV. 

S I R, 
HEN you have fufficiently perufed this 



w 

letter, I beg the favour of you to fend it 
to the lady to whom it is directed. I (hall 

O 4 not 
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not take it ill though you fhould not give 
yourfelf the trouble to feal it again. If any 
thing I have laid about the copper halfpence 
aivd excife fliould ofFend you, blot it out. 
I (hall think myfelf much obliged to you 
if, at the fame time, you will be pleafed to 
Jend Mrs. Wbiteway thofe letters which a*e 
now in your hands, with fuch alterations 
and amendments as you think proper. I 
cannot believe that your orders will juftify 
you in detaining letters of bufinefs : for as 
you are a civil officer, I conceive you have 
not a licence to rob on the highway. If I 
happen to be miftaken, of which I (hall be 
convinced if this letter fhould be like wife 
intercepted, I will hereafter change my ad- 
drefs, and enrol you and your fuperiors in 
my catalogue of heroes. 
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LETTER CXLVL 

tASMUS LEWIS, Efqs to Dr. 
SWIFT*. 

London, June 30, 1737. 

' U R friend Pope tells me, you could wife 
revive a correfpondence with fome of your 
acquaintances, that you might not re- 
i* entirely ignorant of what paffes in thi* 
mtry : on this qccafion I would offer my- 
f with pleafure, if I thought the little tri- 
t that come to my knowledge could in the 
ft contribute to your amuiement ; but as 
a yourfelf judge very rightly, I am too 
jch out of the world, and fee things at 
> great a diftance ; and, befides this, my 
s>, and the ufe I have formerly made of 
f eyes in writing by candle-light, have 
w reduced me altnoft to blindnefs, and I 
\ nothing lefs than the pips of the cards, 
>m which I have fome relief in a long 
nter evening. However, to fhew my dear 
san how much I love him, I have taken 
y pen in my hand to fcratch him out a let* 

* There is an anfwer to this letter in John/torts coi- 
tion, No# 69. 

tcr, 
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ter, though it be little more than to tell him 
nioft of thofe he and I ufed to converfe with 
are dead ; but 1 am ftill alive, and lead a 
poor animal life. Lord Ma/ham is much in 
the fame way : he has married his fon, and 
boards with him : the lady is the daughter 
of Sahvay Winnington % and they all live lov- 
ingly together : the old gentleman walks 
afoot, which makes me fear that he has 
made fettlements above his ftrcngth. I re- 
gret the lofs of Dr. Arbuthnot every hour of 
the day : he was the bed conditioned crea- 
ture that ever breathed, and the moftchear- 
ful; yet his poor fon George is under the 
utmoft dejeftion of fpirits, aim oft to a de- 
gree of a delirium ; his two fitters give affec- 
tionate attendance, and I hope he will grow 
better. Sir William Wyndham makes the firft 
figure in parliament, and is one of the moft 
amiable men in the world : he is very happy 
in his wife lady Blandford, but I fear his 
eldeft fon will not come into his meafures : 
this may create him fome uneafinef§. 

Lord Batburjt is in Glocefterjhire, wh£re 
he plants, tranfplants, and un f lants : thus 
he erefts an employment for himfelf intfc- - 
pendant of a court. 

I haves 
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I have the happinefs to live near lord Ox- 
ford, who continues that kindnefs and pro- 
tection to me that I had from his father. 
God Almighty has given him both the power 
and the will to fupport the numerous family 
of his fifter, which has been brought to ruin 

by that unworthy man lord K ; now I 

name him, I mean lord Oxford. Let me 
afk you if it be true, that you are going to 
print a Hiftory of the four laft years of the 
Queen ; if it is, won't you let me fee it be- 
fore you fend it to the prefs ? Is it not pofii- 
ble that I may fugged fome things that you 
may have omitted, and give you reafons for 
leaving out others ? The fcene is changed 
fince that period of time : the conditions of 
the peace of Utrecht have been applauded by 
moft part of mankind, even in the two houfes 
of parliament ; Should not matters reft here, 
at leaft for fome time ? I pre fume your great 
end is to do juftice to truth ; the fecond 
point may perhaps be to make a compli- 
ment to the Oxford family : permit me to 
c fay as to the firft, that tho' you know per- 
haps more than any one man, I maypoffi- 
bly contribute a mite ; and, with the alte- 
ration of ope word, viz, by inferting parva 
inftead of magna> apply to my felf that paf- 

fage 
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fage of VirgiU et quoram pars parvafui. As 
to the fecond point, I do riot conceive your 
compliment to lord Oxford to be fo perfect 
as it might be, unlefs you lay the manu- 
fcript before him, that it may be confidered 
here. 

Our little captain blufters, reviews, and 
thinks he governs the world, when in re- 
ality he does nothing ; for the firft minifter 
ftands poflcfild of all the regal power : the 
latter prates well in the houfe, and, by cor- 
ruption, is ablblute mafter of it : as to other 
matters, his foreign treaties are abfurd, and 
his management of the funds betrays a want 
of fkill : he has a low way of thinking. My 
dear Dean adieu : believe me to be, what \ 
really am, mod affectionately yours. 

LETTER CXLVII. 
The Earl of OXFORD to Dr. SWIFT. 
GOOD Mr/ DEAN, Dover- ftrect, July 4, 1737. 

YOUR letter of June 14th *, in anfwer 
to mine of the 7th of dpril % is come to my 
hands ; and it is with no fmall concern that 

* This letter was printed by Jobn/lcn in the yeat 
1765, No. 68. 

I 
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I have read it, and to find that you feem to 
have formed a refolution to put the Hiftory 
of the four laft years of the Queen to the 
prefe ; a refolution taken without giving your 
friends, and thofe that are greatly concerned, 
fome notice, or fuffcring them to have time 
and opportunity to read the papers over, and 
to confider them. I hope it is not too late 
yet, and that you will be fo good as to let 
fome friends fee them, before they are put 
to the prefs; and, as you propofe to have 
the work ptfntedhere, it will beeafy to give 
dire&ions to whom you will pleafe to give 
the liberty of feeing them ; I beg I may be 
one : this requeft I again repeat to you, and 
I hope you will grant it. I do not doubt 
but there are many who will perfuade you 
to publiflh it; but they are not proper judges : 
their reafons may be of different kinds, and 
their motives to prefs on this work may be 
quite different, and perhaps concealed from 
you. 

I am extremely fenfible of the firm love 
and regard you had for my father, and have 
for his memory ; and upon that account it 
is, that I now renew my requeft, that you 
would at lcaft defer this printing until you 
have had the advice of friends. You have 

forgot 
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forgot that you lent me the hiftory to read 
when you were in England fince my father 
died ; I do remember it well. I would afk 
your pardon for giving you this trouble ; but 
upon this affair I am fo nearly concerned, 
that if I did not my utmoft to prevent it, I 
Should never forgive myfelf. 

, I am extremely obliged to you for your 
good and kind concern for me and my fa- 
mily. My wife defires your acceptance of 
her moft humble fervice ; my daughter de- 
fires the fame: they both are fenfible of your 
good withes for them. I am, with true 
efteem and refpedt, dear Sir, your obliged 
and moft affectionate humble fervant, 

OXFORD. 

LETTER CXLVIIL 
Earl of ORRERY to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, July 23d, 1737. 

JLf I were to tell you who enquire for you, 
and what they fay of you, it would take up 
more paper than I have in my lodgings, and 
more time than I ftay in town. Ytt London 
is empty: not dufty, for we have had rain: 
not dull, for Mr. Pope is jn it ; not noify, 

for 
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for we have no cars -j- : not troublefome, for 
a man may walk quietly about the flxeets : 
in (hort, 'tis juft as I would have it till Mon- 
day, and then I quit St..PauI\ for my little 
church at Mar/Ion. 

Your commands are obeyed long ago. Dr. 
King has his cargo, Mrs. Barber her conver- 
fation, and Mr. Pope his letters. To-mor- 
row I pafs with him at Twickenham: the 
olim meminijfe will be our feaft. Leave Dub- 
lin, and come to us, Methinks there arc 
many ftronger reafons for it than heretofore ; 
at leaft I feel 'em : and I'll fay with Macbetb> 
Would thou could'ft ! 

My health is greatly mended ; fo, I hope, 
is yours : write to me when you can/ in your 
beft health, and utmoft leifure; never break 
through that rule. Can friendfhip increafe 
by abfence ? Sure it does ; at leaft mine rifes 
fome dejgrees, or feems to rife : try if it will 
fall by coming nearer : no, certainly it can- 
not be higher. Yours mod affe&ionately, 

ORRERY. 

+ Alluding to the Irijb car*. 
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Letter cxLftf. 

THOMAS FARREN, Efq; Mayor of 
Cork, to Dr. SWIFT. 

REVEREND SIR, Cork, September 14th, 173;. 

lAM favoured with yours by Mr. Faulk- 
tier, and am forry the health of a man, the 
whole kingdom has at heart, fhould be fo 
much in danger. 

When the box with your freedom was 
given the Recorder, to be prefented to you* 
1 hoped he would, in the name of the city* 
have exprefled their grateful acknowledg- 
ments for the many fervices the publick ha* 
received from you, which are the motives 
that induced us to make you one of our ci- 
tizens ; ^and as they will ever remain monu- 
ments to your glory, we imagined it need- 
lefs to make any infcription on the box, and 
efpecially as we have no precedents on our 
books for any fuch. But, as fo great and 
deferving a patriot merits all diftra&ion that 
can be made, I have, by the confent and ap- 
probation of the Council, directed the box 
to you, and hope what is inferibed upon it, 
although greatly inferior to what your me- 
2 rit 
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tit Is intitlfed to, will however demonftfate 
the great regard and refpedt we have for you, 
on account of the many lingular fervices 
your pen and your couixfel have done this 
poor country; and am, reverend Sir, your 
moft obedient humble fervant* 

THOMAS FARREN, Mayor, 

LETTER CL, 

Lord M- Y * to Dr. SWtFl\ 

8 I Rj November 17th, 1737. 

A SHALL, with great pleafure, bring in 
your petition to-morrow, the houfe of lords 
not fitting until then ; but I find there is a 
finall miftake in point of form, which will 
be proper to be fet right before the petition 
(hall be prefented. 

You mention the bill as if it would cer- 
tainly pafs, and be transmitted into England; 
inftead of which, I muft beg the favour of 
you to fay, that there are heads of a bill de- 
pending now before your lordfliips commit- 
tee, In order to prevent &c. &c. for tintil 
fuch time as it (hall have gone through that, 
no one can declare the fate of it* 

♦ Now E — - of B -?t. 

Vol. VI. P 1 
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' I fliould not be fo impertinent as to pre- 
tend to diredt you in this, but that I appre- 
hend you did not know the progrefs the bill 
' has taken ; if you will get it writ over again, 
my fervant {hall wait to bring it to me, and 
I fhall take care, as foon as the petition is 
received, to have a claufe ready, in purfu- 
ance of it, to except your charity. I am, 
with great refpedt, Sir, your moft obedient 
and moft humble fervant, 

M Y. 

LETTER CLI. 

CHARLES FORD, Efq; to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

November 2 2d, 1737. 

1 CAN'T help putting you in mind of me 
Sometimes, though I am fure of having no 
return. I often read your name in the news- 
papers, but hardly have any other accountof 
you, except when I happen to fee lord Or- 
rery. He told me the laft time, that yoi* 
had been ill, but were perfectly recovered. 
I hear they are going to publifti two vo- 
lumes more of your works. I fee no reafon 
why all the pamphlets published at the end 

oi 
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of the queen's reign might not be inferted. 
Your objection of their being momentary 
things, will not hold. Killing no Murder, 
and many other old trafts, are ftill read with 
pleafure, not to mention Tullys Letters, 
which have not died with the times. My 
comfort is, they will fome time or other be 
found among my books with the author's 
name, and pofterity obliged with them. I 
have been driven out of a great houfe, where 
I had lodged between four and five years, 
by new lodgers, with an infupportable noife, 
and have taken a little one to myfelf in a 
little court, merely for the fake of fleeping 
in quiet. It is in St. James's- Place, and called 
Little Cleveland-Court. I believe you never 
obferved it ; for I never did, th6iigh I lodg- 
ed very near it, till I was carried there to 
fee the houfe I have taken. Though coaches 
come in, it confifts of but fix houfes in all. 
Mine is but two ftories high, contrived ex- 
adtly as I would wifh, as I feldom eat at 
home. The ground-floor is of fmall ufe to 
me; for the fore-parlour is flung into the 
entry, and makes a magnificent London hall. 
The back one, by their ridiculous cuftom of 
tacking a clofet almoft of the fame bignefs 
to it, is fo dark, that I can hardly fee to read 
P 2 • there 
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there in the middle of the day. Up orar 
pair of flairs I hav'e a very good dining- 
room, which on the fecond floor is divided 
in two, and makes room for my whole fa- 
mily, a man and a maid, both at board- 
wages. Over my bed-chamber is my ftudy, 
the pleafanteft part of the houfe, from whence 
you have a full view of Buckingham- boufe> 
and all that part of the Park. My furni- 
ture is clean and new, but of the chcapeft 
things I could find out. The moft valuable 
goods I have are two different prints of you. 
I am (till in great hopes I fliall one day have 
the happinefs of feeing you in it. 

Every body agrees the queen's death was 
wholly owing to her own fault. She had a 
rupture, which (he would nc* difcover ; and 
the furgeon who opened her navel, declared 
if he had known it two days fboner, flie 
fhould have been walking about the next 
day. By her concealing her diftemper, they 
gave her flxong cordials for the gout in her 
ftomach, which did her great mifchief. The 
king is faid to have given her the firft ac- 
count of her condition : fhe bore it with 
great refolution, and immediately fent for 
the reft of her children, to take formal leave 
of them, but abfolutely refufed to fee the 

prince 
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prince of Wales-, nor could the archbifhop 
of Canterbury, when he gave her the facra- 
ment, prevail on her, though fhe faid, fhe 
heartily forgave the prince. It is thought 
her death will be a lofs, at leaft in point of 
safe, to fome of the minifters. 

Since Lewis has loft his old wife, he has 
had an old maiden niece to live with him, 
continues the fame life, takes the air in his 
coach, dines moderately at homej and fees 
nobody. 

It was reported, and is ftill believed by 
many, that Sir Robert Walpole upon the lofs 
of his, made Mifs Skirret an honeft woman ; 
bat if k be fo, the marriage is not yet 
owned. 

That you may, in health and happinefs, 
fee many 30th of November s> is the moft 
fincere and hearty wifti of yours, &c. 

If you will be fo kind as to let me hear 
fr6m you once again, you may either 
direft to me at the Cocoa-Tree, or to 
Little Cleveland-Court in St. James's 
Place. 
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LETTER CLII. 
Dr. SWIFT to Dr. CLANCY. 

SIR, Deanryhoufe, Chriftmas-iday, 1737. 
P 

uOME friend of mine lent me a comedy *, 
which I am told was written by you : I read 
it carefully, and with much pleafure, on ac- 
count both of the charaders and the moral. 
T have no intereft with the people of the play- 
houie, elfe I fliould gladly recommend it to 
them. I fend you a fmall prefent -f-, in fuch 
gold as will not give you trouble to change; 
for I much pity your lofs of fight J, which 
if it pleafed God to let you enjoy, your other 
talents might have been your honeft fupport, 

* The Sharper, the principal chara&er of which 
performance was dcfigncd to reprefent colonel Char- 

tl'fS. 

f This pacquct contained five pounds in fmall pieces 
of ^old of difFcrent kinds, of which the largeft did not 
ex ccd trie value of live {hillings. A little time after 
(fairii Dr. Cla cy) 1 ftnt him a parcel of tickets: he 
kept but one, which he faid he had paid for, and after- 
ward, fent me two four pound pieces for more. V id. 
► CtiKcys Alt-moiis, voi. ii. p 56. 

% Dr. Gfificy had purfued the ftudy of phyfick, and 
v.'is p.ttronized by \)\. Hcljhutn ; but having loft his 
fr-ht before he could regularly engage in the bufinefsof 
his profeJii.-n, he kept a Latin School for his fupport. 
lie has been dead fume years. 

and 
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and have eafed you of your prefenf confine- 
ment. I am, Sir, your well-wifhing friend 
and humble fervant, 

JONATH. SWIFT. 

I know not who lent me the play ; if it 
came from you, 1 will fend it back to- 
morrow. 

LETTER CLIN. 
Lady HOWTH to Dr. SWIFT, 

DEAR SIR, December 26th, 1737. 

JX, NO WING you to be very poor, I 

have fent you a couple of wild ducks, a 

couple of partridge, a fide of venifbn, and 

fome plover, which will help to keep your 

houfe this Chrijlmas. You may make a mi- 

fer's feaft, and drink your blue-eyed Nymph 

in a bumper, as we do the Drapier* and 

when*thefe are out, let me know, and you 

/hall have a frefh fupply. I have fent them 

by a black-guard, knowing you to be of a 

very generous temper, though very poor. 

My lord and hufband joins with me in wifti- 

ing you a merry Cbrifttnas, and many of 

P 4 them; 



( *i6 ) 

them ; and am fincerely your affc&ionate 
friend and Sea-nymph. 

Jf I figned my name, and the letter fhould 
be found, you apd I might be fuf? 
pedted. 

LETTER CLIV. 

Dr. CLANCY to Dr. SWIFT. 

REVEREND SIR, December 27th, 1737. 

nHE N I ftrive to exprefs the thorough 
fenfe I have of your humanity and goodnefs, 
my attempt ceafes admiration of them. You 
have favoured my performance with fomo 
degree of approbation, and you have confi- 
dered my unfortunate condition by a mark 
of your known benevolence: from my very 
foul I fincerely thank you. That approba- 
tion, which in fome more happy periods of 
my life would have made me proud even to 
vanity, has now in my diftrefs comforted 
and foothed my mifery. 

"If 1 did not fear being troublefome, I 
fhould do my elf the honour of waiting upon 
you, if you wiil be pleafed to permit me tp 

do 
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do fo. At any time I am ready to obey your 
command ; and am, with the utmoft refpedt 
and gratitude, Sir, your moft obliged hum- 
ble fervant, 

MIC CLANCY. 

LETTER CLV. 

Earl of ORRERY to Mrs. WHITE- 
WAY. 

MADAM, 
Duke- Street, Weftminfter, February 14th, 1737-8. 

I MUST anfwer a letter I never received. 
The Dean tells me you wrote to me ; but 
the Teas, or the poftmafters, are in pofleffion 
of the manufcript. Should it fall into Curl's 
hands, it may coiqe into print, ^nd then I 
mud anfwer it in print, which will give me 
a happy opportunity of letting the world 
know how much I am your admirer and fer- 
vant. 

I agree intirely with the perfon who writes 
three or four paragraphs in the Dean's letter. 
Humour and wit are, like gold and filver, 
in great plenty in Ireland; nor is there any 
body that wants either but that abominable 
Dean, the bane of all learning, fenfe, apd 
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virtue. I wifli we had him here to punifli 
him for his various offences, particularly for 
his abhorrence of the dear dear fafliions of 
this polite age. Pray, madam, fend him,; 
and you will hear what a fimple figure he 
will make among the great men of our ifland, 
who are every day improving themfelvcs in 
all valuable qualities and noble principles. 

I rejoice to hear your fair daughter is in 
health. I am, to her and you, a mod obe- 
dient humble fervant, 

ORRERY. 

LETTER CLVL 
Mifs RICHARDSON to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, Summcrfear, February 23d, 1737-8. 

I WAS favoured fome time ago with your 
moft obliging letter *, wherein you are pleaf- 
ed to fay lb many civil things to me, that I 
have been altogether at a lofs how to make 
proper acknowledgments for the honour you 
have done me. The commendations you are 
fo good as to beftow upon me, would make 
my vanity infufFerable to my neighbours, if 
I were not confeious that I do not defervc 

♦ Vid. Johnfin's Colleton, No. 70. 

them; 
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them ; and although I {hall always account 
it a great unhappinefs to me that I never 
have been in your company, yet this advan- 
tage I have from it, that my faults fcre un- 
known to you. If I have any thing com- 
mendable about me, I lincerely own myfelf 
indebted to you for it, having endeavoured 
as much as I could to model myfelf by the 
ufeful inftru&ions that are to be gathered 
from your works ; for Which my fex in ge- 
neral (although I believe fome of them do 
not think fo) is highly obliged to you. The 
opinion you are pleafed to entertain of me, 
I fancy is owing to my uncle's partiality, 
who has frequently been fo kind as to take 
pains to make perfons unacquainted with 
me, think better of me than afterwards they 
found I deferved. I have great reafon to 
complain of his treatment in this particular; 
but in all others 1 have met with fo much 
kindnefs from him, that I muft think it my 
duty to lay hold of every opportunity that- 
falls in my way to oblige him. Sir, you 
have it in your power to give me one, by 
making him a vifit at Summer/eat, where all 
the fkill I have in houfekeeping fhould be 
employed to have every thing in that man- 
ner that • would be mod pleating to you, 

which 
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which I know is the moft agreeable fervice 
I could do for him. You are pleafed to wi(h 
in your letter that you had hands long en- 
ough to beat me. What an honour and hap- 
pinefs would I efteem it, to be thought wor- 
thy of your correction ? but I fear you would 
find my faults fo numerous, that you would 
think me one of thofe ladies that do not dc- 
ferve to be mended. 

Your letter would have given me the 
greateft pleafure of any thing I have ever 
met with, had it not been for the complaints 
you make of your health, which give me a 
moft fenfible concern, as they ought to do 
every body that has any regard for this king- 
dom. I hope the good weather will fet you 
right, and that the Summer will induce yon 
to vifit this northern part of the world. I 
fear I have by this time tired out your pati- 
ence with female impertinence, and given 
you too great reafon to change the favour- 
able thoughts you did me the honour to en- 
tertain of me ; I will forbear to be longer 
troublefome to you, only I beg leave to add 
my beft wifhes for your good health, that 
you may live many years to be a blefling to 
mankind in general, and this country in par- 
ticular. I am, with the higheft efteem, and 
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rft refpedt, Sir, your mod obedient and 
humble fervant, 

KATH. RICHARDSON. 

LETTER CLVIL 
KING to DEANE SWIFT, Efq* * 

., St. Mary-Hall, Oxon, March 15th, 1737-8. 

I D not receive your letter of the 4th 
sfterday. It was fent after me to Lon- 
ind from thence returned to Oxford. 
m much concerned that I cannot fee 
efore you go to Ireland^ becaufe I in- 
i to have fent by you a pacquet for the 
It has been no fault of mine that he 
rt heard from me. I have written two 
\ for hirri (both inclofed to Mrs. White- 
fince I received the manufcript from 
)rrery. I wrote again to Mrs. White- 
uvhen I was laft week in London, to ac- 
t her, that I would write to the Dean 
riend of mine, who is going for Ireland 
2w days. I do not wonder my letters 
5 poft have been intercepted, fince they 
y related to the publication of -f-, 

ben at Monmouth. 

r. Swift's Hiftory of the four laft years of Q. 

which, 
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which, I am affured, is a matter by no 
means agreeable to fome of our great men, 
.nor indeed to fome of the Dean's particular 
friends in London. In fhort, 1 have been 
obliged to defer this publication till I can 
have the Dean's anfwer to fatisfy the ob- 
jections which have been made by fome of 
his friends. I had like wife a particular rea* 
fbn of my own for deferring this work a 
few months, which I have acquainted the 
Dean with. 

I mil ft beg the favour of you to leave be* 
hind you the copy of the Toajt, at leaft to 
{hew it to nobody in Ireland : for as I am 
upon the point of accommodating my fuit, 
the publication of the book would greatly 
prejudice my affairs at this j un&ure. But 
this is a caution I believe I needed not have 
given you. 

Your friends in the Hall are all well 
We are now very full. 

Believe me to be, Sir, your moil affec- 
tionate and moft humble fervant, 

WILLIAM KING. 

Notwithftanding ypur letter, I am ftillin 
fome hopes of feeing you before you go 
for Ireland. 5 . 
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LETTER CLVIIL 

man BARBER to Dr. SWIFT* 

>ST DEAR AND HONOURED FRIEND, 

London, March 13th, 1738. 

was with great pleafurc I received yours 
e 9th of March, with theftate of your 
i, which was the more agreeable, as 
tradidted the various reports we had of 
for you remember that our news-pa- 
ake the privilege of killing all perfons 

10 not like as often as they pleafe. I 
iad the honour to be decently interred 

dx times in their weekly memoirs, 

1 1 always read with great fatisfadtion. 
m very well fatisfied with your cha- 

of Mr. Dunkin, and defire that he 
I immediately draw up a petition in 

diredted to the governor, &c. which 
>n I defire that you only would under- 
with your recommendation, and a cha- 
of him ; which you will pleafe to fend 
, to be made ufe of at mv difcretion. 
:ed not come over, but inform me, as 
s poflible, of Dr. Squires death. 

I have 
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I have made your compliments to lord 
ftnd lady Oxford^ who are both well, and re- 
joiced to hear of your health. They give 
you their thanks for your remembrance, and 
are your faithful friends. 

His lordfliip is very well pleafed with 
your prelent of the medals, and defires you 
would fend them by the firft fafe hand that 
Comes over. Is it not (hocking that that 
noble lord, who has no vices (except buying 
manufcripts and curiofities may be called fo) 
has not a guinea in his pocket, and is felling 
a great part of his eftate to pay his debts ? 
and that eftate of his produces near 20,000 L 
a year. I fay, is it not (hocking ! But in- 
deed moil of our nobility with great eftates 
are in the fame way. My lord Burlington is 
now felling, in one article, 9000/. a year in 
Ireland, for 200,000/. which won't pay his 
debts. 

Dr. Mead is proud of your compliments, 
and returns his thanks and fervice. 

Mr. Lewis I have not feen* but hear he is 
pretty well. 

Mr. Ford, I am told, is the moft regular 
man living; for from his lodgings to tht 
Mail — to the Cocoa — to the tavern — to bedy 
is his conftant courfe. 

Theft 
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Thefe cold winds of late have affefted 
ne; but as the warm weather is coming 
>n, I hope to be better than I am, though, 
i thank God, I am now in better health 
han I have been in for many years. Among 
he other bleffings I enjoy, I am of a chear- 
ul difpJofitiori, and I laugh, and am laughed 
t in my turn, which helps off the tedious 
tours. 

I hope the Spring wiil have a good effedfc 
pon you, and will help your hearing and 
ther infirmities, and that I (hall have the 
leafure to hear fo from your own hand. 

You will pleafe to obferve that I am proud 
f cvtry occafion of (hewing my gratitude 
> yon, Sir, to whom I muft ever own tho 
reateft obligations. 

Pray God blefs you and preferve you, and 
elieve me always, dear Sir, your moft faith- 
til and moft obedient humble fervant, 

JOHN BARBER, 
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LETTER CLIX, 

ALEXANDER M^AULAY, E% 
to Dr. SWIFT. 

REV. SIR, April ij, 1738. 

JL HAVE received your letter of this (kte, 
and will wait upon you to-morrow morning* 
I am extremely forry to find you meet with 
any thing that affe&s or perplexes you. I 
hope I fhall never be guilty of fuch black 
ingratitude as to omit any opportunity of 
doing you every good office in my power. 

I am, with thc.greateft efteem and gra- 
titude, Rev. Sir, your moft obliged and matt 
obedient fervant, 

ALEXANDER M'AULAY. 

L E T T T E R CLX. 
Dr. KING to DEANE SWIFT, Ef$ 

DEAR SIR, St. Mary-Hall, Oxon, April 25, 1738. 

J. HAVE juft received your letter by Mr. 
Birt, for which I thank you. 'Ti& now* 
more than a month fince I wrote to Mrs. 
Whitrway* to acquaint the Dean with the 
1 diffi- 
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s I met with in regard to the put* 
f his Hiftory, and to defirc his ad- 
iiredions in what maimer I fliould 
I have not yet had any anfwer ; 
receive one, I can do ndthing more^ 
>bably hear from Ireland before you 
nmouth ; in which cafe I may trou- 
rith a pacquet. 

>retty much of your opinion about 
aetSj and perhaps may confirm you 
vhimfies (as you call them) when 
ie pleafure of feeing you here again,; 
wifli you a good journey and voyage : 
inks I can hardly excufe you for hav- 
ft) long abfent from us. I wifh you 
ned to this place, tho' for one week i 
\ might have talked over with you 
(Fair of the Hiftory* about whifch I 
m much condemned : and no won- 
\ the Dean has continually eXprefled 
isfa&ion that I have fo long delayed 
ication of it. However, I have been 
ult : on the contrary, I have con- 
e Dean's honour, and the fafety of 
m. In a word, the publication of 
k* as excellent as it is, would in- 
e printer, publisher, author, and 
e concerned, in the greateft difficul- 
Qj* ties. 
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tics,* if not in a certain ruin ; and therefore 
it will be abfolutely neceflary to omit fome 
of the charadters. 

I thank you for the promife you make me 
concerning the Toajt. 

Your friends here are all well. Believe 

me, dear Sir, your moft obedient humble 

fervant, 

WILLIAM KING, 

LETTER CLXI. 

Mifs RICHARDSON to Mrs. 
WHITEWAY. 

DEAR MADAM, Bclturbet, May 6, 1738, 

I RECEIVED the favour of your letter 
laft poft. I was deprived of having that 
pleaiiire fooner by removing from Summer- 
feat to this place the beginning of laft month, 
where I was fent for by my father, to attend 
him in a fit of the gout, of which he has 
been very ill thefe three months paft. My 
lifter, who takes care of him and his family, 
being near the time of her lying in, I trou- 
ble you with this account, that you may 
know how I am engaged at prefent, which 
I fear will prevent my having an opportu- 

flity 
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tuty of waiting upon you before my uncle 
returns. 

I moft humbly thank you for your kind 
invitation, and do heartily wi(h it were any 
way in my power to let you know the grate- 
ful fenfe 1 have of my obligations to you. I 
hope the Dean of St. Patrick's is very well : 
it would have given me infinite pleafure to , 
have had the honour of being in his com- 
pany with you. 

When 1 parted with my uncle, he pro- 
pofed to make but a fhort flay in England at 
this time ; and at his return he intended to 
leave nothing undone that he could think of 
to prevail with the Dean and you to fpend 
fome time at his houfe this fummer. I hope 
you will be fb good as to give him all the 
afliftance you can to perfuade the Dean to 
take that jaunt : I really believe it would do 
him great fervice as to his health : I pleafe 
myfelf greatly with the thoughts of having 
you there, and your daughter, who I believe 
to be a very accomplifhed young lady, hav- 
ing had the happinefs to be educated under 
your dire&ion. I beg you will make my com- 
pliments to her ; and be allured that I am, 
with great refpedt, Madam, your moft obe- 
dient and moft humble fervant, 

KATH. RICHARDSON. 

0^3 
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LETTER CLX1I. 
J.ord ORRERY to Dr. SWIFT, 

DEAR SIR, June 13, 1738. 

1 AM engaged to-morrow at dinner •, but 
I will try to put it off, and fend you word in 
the morning whether J can meet Mrs. Wtnt* 
qvay or not. 

To (hew you what a generous rival I am 
(now I am fure of the lady) I (hould be glad 
to carry down a letter from you to my mi- 
ftrefs on Friday. She never drinks any wine j 
but fhe told me the other day, to do you 
good, (he would drink a bottle. I wifh you 
would infift on it, that I might fee whether 
wine would alter the fweetnefs of her tem- 
per, for I am fure nothing elfe can. 

I rejoice to find there is fome little amend* 
pient in your health* and I pray God to en- 
pj-eafe if. 

ORRERY, 
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LETTER CLXIII. 
>rd ORRERY to Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, June 29, 1738. % 

HAVE but this paper left, and how can 
employ it better than in triumphing over 
y rival. Mea eft Lavinia conjux. To-mor* 
w Mrs. Hamilton gives me her heart and 
md for ever. Do I live to fee the day 
hen toupets, coxcomical lords, powdered 
uires, and aukward beaux join with the 
ean of St. Patrick's in the lofs of one and 
e fame objedt ? My happinefs is too great, 
id in pity to you I will add no more than 
at I hope to fee grief for this lofs ftrongly 
rote in your face even twenty years hence, 
lieu, your generous rival, 

ORRERY. 
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LETTER CLXIV. 

AJderman BARBER to Dr. SWIFT, 

MO£T HONOURED AND WORTHY SI£, 
London, July 2, 1738. 

J. HAVE deferred anfwering the favours 
pf yours of the 9th apd 31ft of March, in 
hopes to have fomething to entertain you 
with, and I have fucceeded in my wtfhes; 
for I am fure I give you great pleafure when 
I tell you the inclofed I received from the 
bands of my lord Bolingbroke and Mr. Pope, 
your dearcft friends. My lord has been here 
3 few day$, and is come to fell Daw ley y to 
pay his debts ; and he will return to France, 
\vhere, J am told, he is writing the Hiftory 
of his own Tirries $ which I heartily rejojep 
^t ({hough \ am'not likely to live to fee it 
publifhed) becaufe fo able a h^nd can do no- 
thing but what muft be inftrudtjve and en- 
tertaining to the next generation. His lord? 
flhip is fat and fair, in high fpirjts ; but joins 
^vhh you, and all good mpn, to lament our 
toiefent unhappy fituation. Mr. Pope has a 
pold, and complains, but he is very wcllj 
\q vvj 11, that he thrpws out a twelve-penny 

touch 
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touch in a week or ten days, with as much 
eafe as a friend of ours formerly ufed to roaft 
the enemies to their country. 

The report of the duke of Qrmond's return 
is without foundation. His grace is very 
well in health, and lives in a very handfome 
manner, and has Mr. Kelly with him as his 
chaplain, the gentleman who efcaped out of 
the Tower. A worthy friend of yours and 
mine pafled through Avignon about a month 
fince, and dined with his Grace, from whom 
I have what I tell you. 

I hear nothing of Dr. Squire's departure : 
I believe I may Ay that matter is fecured for 
Mr. Duniin. 

I have feen lord and hdy Oxford, who make 
you their compliments. He thanks you for 
your medals. I believe I told you he is fel- 
ling Wimple* to pay off a debt of 100,000 /. 
That a man without any vice, fhould run 
out fuch a fum, is monftrous. It muft be 
owing to the roguery of his fte wards, and his 
jndolency, which is vice enough. 

Lord Batburft is heartily yours ; fo is Mr. 
JLtwis, who wears apace, and the more 
(would you believe it ?) fince the lofs of hi? 
|rife. 

I do 
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I do not fee lord ■■ in an age : his ion 
is married, and proves bad enough * ill-na- 
tured and proud, and very little in him. Our 
friend Ford lives in the fame way, as con- 
ftant as the fun, from the Cocoa-tree to the 
Parky to the tavern, to bed, &c. 

So far in the historical way, to obey your 
feveral commands. You will now give me 
leave to hope this will find you free from all 
your complaints, and that I (hall have the 
great pleafure of feeing it very quickly under 
your own hand. I thank God, I am better 
than I have been many years, but yet have 
many complaints ; for my afthma flicks clofe 
by me, but lefs gout than formerly, fo that 
though I cannot walk far, I ride daily, and 
eat and drink heartily at noon ; and I im- 
pute my being fo much better to my drink- 
ing conftantly the aflea milk, which is the 
bed fpecifick we have. 1 wi/h to God you 
would try it, I am fure it would do you 
much good. I take it betimes in the morn* 
ing, which certainly gives me a little flecp, 
and often a fmall breathing or fweat. 

If Mr. Ricbardfon has not made you his 
acknowledgments for your great favour and 
friendfhip to him, he is much to blame ; for 

to 
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Co you he owes the continuance of his em- 
ployment. An alderman of Deny came 
from thence on purpofe to attach him, and 
he had many articles of impeachment ; and 
I believe he had twenty, out of twenty-four, 
of our Society againft him : and the cry has 
been againft him for two or three years pall, 
and I had no way to fave him many times, 
but only by faying, that while I had the ho- 
nour to prefide in that chair, I would pre- 
fcrve the great privilege every EngliJIman 
had, of being heard before he was condemn- 
ed : and I never put any queftion againft 
him while he was in Ireland. Well, he 
came ; and, after a long and tedious hearing 
of both fides, the Society were of opinion, 
that he had a&ed juftly and honourably in 
his office. 

I do not deal in politicks; I have left 
them off a long while, only we talk much 
of war, which I do not believe a word on. 

A fair lady in Germany has put the in 

good humour they fay. , 

I (hall trouble you no more at prefent, 
but to affure you I never think of you but 
with the utmoft pleafure, and drink your 
health daily, and heartily pray for your long, 
Jong life, as you are an honour to your coun- 
try, 
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try, and will be the glory of theprefcnt and 
fucceeding ages. 

I am, dear Sir, your moft affe&ionatc 
bumble fervant, 

J. BARBER. 

LETTER CLXV. 

WILLIAM RICHARDSON, Efq; to 
Dr. SWIFT. 

July 25, i 7J 8. 

HERE are but very few things would 
give me a greater concern than the Dean of 
St. Patrick's becoming indifferent towards 
roc ; and yet I fear one of thofe few things 
is the caufe I have not had a line from you 
fince I came hither. I befeech you eafe mc 
of my prefent pain, by telling me that you 
are wells that fummer, which hath but lately 
reached us here, hath invited you, and 
tempted you to ride again. 

If any thing occurs to you I can do, that 
is agreeable to you, if you have the leaft 
inclination to oblige me, you will let me 
know it. 

My hurry here is almoft over ; but one 
affair or other will detain me till the latter 

end 
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end 6f O&ober, if I get away then. I can- 
not fay I pafs my time difagreeably. I hate 
had fome opportunities of doing good offices $ 
and, when I am not difengaged by bufinefe, 
I live with a few friends that I love, and 
love me, and, for the moft part, go every 
week with one of them to the country for 
two or three days. 

Your friend Belingbroke is well, and at prc- 
fent with Mr. Pope. I am told he has fold 
Dawfy. Alderman Barber, who has pro- 
mifed me to write to you by the next poft, 
tells me his lordfhip enquired much about 
you and your health. The alderman plays 
his cards fo as that his credit in the city 
daily encreafes. There is nothing but the 
vacancy wanting to put Mr. Dunkin in pof- 
feflion of the pariffi of Co/rain. 

1 hear you have feen Pope's fifth Dialogue, 
1738. Have you feen his Univerfal Prayer ? 
This fecond Dialogue, together with a copy 
of the infeription intended by the old ducheii 
of Marlborough for a ftatue (he is to cre& of 
queen Anne, and a few lines attributed to 
lord Cbejlerfield, on another fubje<3, wait on 
you inclofed. 

Believe that I love as much as I admire 
you i and that I am, with the mod perfect 

refpe&j 
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refpeft, dear Sir, your mod obliged afid moil 
truly faithful fervant* 

WILLIAM RICHARDSON, 

This pacquet goes franked by the Secre- 
tary of the foreign office, whocftfi frank 
any weight 

I expedt the prime ferjeant * here this 
night in his way to France. 

LETTER CLXVL 
The Rifhop of FERNS f to Df . SWtFT. 

SIR, September i8, 1738. 

AmESSAGE which I juft now receive 
ed from you by Mr. Hughes, gives me fame 
hopes of being reftored to my old place. For- 
merly I was your minifter in mu/fcis : but 
when I grew a great man (and by the by 
you helped to make me fo) you turned me 
off. If you are pleafed again to employ met 
I (hall be as faithful and obfervant as ever. 

I have heard Mr. Hughes fing often at 
Percivafs J, and have a good opinion of his 
judgment : fo has Percival, who, in thefc 

• Singleton. f Dr.Syvgt. 

J At Dean Percivar*. 

affairs, 
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affairs, is infallible. His voice is not excel- 
lent, but will do : and, if I miftakc not, he 
has one good quality, not very common with 
the mufical gentlemen, /. e. he is defirous to 
improve himfelf. If Mafon and Lamb were 
of his temper, they would be as fine fellows 
as they think themfelves. I am, Sir, your 
moft obedient humble fervant, 

EDWARD PERNS. 

LETTER CLXVH. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. WHITEWAY. 

V9xK.Swifth gimcracks of cups and balls *, 
in order to my convenient fhaving with eafe 
and difpatch, together with the prefcription 
on half a flieet of paper, was exaftly fol- 
lowed, but fome inconveniences attended; 
for I cut my face once or twice, was juft 
twice as long in the performance, and left 
twice as much hair behind, as I have done 
this twelvemonth pad. I return him, there- 
fore, all his implements, and my own com- 
pliments, with abundance of thanks, becaule 
he hath fixed me during life in my old hum- 

* A box of foap And a brufh. 

drum 
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dfum way. Give mc a full and trUe accoufi* 
of all your healths, and fb adieu. I am 
ever, &c. J. SWIFT, 

051. 3d or 4th, or rather as the butler fays, 
the fecond on Tuefiay 1738. 

My fervice ttf all your litter, I mean Mrs. 
Harrifon, &c. but you will call this! 
high treafon. I am ftill very lame of 
that left foot. I expert to fee as many 
of you as you pkafe. 

LETTER CLXVIII. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. WHITEWAY. 

Nov. 27, 1738. 

I NEVER liked a letter from you orf 
your ufual days of coming here, for it always* 
brings me bad news. I am heartily forry 
for your fon's continuing his illnefs, and that 
you have now two patients in your houfe. 
In the mean time pray take care of your 
health, chiefly your wicked cholic, and Mrs.- 
Harrijbris difpofition to a fever. I hope at 
leaft things will be better on Tburfday f , 

f Dr. Swift's birth-day. 
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elfe I fhall be full of the fpleen, becaufe it is 
a day you fcem to regard, although I deteft 
it, and I read the third chapter of Job that 
morning J. I am deafer than when you faw 
me laft, and indeed am quite caft down. My 
hearty love and fervice to Mrs. Harrifon. I 
thoroughly pity you in your prefent circum- 
ftances. I am ever yours entirely. God fup- 
port you! J. SWIFT. 

LETTER CLX1X. 

Mift RICHARDSON to Mrs. 
WHITEWAY. 

DEAR MADAM, Belturbct, November 29, 17 3I 

JL T was a very unequal match that the Dean 
And you fhould join in a plot againft my un- 
cle and me : you could not fail of carrying 
your point. Any thing the Dean hath a 
hand in, is done in the moil genteel and 
furprifing manner. I fairly own I am caught : 
I would be glad to know what my uncle will 
think of himfelf when he hears the part he 
aded in it. I have been fo well accuftomed 

J This chapter he always read upon his birth-day. 

V©l.VI. R to 
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to receive p refents of value from him, that 
I thought it had been a piece of edging, or 
fome light thing, which he had committed 
to your care to be forwarded to me. Ne- 
ver was I fo furprized as I was when I read 
your letter, to think I had received a prefent 
from fo great a perfon as the Dean; but 
when 1 looked upon it, and knew the ex- 
pence it mud be to him, I was quite con- 
founded : it was too great an honour for me, 
who can never deferve the leaft favour from 
him : it is a moft beautiful diamond; I own 
I am proud of finery now, which I never 
was in my life before. I am highly obliged 
to you for your improvement of the ring: 
the Dean's hair and name have made it a 
treafure to me, and I really believe it will 
be thought fo a thoufand years hence, if it 
can be kept fo long. I am fure it (hall by 
me, as long as I live, with as much care u 
I keep my eyes, while I have them to look 
upon it. 

My fifter, who had the honour of waiting 
upon you in town, and brought me the ring 
very fafe, is full of acknowledgments for 
your civilities to her, and returns you her 
moft (incere thanks, with her humble fer- 

vice, 
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Vice. Pray give mine moft affe&iqnateiy td 
Mifs Harrifon. I am, dear Madam, your 
moft obliged and moft humble fervant, 

KATH. RlCHARDStftf. 

LETTER ctXX. 

William Richardson, Efqt 

to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, London, Jahuary ad, 1738-9. 

JL A M called upon, by many provocations, 
to prefer a bill of irldidtment againft you; 
and a female accomplice of yours *; for that 
by the life of means very uncommon, which 
were in your power only, you have turned 
the head of a Well-meaning country girl of 
plain fenfe, who had been very ufeful to me, 
and cfteemed by her acquaintance. I have 
fecn of late many fymptoms of her diforder : 
It is true, that the fafcination of your works 
had before operated ftrongly upon her ; for 
fcarce any opportunity occurred but fhe 
poured forth her admiration of the author; 
and can repeat without book all your poems 
better than her catechifmj however, fhe 

* Mrs. IVhlttway. 

R 2 could 
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could attend to domeftic affairs, and give pro* 
per directions about matters in the kitchen 
and larder, &c. and when flic did not pore 
upon your writings, or fome other books (I 
cannot fay of the like kind) (lie was at work, 
or feeing that things in her province were as 
they (hould be : but now truly it appears (he 
apprehends that heretofore (he had not dis- 
covered her own value and 7 importance. To 
be taken notice of by a perfon fhe has long 
thought to be the greateft genius any age 
hath produced, and whom (he worfhippeth 
with an adoration that to any mortal rifes 
aim oft to idolatry, hath, it is much to be 
feared, tranfported her with conceit and va- 
nity, and where it will end, I know not. 
What you have done proceeded, no doubt, 
from a malicious intention: towards me, as 
well as the poor girl ; and I refent it accord- 
ingly, as I hope (he will do when (he returns 
to her fenfes. 

I was greatly rejoiced, dear Sir, to learn 
from the prime-ferjeant Singleton, that he 
found you extremely well in every refpcd, 
except your hearing ; and in that he faid you 
were much better than he expe&ed. That 
man, who has as true a heart as I ever met 

with, 
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with,- moft intircly loves as well as admires 
you* 

This place affords no news at prefent. I 
am detained by affairs of importance that 
relate to my friends, and cannot yet fay 
when they will allow me to return. I pafs 
my time, now and then, with fome of Mr. 
Pope's moft intimate friends $ and although 
I would have great pleafufe in being known 
to him, that of the prefent age comes next 
to you in fame, I fhall not be introduced to 
him, unlefs I fhall have the honour not to 
be thought wholly unworthy to deliver him 
a letter from the Dean of St. Patrick's. 

Alderman Barber got a fall in his parlour 
on his hip, by his foot getting into a hole 
of the carpet ; it brought a fit of the gout 
upon him, and he is ftill fomewhat lame in 
his hip ; but otherwife in very good health 
and fpirits. 

Do<ftor Squire holds out furprizingly : as 
foon as the vacancy (hall happen, I will have 
notice, and there is no doubt but Mr. Dun- 
kin will fucceed him. 

I am ever, dear Sir, with the higheft 
efteem and refpedt, your moft obliged an<J 
moft affe&ionate humble fervant, 

WILLIAM RICHARDSON. 

R3 
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LETTER CLXXI. 
Dr. K ING to Dr. SWIFT, 

SIR, St. Mary-Hall, Oxford, January 5th, 1738-9* 

J\T length I have put Rocbefaucault to the 
prefs, and about ten or twelve days hence it 
will be publifhed. But I am in great fear 
left you fhould diflike the liberties I have 
taken. Although I have done nothing with- 
out the advice and approbation of thbfc 
among your friends in this country, who 
love and efteem you moft, and zealoufly in- 
tereft themfelves in every thing that concerns 
your charafter. As they are much better 
judges, of mankind than I am, I very rea- 
dily fubmitted to their opinion ; however, if 
after having received the printed copies, 
which I will fend you next week, you (hall 
ftill refolve to have the poem publiflied as 
in tire as you put it into my hands, I will 
certainly obey your commands, if I can find 
a proper perfon to undertake the work. I 
fhall go to London the latter end of the next 
week, when I'll write to you by a private 
{land more fully than I can venture to do by 
the port. 
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I was at Twickenham in the Chriftmas 
week. Mr. Pope had juft then received a 
letter from you, and I had the pleafure of 
hearing you were well and in good fpirits. 
May thofe good fpirits continue with you 
to the laft hour ! 

Believe me to be, with the greateft truth, 
Sir, your moft obedient and moft faithful 
fcrvant, W. K, 

Pray do me the honour to prefent pny moft 
humble fervice to Mrs, JVbiteway.. 

LETTER CLXXII. 
PEANE SWIFT, Efq; to Dr. SWIFT. 

SIR, Jan. ia, 1738-9. 

JL H AD fo great an honour conferred upon 
me yefterday, that I know not how to ex- 
prefs the obligations I lie under for it, un- 
lefs by endeavouring to make myfelf wor- 
thy of your prefent, I can demonftrate to. 
the world that I daily improve in wifdom 
and knowledge, by ftudying in thofe books, 
which fince the beginning of my life I have 
for ever efteemed to be a compleat library of 
ttfte, wit, poetry, and politicks; yes, and> 

R 4 in 
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in fpite of dullnefs and prejudice, I will ven- 
ture to fay of religion alfo. This I am furc 
of, that fo great a prefent from fo great a per- 
fon, and in a manner fo handfome and ex- 
traordinary, it is abfolutely impoffible I 
fhould ever be honoured with again; I al- 
ways thought I added to my own reputation 
whenever I pointed out fome of thofe ex- 
cellencies which fhine through every page of 
them. But to be thought worthy of receiv- 
ing them from your hands, was infinitely 
beyond even what my vanity could hope for. 
I have flattered myfelf for many years, that 
to the beft of my power I have continually 
fought under the banners of Liberty, and 
that I have been ready, at a moment's call, 
either to lay down my life in the defence 
of it, or whenever there (hould appear any 
probability of fuccefs, to vindicate and aflert 
that claim, which every man in every coun- 
try has by nature a right to infill upon ; but 
whatever principles have guided my a&ions 
hitherto, I {hall from this moment inlift my- 
felf under the conduct of Liberty's General; 
and whenever I defert her enfigns, to fight 
under thofe of Tyranny andOppreffion, then, 
and not till then, will I part with thofe 
books which you have fo highly honoured 

me 
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me with, and caft them into the flames, 
that I may never afterwards be reproached 
either by the fight of them, or the remem- 
brance of the donor. I am, Sir, with the 
higheft. efteem, your moft obliged and molt 
obedient humble fervant, 

DEANE SWIFT. 

LETTER CLXXIIL 
Dr. KING to Dr. SWIFT, 

SIR, London, Jan. 23d, 1738-9. 

J[ H O P E you received a letter I wrote to 
you from Oxford about the thirtieth of laft 
month, in which I acquainted you with the 
publication of Rocbefaucault ; and as I in- 
tereft myfelf moft heartily in everything that 
concerns your character as an author, fo I 
take great pleafure in telling you, that none 
of your works have been better received by 
the public than this poem. I obferve this 
with more than ordinary fathfa&ion, be- 
caufe I may urge the approbation of the 
public as fome kind of apology for myfelf, 
if I (hall find you are diflatisfied with the 
form in which this poem now appears. But 
if that fhould happen, all the reft of your 

friends 
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friends on this fide of the water muft {hare 
the blame with me ; for I have abfolutely 
conformed myfelf to their advice and opinion 
as to the manner of the publication. There 
are fome lines, indeed, which I omitted with 
a Very ill will, and for no other reafon, but 
becaufe I durft not infert them, I mean the 
ftory of the medals ; however, that incident 
is pretty well known, and carq has been 
taken that almoft every reader may be able 
to fupply the blanks. That part of the poem 
which mentions the death of queen Anne, 
and fo well defcribes the defigns of the mi- 
niftry, which fucceeded upon the acceflion 
of the late king, I would likewife willingly 
have publifhed, if I could have done it with 
fafety ; but I don't know whether the pre- 
fent worthy fet of minifters would not have 
conftrued this pafTage into high treafon, by 
aid of the new dodtrine of innuendos : at 
lead a lawyer, whom I confulted on this 
occafion, gave me fome reafon to imagine 
this might be the cafe. I am in truth more 
cautious than I ufed to be, well knowing 
that my fuperiors look on me at prefent with 
a very evil eye, as I am the reputed author of 
the Latin poem I have fent you by the fame 
gentleman, who does me the favour to de- 
liver 
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liver you this letter : for although that piece 
hath efcaped the ftate inquifition, by being 
written in a language that is not at prefent 
very well underftood at court, and might 
perhaps puzzle the attorney-general to ex- 
plain, yet the fcope of the poem and priij- 
cipal characters being well underftood, the 
author muft hereafter expedt no mercy, if 
he give his enemies any grounds or colour 
to attack him. But notwithftanding all my 
caution, if I perceive you diflike this man- 
ner and form of the poem, I will, fome way 
or other, contrive that it may be publifhe4 
as you (hall diredt. 

I fend you my beft wifhes, and I hope 
you will yet live many years in a perfeft ftate, 
for the fake of your friends, for the benefit 
of your country, and for the honour of man- 
kind ; and I beg you to believe that I arri, 
with the greateft truth, Sir, your moft hum- 
Vie and moft obedient fervant, 
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LETTER CLXXIV. 
Dr. KING to Mrs. WHITEWAY. 

MADAM, January 30, 1738-9. 

A VE RY kind letter, which I have juft 
received from you, has put me into great 
confufion. I ,beg of you to be affured, that 
I think myfelf under the higheft obligations 
to you, and that I fet a true value on the 
friendfhip with which you have honoured 
me, and fhall endeavour to preferve it as long 
as I live. If our correfpondencc has been 
interrupted, it hath been wholly owing to 
the ill treatment I received from the poft- 
office ; for fome time I did not receive a let- 
ter that had not been opened, and very often 
my letters were delivered to me with the 
feals torn off. Whether thofc poft-officers 
really thought me, what I never thought 
myfelf, a man of importance, or whether 
they imagined my letters were a cover for 
fome greater name, I don't know ; but for 
my part, I grew p eevifti, to find my friend- 
fhips, and all my little chit-chat, muft con- 
ftantly be expofed to the view of every dirty 
fellow, that had leifure or curiofity enough 

to 
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to examine my letters* However, for fomc 
little time pad, I have not had the fame 
:aufe of complaint. Your letter was deli- 
vered to me in good condition ; I begin to 
think my fuperiors no longer fufpedt me of 
holding any unwarrantable correfpondence, 
sfpecially fince I find 1 may now venture to 
write to the Dean even by the Oxford poft* 
Nbtwithftanding what you fay, I am in fomc 
pain about Rochefaucau/t, and doubt much 
whether he will be fatisfied with the man- 
ner in which he finds it published ; to which 
[ confented in deference to Mr. Pope's judg- 
nent, and the opinion of others of the Dean's 
xiends in this country, who, I am fure, love 
ind honour him, and kindly concern them- 
elves in every thing that may affctt him. 
The town has received this piece fo well, 
hat in all parts, and in all companies, I hear 
t extremely commended ; and not only the 
Dean's friends, but his greateft enemies, ac- 
knowledge that he hath not loft any part 
)f his fire, and of that inimitable turn of 
ivit and humour fo peculiar to himfelf. For 
ny part, I never read any of his works, ei- 
her in profe or verfe, that I do not call to 
nind that ihort character which cardinal 
Polignac gave him in fpeaking to me, 77 a 
4 Tefprit 
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fejprit createur, which I mentioned to yod 
in a former letter, if I remember rightly. 
It may not be amifs to tell you, that one 
Gaily, or Gaillie, fince this poem was print- 
ed, offered it to fale to a bookfeller at Tem- 
ple-bar i and I am now told, that there are 
two or three copies more in London. Gaillie 
pretends that he is juft come from Ireland, 
and that he had directions to publifh the 
poem here ; fo that perhaps the whole may 
at laft appear whether he will or not. 

I am glad to hear that my friend Mr. 
Swift is well. When are we to fee him 
again in Oxford ? Since you appeal to him 
for a voucher, although you need none with 
me, let him likewifedome thejuflice to tell 
you, that he never heard me mention your 
name but with the greateft efteem and re- 
fpedt ; with which I (hall ever be, Madam, 
your moil obedient and moft faithful fer- 
vant, W. Ki 

I fent the Dean a pacquet by the gentle- 
man under whofe cover I fend you this; 
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LETTER CLXXV. 
Dr. KING to Mrs. WHITE WAY. 

MADAM, London, March 6, 1738-9. 

1 DO not remember any thing publifhed 
in my time that hath been £0 univerfally 
well received as the Dean's laft poem. Two 
editions have been already fold oif, though 
two thoufand were printed at firft. In fhort, 
all people read it, all agree to commend it ; 
and I have been well aflured, the greateft 
enemies the Dean hath in this country, al- 
low it to be a juft and a beautiful fa tire. As 
I am very fincerely and fenfibly affedted by 
every thing that may raife the Dean's cha- 
racter as a writer (if any thing can raife it 
higher) fb you tnay believe I have had the 
greateft pleafure in obferving the fuccefs and 
general approbation which this poem hath 
met with ; wherefore I was not a little mor- 
tified yefterday when the bookfeller brought 
me the Dublin edition, and at the fame time 
put into my hands a letter he had received 
from Faulkner, by which I perceive the 
Dean is much diflatisfied with our manner 
of publication, and that fo many lines have 
3 been 
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been omitted, if Faulkner {peaks truth, and 
knows as much of the Dean's mind as he 
pretends to know. Faulkner hath fent over 
feveral other copies to other bookfellers ; lb 
that I take it for granted this poem will fooa 
be repri :ed here from the Dublin edition, 
and then it may be perceived how much the 
Dean's friends have been miftaken in their 
judgment, however good their intentions 
have been. In the mean time I will write 
to you on this occafion without any referve ; 
for I know you love the Dean, and kindly 
and zealoufly intereft yourfelf in every thing 
that concerns his chara<fter ; and if you will 
believe the fame of me, you will do me great 
juftice. 

The Doctor's friends, whom I confulted 
on this occafion, were of opinion, that the 
latter part of the poem might be thought by 
the public a little vain, if fo much were laid 
by himfelf of himfelf. They were unwil- 
ling that any imputation of this kind fhould 
lie againft this poem, considering there is 
not the leaft tindure of vanity appearing ia 
any of 1 his former writings, and that it is 
well known, there is no man living more 
free from that fault than he is. 

They 
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,They were of opinion that tfcefe lines, 

He lajh'd the vice, but /par d the name. 

No individual could refent 

Where thoufands equally were meant 

might be liable to fome objedlions, and were 
Hot, ftti&ly fpeaking, a juft part of hischa- 
jadter; becaufe feveral perfons have been 
laflied by name, a Bettefworth, and in this 
poem Cbartres and Whitjhed^ and for my 
pert, I do not think, or ever fhall think, 
that it is an imputation on a fatirift to la(h 
an infamous fellow by name. The lines 
which begin, 

Hire's WolftonV tratfs the twelfth edi- 
tion, &c. 

are plainly a miftake, and were omitted for 
that reafon only : for Woljlon never had a 
penfion ; on the contrary, he was prolecuted 
for his blafphemous writings; his book was 
burnt by the hands of the common hang- 
man ; he himfelf was imprifoned, and died 
In prifon. Woolajlon, the author of a book 
called, The Religion ofNcHure delineated, was 
indeed much admired at Court, his book 
univerfally read, his bufto fct up by the late 
queen in her grotto at Richmond with Clarke's 
Vol. VI. S and 
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and Locke % j but this Wntafitik waif fibt y 

clergyman. 
The two laft liner, 

That kingdom be batbleft bis debtor, 
I wijh itfoon may bave a better ^ 

I omitted, becaufet did not well undtt-ftand 4 

them* a better what?- Th«re feems t* 

be what the grammarian* call an antecedent 
Wanting for that word ; for neither kikgdotit 
or debtor will do, fo aft to mkke it fertft^ 
and there is no other antecedent. The Dean 
Is, I think, without exception, die beft afttf 
moft correct writer of Englifh that hath eW* 
yet appeared as an author * I was therefore 
unwilling any thing fhould be cavilled at as 
ungrammatical : he is befides the moft pa- 
tient of criticifm of all I ever knefr; tthfch 
perhaps is not the lead fign of a great ge- 
nius 1 have therefore ventured to matt 

thefe objedtions to you; in which hoWJvttV 
For the ittoft part, I fubmitted my own opi- 
nion to the judgment of othersi I h« 
fotfiething to add concerning the n&tes, btf 
I have not room in this paper— bat 1 $$ 
give you the trouble of reading another tet- 
ter. Believe me, Madam, your tooft obe- 
dient and moft humble fervant* W* Kr 

6 
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tETTER CLXXVI. 

WILLIAM RICHARDSON, E% ttf 
Mrs. WHITEWAY. 

DEAR MADAM, London, April $, 1739. 

JL A M iftdted mucfi affiamed that I hav4 
$ many favours from you to acknowledge 
at one time. Yon may believe me when I 
allure you that my filerice hath riot pro* 
ceedtd from want of refpeft and efteem for 
Jou. I would not put on the affcftation of 
much bufinefs as an excufe to any body, 
much- Ids to you; although the truth is, 
that I am hurried almoft out of my life 
with the attendance rind writing about things 
1 have undertaken for fome friends. 

The Dean's recommendation and yours,. 
without any other confideration whatever, 
Would induce me to do my utmoft to fervc 
Mr. M'Aulay* as I have told him by this 
pofti when I thought I (hould not trouble 
you with a few lines. He will acquaint you 
fcith what I have done, by which you will 
fee that I loft no time ; and I have hopes to 
obtain the lord lieutenant's countenance for 
him. 

Si I 
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I will endeavour to introduce Mr. Swift * 
to the acquaintance of fome perfons before I 
leave this ; whofe countenance and friend- 
ihip will at leaft give a young gentleman i 

good air- his own merit entitles him to 

the efteem and regard of fuch as (hall have 
the happinefs to be acquainted with him : I 
9m much obliged to you for introducing me 
to him, IJiave only time to add my moft 
hearty thanks for the fame, and to affure 
you that any opportunity of eXpreffing the 
efteem I huve for the Dean, which is the 
higheft, and for you, will ever give me. the 
greateft pleafure. I am, Madam, your moft 
obliged and moft truly faithful fervafct, 

WILLIAM RICHARDSON; 

LETTER CLXXVII. 

WILLIAM RICHARDSON, Efq;ta 
Dr. SWIFT. 

DEAR SIR, London, April the icth, 1739. 

xT is an age fince I had the honour of a 
line from you. Your friend Mr. alderman 
Barter, whofe veneration for you prompts- 

* William Sivift, Efq; then a ftudent at the Mddl* 
Temple. 

him 
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bim to do any thing he can think of that 
:an fhevv his refpedt and affeftion, made a 
prefent to the univerfity of Oxford of the 
ariginal pidture done for you by Jarvis, to 
do honour to the univerfity by your being 
placed in the gallery among the moft re- 
nowned and diftinguifhed perfonages this 
ifland hath produced; but firftliad a copy 
taken, and then had the original fet in a 
fine rich frame, and fcnt it to Oxford^ after 
concerting with lord Bo/ingbroJte, the vice 
chancellor, and ^Mr. Pope, as I remember, 
the infcription to be under the pidture, a 
copy whereof is inclofed. The alderman 
had a very handfome compliment from the 
vice chancellor, in the name of all the heads 
of houfes there, and by their direction, 
wherein there is moft honourable mention 
of the Dean of St. Patrick's on that occafion. 
Seeing an article in the London Evening- 
Poji upon your picture, which was drawn 
at the requeft and expence of the chapter of 
your Cathedral, being put up in the deanry; 
alderman Barber took the hint, and caufed 
what you fee in the Loudon Evening- Poji of 
this day to be printed therein. He knows 
nothing of my writing to you at this time ; 
aut I thought it right that you Ihould be ac- 
S 3 quainted 
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quainted how intent he is, all manner of 
-ways, to (hew the efie&s of the highcft 
friendship, kindled to a flame by the wanned 
fenfe of gratitude, and the xnoft * cxaltaj 
efteem and veneration. • r * - • 

Mrs. Wbiteway, and Mr. M'AuIay* caa 
inform you how abfolute your command* 
$re with' me. Since you recommend him, 
he is fure of the utmoft I can do for him. : 

Sir, if I have not a few words from you, 
I (hall conclude that you think me trouble 
fome, and are refolvcd to get rid of my im- 
pertinence. It will be two or thrte month* 
before I can get from hence, although 1 am 
. impatient to be at home : but wherever I 
am, or however engaged, I am always, dear 
Sir, your mod obliged and moft truly faith* 
fulfervant, 

WILLIAM RICHARDSON. 

}Ay bed refpe&s wait upon Mrs* Whits* 
v>ay. ■ v - 
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3VILMAM RICHARDSON, Efqi tt 
Px. SWIFT. 

£>EA& ^ IR, London, April 17, 1739. 

I WROTE this morning to Mn.Wbiftr 
way % ftw lines in ncw>db huiay, and I writ* 
this to you in Guildhall, by aiderroan &?»■ 
Arr'e djre&ioo. Md*.* letter frona you f» 
tbs Society, wbofe addrejfc is in M«. Wh$t(~ 
imsy't letter, he thinks » raenoorifd or petir 
tioe from Mr- DunkiniQ ihs Society will fo> 
of ufe* and if you write to Mr. ityr, thf 
. aJdftrmflB thiols he will get ooe vpte, wbicfy 
lie can fix so way. of obtaining but through 
Pepe. I am ever, d w Sir, your moft obUg- 
<td and moft aJfe&ionate buroble /fenwt » 

WJLUAM WCH A£P§JpN. 

I Should thick it would fee right iq Mr. 
Bunkin to cook ova the moment he 
biw? of Squires? death. I wrote by thj$ 
poft to a nephew, to let you know the 
jBpn\«nt b« 4je$, if the life fbould be 
jij bw when my letfcr goes tp bin)* 



S 
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LETTER. CLXXIX. ~ 
Dr. DUNKIN to Mrs. WHITEWAY.. 



A 



MADAM, April 25, 1739. 

,'S it was through your countenance I 
had the honour of being firft introduced to 
the moft worthy Dean of St. Patrick, Imuft 
have thought myfelf under the higheft obli- 
gation to you ; but the continuance of your 
friendfhip, through fo many repeated ads 
of generofity, and the courfe of his gracious 
endeavours to raife my reputation and for- 
tune, are fuch things as I muft ever remem- 
ber and exprefs with a very deep fenfc of gra- 
titude. 

The fatigue pf writing fo many letters 
lately in my favour, was indeed what I could 1 
not in reafon expedt even from his huma- 
nity, were I worthy of them; and I can only 
fay, the Dean of St. Patrick is unwearied it* 
doing good, and that He who could rife t*2 
prefcrve a nation, will defcend to relieve a^ 
individual. 

The fenfe of my own demerit, antf tl^ c 
juft awe ih which I ftand before to great ai» A 
good a man, will not allow me either th^t 

frcr^r 
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freedom of fpeech or writing^ which is r«r 
quifite to let him underftand with what love, 
vegeration, and refpedt of his perfon, I re- 
flect upon the many inftances of his tender 
concern and uncommon zeal for my welfare. 
This is a duty I moft eameftly wi(h, but am 
altogether unable to perform, and fuch as I 
intreat you, dear Madam, to undertake for 
me ; , your compliance in which will be yet 
another, among the many and weighty obli- 
gations laid upon your moft dutiful, obe-r 
dient, devoted fervant, 

WILLIAM DUNKIN. 

LETTER. CLXXX. 
Mr. Secretary L— t — * to Dr. S W I F T. 



1 



SIR, London, May 16, 1739. 

CANNOT let Mr. Swift return to Ire~ 
land without my acknowledgements to you 
jfor the favour you have done Mr. Lamb. 
I know that I ought to afcribe it wholly to 
Mr. Popes recommendation, as I have not 
the happinefs to be known to you myfelf ; 
t>ut give me leave to take this occafion of 

* Now |ord L >^ , 

affuring 
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afluring you how much I w*(b t© be in the 
number of your friends. J think I can b* 
do even at this diftaace, and though we 4hegj4 
never come to a nearer acquaintance $ for the 
reputation of feme men is amiable, and one 
can love their chara&eip, without knowinj 
their perfons. 

If it could over be m my power to do 
you any fer vice in this country, the employ? 
ing me in it would be a new favour $o. Sir, 
your obliged humble ftrom> 



LETTER CLXXXI. 
Pr.SCOTT to Dr. S W I F T, 

REV, SIR, London, Sept. 7, 1739. 

^THOUGH I do not imagine that 
yoii have any remenjbrapce of 9 peribo fi> 
little known to ypu as I am, y*$ I have 
taken the Kfcef ty to draw a kind of bill of 
friendship upon yog, which I am iaclined t$ 
believe you will an/jrer, bfjcaufe it $ in &~ 
your of that kingdom, which you have 
tJways flood a finoere 4pd firm frjend. W4? 
have had here, for fome years paft, a num- 
ber of anatomical figures, prepared ki wax, 

v which 
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which petft&ly exhibit all the parts of a$ 
human body. They are the work of a Frtncb 
tyrgeon* who /pent above forty years in pre* 
paring them, aqd yrho, to bring them to 
perfeftion, was at the trouble and expenc* 
of differing fome hundreds of bodiep. The 
prefent proprietor of them is my friend, and 
it was by my perfuafion that he was prei 
vailed on to fend them into Ireland for the 
inftru&ion of the curious. I prefume you 
have feen them in London, and therefore I 
am inclined to think y6u will be of opinion, 
that a perfon may gain more perfed know- 
ledge in anatomy, by viewing thefe prepa- 
rations only a hw times, than he would by 
attending many difledions* Your encourag- 
ing fuch of your acquaintance as are curious 
to fee thefc figure?, would greatly excite the 
curiofity of others. This is the favour I have 
taken the liberty to deflre of you, and which 
I believe you will be tl»e more readily in- 
clined to grant, when I have aflurcd you, 
that the perfon who has the care of Ac 
figures, has it in h|s inftru&ions to return 
the money that may be gdt by expbfing them 
to view, in Jrt/h linen, fo that the kingdom 
tvill be no way impoverished by the finall 
cxpence which gentlemen may be at in pro* 
• * '■' *• •• . •* . . curing 
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curing ufcful inftrudion, or gratifying their 
curiolity. If the requcft I have made be 
fuch as you c;.nt favour, my next is, that 
you will grant me your pardon for having 
made it. 

1 intend, God willing, to go into Ireland 
next fpring, after the publication of a work 
which I have been engaged in for fome years 
paft, for the Clcncing of all infidels, here- 
tics, fchifmatics of all kinds, and enthufi- 
afts. I thought it ncceffary, becaufe in the 
way that the controverfy has been hitherto 
managed againft fuch people, the truth has 
been rather puzzled and perplexed than clear- 
cd, chriftianity has been betrayed, and all 
true religion loft in the world. I have ad- 
vanced no one new opinion of my own ; 
what I have fct forth is what was clearly fet 
forth in the fcriptures from the beginning; 
I mean in the original fcripturcs of the Old 
Teftament, fo interpreted as to make them 
every where confident with themfelves ; and 
to fliew that the interpretations I have given 
arc not only the true interpretations, but 
that the fcriptures fo interpreted are the re- 
vealed word of God. I have demonflrated 
the truth of them by natural evidence, or 
by the works pf God, and that the work 9 

bear 
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bear evideficc to nothing but the truth ; that 
thefe revealed truths fo demonftrated areun*- 
.queftionable and undeniable; and that they 
are the only powerful motives by which men 
are not only moved but enlightened and en- 
abled to mortify all their lufts, which blind 
and deceive them here, and will be their 
everlafting tormentors hereafter, but to work 
the works of charity, and of that perfect 
righteoufnefs which is of faith : fo that the 
whole of all true religion, which has been 
one and the fame in all ages, will appear to 
confift in the mortifications of our bodily 
and fpiritual lufts, which withhold men 
from the works of righteoufnefs ; and in 
the belief of thofe demonftrative truths, by 
which alone we are enlightened, enabled-, 
and moved to fubdue them ; and in obferv- 
ing thofe natural memorials, which God 
hath fet before us, and in partaking of thofe 
reverential ordinances which he hath infti- 
tuted to put us in mind of what we ought to 
do, in order to eternal life and the motives 
for fo doing. 1 afk pardon for this digref- 
lion ; and if you have any commands that 
I am capable of executing here, if you will 
let me have the honour of receiving them, 
I (hall take great pleafure in obeying yoi* j 

fc: 
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ftf 1 aft* with the gieateft refpeft tad trotfc,, 
Sir, your moft obedient and moft humble 
fcrvant, JOHN SCOTT. 

LET f Ek CLxixif. 
Reverend Mr. THROP to Dr. SWIFT. 

REV. SI R* Dec. io f 1739. 

H £ many profeffions of kindncft you 
have made, and friernMhip you hate (hewn, 
to my mother and her family, particularly 
in declaring your abhorrence and detcftation 
Of the cruel ^and inhuman behaviour of that 
monfter — to my unfortunate and inno- 
cent brother, induced my mother to trouble 
you with a few of the narratives of that 
cafe, to difperfe among fuch members of 
the houfe of commons as were of your ac- 
quaintance. The reafon of our troubling 
you to do this; is becaufe we intend present- 
ing a petition to the members of the houft 
of commons this feffion, to oblige * ■■> ■ to 
wave his privilege, every other attempt Wt 
have tried fincc my brother's death proving 
fruitlefs. 

Your appearing, Sir, in this affair, will 
aot only make — — the more ready to do 

juftice, 
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jkffcce, but prevent others from fupportiftg 
hhn in his villainies, which will be of in- 
finite fervice to tty mother and her family. 
The bearer carries yon a doien of cafes i 
4nd if yon ihoald have ocCafiOn for any more, 
Aey ftiall be font you by, Revenmd Sir, your 
moft obliged and moft obedient humble fcr- 
vant, ROBERT THROP. 

I have written the names of the fcverat 
perlbns mentioned in the narrative at 
length upon the back of the title page. 

LETTER CLXXXIII. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. WHITE WAY. 

MADAM, Dfcc. 31, 1739. 

XT is impoffible to have health in fuch de- 
fperate weather; but you are worfe ufe£ 
than others. Every creature of either fex 
are uneafy $ for our kingdom is turned to be 
a Mufcovy, or worfe. Even I- cannot do any 
good by walking : Is not warmth good 
againft rheumatic pains ? I hope Deane 
Slvtft* will be able to affift you both. I 

• Then "manied to Mr*, Warrifin. 

wiflb 
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wifli for a happy turn in the weather; t 
am doubly dcfolate, and wifli I could fleep 
until the fun would comfort us. Would nei- 
ther your fon or daughter fave you the pains 
of writing on your back ? You are much 
more friendly to me than a thoufand of them, 
Adieu. I am ever yours. J. SWIFT; 

LETTER CLXXXIV. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. WHlf EWAY. 

DEAR MAD Altf, 

X AM truly and heartily glad that you are 
a little! mended, and can lie on your belly, 
or fide, not altogether on your back* You 
are much in the right not to ftir, and fo was 
Croker not to fuffer you. I am not yet 
worfe for the cold weather, but am angry 
at it. I am heartily forry for yourfelf and 
daughter ; but Mr. Swift dares not be fick, 
for his chief bufinefs is to look after you 
and your daughter. I walk only in my bed- 
chamber and clofet, which hath alfo a fire. 
I am ever yours. J. S WI FT; 

New-year's day, 1739-40. 

I wifli you may have many and all healthy 

ones. 
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LETTER CLXXXV. 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. WHITEWAY. 



I 



DEAR MADAM, Jan. 18, 1739-40. 

HAVE been many days heartily con- 
cerned for your ill health ; it is now twenty- 
five days fince we have found nothing but 
froft and mifery, and they may continue for 
as many more. This day is yet the coldeft 
of them all. Dr. Wilfon and I are both very 
uneafy to find no better meflage from you. 
I received, as I was going to dinner, the 

inclofed letter from your beloved of , 

which I fhall make you happy with. It 
will (hew you the goodnefs, the wifdom, the 
gratitude, the truth, the civility of that ex- 
cellent divine, adorned with an orthography 
(fpelling) fit for himfelf. Pray read it a 
hundred times, but return it after you have 
read it an hundred times. My love and fer- 
vice to your fon and daughter ; let them 
both read the inclofed. 

I would not lofe your lover's letter for 
Ico/. It muft be fent back by the bearer.' 
Let me know the exatt number of lyes that 

Vol. VI. T are 
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are in it ; but I fear that will take up your 
time too much, I am ever yours, 

J. SWIFT. 

LETTER CLXXXVL 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs, WHITE WAY. 

Fcb - 3» * 739-40- 
X H E bad account I had of your health 
for many days, or rather weeks, hath made 
me continually uneafy to the laft degree; 
and Mr. Swtft, who was with me (o Jong 
yefterday, could not in confeience give me 
any comfort : but your kind letter hath 
raifed my fpirits in fome meafure. I hope 
we have almoft done with this curfed wea- 
ther, yet (till my garden is all in white. I 
read your letter to Dodtor Wilfon, who is 
fomewhat better, and he refblves to apply 
your medicine, I mean your improvements 
of what you prefcribe to add to his fur- 
geon's method. I am ever, dear Madam, 
entirely yours* J. SWIFT. 
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LETTER CLXXXVIL 



.T N- , Efqj * to Mrs. 

WHITEWAY. 



MADAM, Bath, April 2, 1 740. 

HAD not until very lately an opportu- 
ty of letting Mr. Pope know his obligations 

you ; of which he is very fenfible, and 
ts defired me to beg that you will remit 16 
e, by a fafe hand, whatever letters of his 
b now in your pofleflion. 1 fhall be in 
i*n next week j fo that you may be pleafed 

diredt to me, by the firft convenient op- 
rrfunity, at my houfe in Dover-Jlreet, Lon- 
n. I am, Madam, with great efteem, your 
oft humble and obedient fcrvant, 

R. N. 

k. 

My compliments to Mr. and Mrs. Swift. 
I (hall fay nothing of the pi<fture -f-, 
becaufe I am fure you remember it. I 
inuft beg that you will let Mr. Bin- 
don X know I would have the picture 

no 



* Now Lord C f Of Dr. Swift, 

t The greateft painter of his time in thefe king- 
Sis. On account of his age, and fome little failure 
T 2 in 
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no more than a head upon a three-quar- 
ter cloth, to match one which I now 
have of Mr. Pope. 

LETTER CLXXXVIIL 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. WHITEWAY. 

DEAR MADAM, April 29, 1740. 

JL FIND that you and I are fellow-fuf- 
ferers almoft equally in our healths, although 
I am more than twenty years older. But I 
am and have been thefe two days in fo mi- 
ferable a way, and fo cruelly tortured, that 
can hardly be conceived. The whole laft 
night I was equally (truck as if I had been 
in P&alaris's brazen bull, and roared as loud 
for eight or nine hours. I am at this inftant 
unable to move without exceflive pain, al- 
though not the thoufandth part of what I 
fufFered all lad night and this morning. 
This you will now ftyle the gout. I con- 
tinue ftill very deaf. Dodtor Wilforis left 
eye is ftill difordered, and very uneafy. You 

in his fight, he threw afide his pencil about fixteenor 
eighteen years ago ; and afterwards lived to a good old 
age, greatly beloved and refpeded by all who had the 
happincfs cither of his friendship or acquaintance. He 
died within thefe three years. 

have 
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have now your family at home : I defire to 
prefent them with my kind and hearty fer- 
vice. 

I am ever intirely yours, &c. 

J. SWIFT. 

L E T T T E R CLXXXIX. 

Mrs. WHITEWAY to ALEXAN- 
DER POPE, Efqj 

SIR, May 16, 1740. > 

OHOULD I make an apology for writ- 
ing to you, I might be afked why I did fo ? 
If I have erred, my defign at leaft is good, 
both to you and the Dean of St. Patrick ; 
for I write in relation to my friend, and I 
write to his friend, which I hope will plead 
my excufe. As I faw a letter of yours to 
him, wherein I had the honour to be nam- 
ed, I take the liberty to tell you (with grief 
of heart) his memory is fo much impaired, 
that in a few hours he forgot it ; nor is his 
judgment found enough, had he many tracts 
by him, to finifli or corredt them, as you 
have defired. His health is as good as can 
be expected, free from all the tortures of 
Jd age 5 and his deafnefs, % lately returned, is 

T 3 al 
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all the bodily uneafine's he hath to complain 
of. A few years ago he burnt moil of his 
writings imprinted, except a few loofe pa- 
pers, which are in my pofleflion, and which 
Ipromifeyou (if I out-live him) (hall never 
be made publick without your approbation. 
There is one treatife in his own keeping, 
called Advice to Servants, very unfinifhed 
and incorrect, yet what is done of it, hath 
(b much humour, that it may appear as a 
pofthumous work. The Hiftory of the four 
laft years of queen Annes reign I fuppofc 
you have feen with Dr. King, to whom he 
fent it fome time ago, and, if I am rightly 
informed, is the only piece of his (except 
Gulliver) which he ever propofcd making 
money by, and was given to Dr. King with 
that defign, if it might be printed : I men- 
tion this to you, left the Dodtor fhould die, 
and his heirs imagine they have a right ta 
difpofe of it. I intreat, Sir, you will not 
take notice to any perfon of the hints I 
have given you in this letter ; they are only 
defigned for yourfelf : to the Dean's friends 
in England they can only give trouble, and 
to his enemies and ftarvling wits, caufe of 
triumph. I inclofe this to "alderman Bar- 
ber, who I am fure will deliver it fafe, yet 

knows 



( 2 79 ) 

knows nothing more than its being a paper 
that belongs to you. 

The ceremony of anfwering women's let- 
ters, may perhaps make you think it necef- 
fary to anfwer mine ; but I do not expert it, 
becaufe ypur time either is or ought to be 
better employed, unlefs it be in my power to 
fcrve you in buying Irijh linen, or any other 
command you are pleafed to lay on me, 
which I fhall execute, to the beft of my 
capacity, with the greateft readinefs, inte- 
grity, and fecrecy; for whether it be my 
years, or a lefs degree of vanity in^my com- 
pofition than in fome of my fex, I can re- 
ceive fuch an honour from you without 
mentioning it. I fhould, fome time paft, 
have writ to you on this fubjedt, had I not 
fancied that it glanced at the ambition of 
being thought a perfon of confequence, by 
interfering between you and the Dean ; a 
character of all others which I diflike. 

I have feveral^of your letters to the Dean, 
which I will fend by the firft fafe hand that I 
can get to deliver them to yourfelf ; I be- 
lieve it may be Mr. M'du/ay, the gentleman 
the Dean recommended through your friend- 
(hip to the prince o£ Wales. 

t 4 i:.- 
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1 believe this may be the only letter which 
you .ever received without afking a favour, 
a compliment, extolling your genius, run- 
ning in raptures on your poetry, or admir- 
ing your diltinguifhable virtue. I am, Sir, 
with very hi^h refpedt, your mod obedient 
and moft humble fervant, 

MARTHA WHITEWAY. 

Mr. Swift, who waited on you laft Sum* 
mer> is fince that married to my daugh- 
ter : he defires me to prefent you bis 
moft obedient refpeds and humble 
thanks for the particular honour con- 
ferred upon him in permitting him to 
fpend a day with you at Twickenham \ 
a favour he will always remember with 
gratitude. 

LETTER CXC. 
Mr. POPE to Mrs. WHITEWAY. 

MADAM, Twickenham, June 18, 1740. 

Jl A M extremely fcnfible of the favour of 
your letter, and very wJl fee the kindnefs 
as well as honour which moved you to it. 

I 
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I have no merit for the one, but being (like 
yourfelf) a fincere friend to the Dean, though 
much a lefs ufeful one ; for all my friendship 
can only operate in wishes, yours in good 
works. He has had the happinefs to meet 
with fuch in all the ftages of his life ; and I 
hope in God and in you, that he will not 
want one in the laft. Never imagine, Ma- 
dam,, that I can do otherwife than efieem 
that fex, which has furnifhed him with the 
beft friends. 

The favour you offer me, I accept with 
the utmoft thankfulnefs ; and 1 think no 
perfon more fit to convey it to my hands 
than Mr. M'Aulay y of whom I know you 
have fo good an opinion. Indeed any one 
whom you think worthy your truft, I fhall 
think deferves mine, in a point 1 am ever fo 
tender of. 

I wifti the very fmall opportunity I had of 
/be wing Mr. Swift, your fon, my regards 
for him, had been greater; and I wi(h it 
now more, fince he is become fo near to 
you, for whom my refpeft runs hand in 
hand with my affedtion for the Dean ; and 
I cannot wifh well for the one without do- 
ing fo for the other. 

I turn 
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I turn my mind all I can from the me- 
lancholy fubjedt of your letter. May God 
Almighty alleviate your concern, and his 
complaints, as much as poflible in this ftate 
of infirmities, while he lives ; and may your 
tendernefs, Madam, prevent any thing after 
his death which may any way depreciate his 
memory, I dare fay nothing of ill confe- 
quence can happen from the commiflion 
given Dr. King. 

You fee, Madam, I write to you with 
abfolute freedom, as becomes me to the 
friend of my friend, and to a woman of fenfe 
-and fpirit. I will fay no more, that you 
may find I treat you with the fame delicacy 
that you do me (and for which I thank you) 
without the leaft compliment: and it is none 
when I add, that I am, With efteem, Ma- 
dam, your moft obliged and moft obedient 
fervant, 

A. POPE, 
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LETTER CXCL 
Dj. SWIFT to Mrs. WHITEWAY. 

X HAVE been very miferable all nighty 
and to-day extremely deaf and full of pain, 
I am fo ftupid and confounded, that I can-* 
not exprefs the mortification I am under both 
in body and mind. All I can (ay is, That I 
am not in torture ; but I daily and hourly 
expe& it. Pray let me know how your 
health is and your family. I hardly undeiv 
(land one word I write. I am fure my days 
will be very few ; few and miferable they 
muft be. 

I am, for thofe few days, yours intirely, 

J. SWIFT. 

If I do not blunder, it is Saturday, 
* July 26, 1740. 

If I live till Monday^ I (hall hope to fc* 
you, perhaps for the laft time. 
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LETTER CXCIL 
Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. WHITEWAY. 

DEAR MADAM, January 13, 1740-41. 

jL O U R fon *, who was with me ycfter- 
day, and ftaid the whole afternoon till near 
ten o'clock, gave me a very melancholy ac- 
count of your ill health, extremely to my 
grief. I fend a fervant with this letter, and 
you will pleafe to employ Mr. Swift %o an- 
swer it, becaufe I am in very great pain 
about you ; for the weather is fo extremely 
fharp, that it muft needs add to yourdifor- 
ders. Pray let your fon or daughter write a 
few lines to give me fome fort of comfort. 
My cold is now attended with a cough this 
bitter cold weather; but I am impatient 
until your fon or daughter gives me fbme 
hopes. I am ever your affured friend and 
moft humble fervant, 

J. SWIFT. 

* Mr. Swift. 
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LETTER CXCIII. 
Earl of ORRERY to Dr. SWIFT. 

^^ Duke-Street, Weftminfter, July 7, 1741. 

JL H A N K S to you, dear Sir, for your fre- 
quent remembrance of me by my great friend 
and patron Mafter George Faulkner: thanks 
to you for the honours you have (hewed my 
wife : but aboveiall, thanks to you for ufing 
excrcife arid taking care of your health. It 
is the ftrongeft inftance of affeftion your 
friends either defire or defervc. In men- 
tioning your friends, I muft particularize 
Mr. Pope: he obeys your commands, and 
flings away much time upon me : Nee deficit 
alter aureus ; Dodtor King does the fame. 
Thus deities condefcended to vifit and con- 
verfe with mortals. 

Poor lord Oxford is gone to thofe regions 
from whence travellers never return, unlefs 
in an airy vifit to faithlefs lovers, as Marga- 
ret to William 1 or to cities devoted to de- 
finition, as HeSlor amidft the flames of Troy. 
The deceafed e \r\ has left behind him many 
books, many .i, •■;ufcripts f and no money: 
his lady broui.hr .;»:a ;;-v-r. I.u.^drcd thouland 

pounds, 
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pounds, four of which have been facrificed 
to * indolence, good-nature, and want of 
worldly wifdom : and there will ftill remain* 
after proper fales and right management* 
five thoufand pounds a year for his widow. 

Mr. Cafar died about two months ago. 
Mrs. Cafar is (till all tears and lamentations* 
although fhe certainly may be numbered in- 
ter felices, fuaft bona norint. 

Lord Bathurjl is at G'rencefter, erefting 
pillars and ftatues to queen Anne. Lord 
Bolingbroke lives in Trance: pofterity, it it 
to be hoped, may be the better for his re- 
tirement. The duke of Argyle reigns or 

ought to reign in Scotland. Stich is the 

ftate of Europe; but our difappointmfcnt in 
America has caft a gloomy face over London 
and JVeJiminfter. The citizens have recourse 
to mum and tobacco, by which means they 
puff away care, and keep difmay at a propef 
diftance ; in the mean time, my friends the 
ducks and geefe in the Park cackle on, and 
join in chorus to the founds of tidtory that 
are daily drummed forth on the parade, but 
reach no farther than the atmofphefe of 
Whitehall* — ■ — What news next ? The wea- 
ther — but you certainly know it is hot ; for 
in truth, notwithftanding this letter comes 
2 from 
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fibm my heart, and is written in the plea- 
fure of thinking of you, yet I fweat to aflure 
you how much I am, dear Sir, your ever 
pbliged and obedient humble fervant, 

ORRERY. 

LETTER CXCIV. 

Earl of ORRERY to DEANE 
SWIFT, Efq; 

SIR, Marfton, Dec. 4, 1742. 

J[ AM much obliged to you for the full, 
though melancholy, account you have fent 
me of xpy ever honoured friend. It is the- 
more melancholy to me, as 1 have heard him 
often lament the particular misfortune inci- 
dent to human nature, of an utter depriva- 
tion of fenfes many years before a deprivation 
of life. I have heard him defcribe perfons 
in that condition, with a livelinefs and a 
horror, that on this late occasion have re- 
qafled tp roe his very words. Our litany,, 
methkiks, fhould have an addition of a par- 
ticular prayer againft this mod dreadful mif- 
fortune. I am fure mine fhalL The bite 
of a mad dog (a mod tremendous evil) ends 
foon in death ; but the eflfe&s of his lofs pf 

memory 
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rtemory may laft even to the longeft age of 
man ; therefore I own my friendship for him 
has now changed my thoughts and wiftie* 
into the very reverfe of what they were. I 
rejoice to hear he grows lean. I am fbny 
to hear his appetite is good. I was glad 
when there feemed an approaching mortifi- 
cation in his eye-lid. In one word, the 
man I wifhed to live the longeft, I wifli 
the foo'neft dead. It is the only bleffing that 
can now befal him. His reafon will never 
return ; or if it fhould, it will only be to 
fliew him the mifery of having loft it. I 
am impatient for his going where imper- 
fection ceafes, and where perfection begins; 
where Wilfons cannot break in and ileal, and 
where envy, hatred, and malice have no in- 
fluence or power. Whilft he continues to 
breathe, he is an example, ftronger and 
more piercing than he or any other divine 
could preach, againft pride, conceit, and 
vain glory. Good God ! Doctor Swift bea- 
ten and marked with ftripes by a bead in 
human fliapc, one Wilfan. But he is not 
only an example againft prefumption and 
haughtinefs, but in reality an incitement to 
marriage. Men in years ought always to 
fecure a friend to take care of declining life, 

and 
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and watch narrowly as they fall the laft mi* 
nute particles of the hour glafs. A batchelor 
will feldom find, among all his kindred, fo 
true a nurfe, fo faithful a friend, fo difinter- 
cfted a companion, as one tied to him by 
the double chain of duty and affe&ion. A 
wife could not be banifhed from his cham- 
ber, or his unhappy hours of retirement : 
nor had the Dean felt a blow, or wanted a 
companion, had he been married, or in other 
words, had Stella lived. All that a friend 
could do, has been done by Mrs. Wbiteway ; 
all that a companion could perfuade, has 
been attempted by Mrs. Ridgeway : the red 

but I (hall run on for ever ; and I fet 

out at firft only with an intention of thank- 
ing you for your letter, and alluring you that 
I am, Sir, your mod obedient humble fer~ 
vant, ORRERY. 

P. S. I beg to hear from you from time 
to time, if any new occurrence happens 
iq the Dean's unhappy ftate. 



Vol. VI. U 
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THE 

\ N S W E R- 

OF THE 

it Honourable W rM P-* — Y, Efy 

TO THE 

it Honourable Sir R T W E *. 

sir, oa. 15, 1730. 

PAMPHLET was lately fent me, 
tied, A Letter from the Right Honour a- 
ur R. W. to the Right Honourable W. P. 
; occafioned by the late Inveftfoes on the 
£, her Majejly^ and all the Royal Family. 
thefe initial letters of our names, the 
id is to underftand that you and I muft 
nent. Although the letter feems to re- 
# c an anfwer, yet becaufe it appears to 
written rather in the ftyie and manner 
1 by fbme of your penfioners, than your 

• Wriitcn by Dr. Swift. 

U 2 own. 
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own, I {hall allow you the liberty to think 
the fame of this anfwcr, and leave the pub- 
lick to determine which of the two adors 
can better perfonate their principals. That 
frigid and fuftian way of haranguing where- 
with your reprefenter begins, continues, and 
ends his declamation, I (hall leave to the 
criticks in eloquence and propriety to de- 
fcant on; becaufe it adds nothing to the 
weight of your accufations, nor will my do* 
fence be one grain the better by cxpofing its 
puerilities. 

I (hall therefore only remark upon this 
particular, that the frauds and corruptions 
in mod other arts and fciencts, as law, phy- 
fick (I (hall proceed no further) are ufually 
much more plaufibly defended than in that 
of politicks ; whether it be, that by a kind 
of faftlity the vindication of a corrupt mini- 
fter is always left to the management of the 
meanpft and toqA: proftitute writers ; or whe- 
ther it be, that the efFefts of a wicked or 
upfkilful administration, are more publick, 
viiible, pernicious and uniyerfal. Whereas 
the offtakes in other fciences arc often mat- 
ters that affeft only fpeculation j; or at worftj 
the bad confequences fall upon few and pri- 
vate perfons. A nation is quickly fenfiblp 

Of 
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c miferies it feels, and little comforted 
nowing what account it turns to by the 
h, the power, the honours conferred 
lofe who fit at the helm, or the fala- 
>aid to their pen-men ; while the body 
tc people is funk into poverty and de- 
A Frenchman in his wooden {hoes 

from the vanity of his nation, and the 
itution of that government, conceive 

imaginary pleafure in boafting the 
leur of his monarch, in the midft of 
wn flavcry : but a freeborn EngK/hman, 
all his loyalty, can find little fktisfa&ion 
unifier overgrown in wealth and power 

the lowed degree of want and con* 
t ; when that power or wealth are drawn 
the bowels and blood of the nation, for 
h every fellow fubjeA is a fuffcrcr, ex- 
the great man himfelf, his family, and 
enfioncrs. I mean fuch a minifter (if 

hath ever been fuch a one) whofe 
e management hath been a continued 
af ignorance, blunders, and miftakes in 
' article befides that of enriching and 
indizing himfelf. 

ir thefe reafons the faults of men, who 

10ft traded in publick bufinefs, are, of 

hers, the moft difficult to be defended. 

U 3 A 
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A man may be perfuaded into a wrong opi- 
nion, wherein he hath fmall concern : but 
no oratory can have the power over a fbber 
man againft the convidion of his own fenfes: 
and therefore, as I take it, the money thrown 
away on fuch advocates might be more pru- 
dently fpared, and kept ia fuch a minifter's 
own pocket, than lavifhed in hiring a cor- 
poration of pamphleteers to defend his con- 
dud:, and prove a kingdom to be flourishing 
in trade and wealth, which every particular 
fobjedk (except thofe few already excepted) 
can lawfully fwear, and, by dear experience 
knows, to be a falfhood. 

Give me leave, noble Sir, in the way of 
argument, to fuppofe this to be your cafe; 
could you in good confeience, or moral ju- 
ftice, chide your paper advocates for their 
ill fuccefs in perfuading the world againft 
manifeft demoniirarion ? Their mifcarriagc 
is owing, alas ! to want of matter. Should 
we allow them to be matters of wit, raillery, 
or learning, yet the fubjed would not admit 
them to exercife their talents ; and, conie- 
quently, they can have no recourfe but to 
impudence, lying, and fcurrility. 

I muft confefs, that the author of your 
letter to me hath carried this laft qualifica- 
tion 
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tion to a greater height than any of his fel- 
lows : but he hath, in my opinion, failed a 
little in point of politenefs from the original 
which he affe&s to imitate. If I fhould fay 
to a prime minifter, Sir, you have fufficiently 
provided that Dunkirk fhould be abfolutely 
demolifhed and never repaired; you tool? 
the beft advantages of a long and general 
peace to difcharge the immenfe debts of the 
nation; you did wonders with the fleet j you 
made the Spaniards fubmit to our quiet pof- 
feflion of Gibraltar and Portmabon ; you ne- 
ver enriched yourfelf and family at the ex- 
pence of : the publick.— — Such is the ftyle 
ofyourfuppofed' letter, which however, if I 
am well informed, by no means comes up 
to the refinements of a fishwife in Billing f- 
gate* Tou never bad a bajiard by Tqpi the 
waterman y you never Role a Jiher tankard % 
you were never whipped at the cart's tail. 

In the title of your letter, it is faid to be 
occqfioned by the late inveSlives on the King t 
btr Majefiyi >and all the Royal Family : and 
the whole contents of the paper (dripped 
from your eloquence) goes on upon a fup- 
pofition afle&cdly ierious, that their maje- 
sties, and the whole royal family, have been 
lately bitterly and publickly inveighed againft 

U 4 in 
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in the mod enormous and treafonable man- 
ner. Now, being a man, as you well know, 
altogether out of bufinefs, I do fbmetimes 
lofc an hourin reading a few of thofe con- 
troverfial papers upon politicks, which have 
fucceeded for fome years paft to the polemi- 
cal trafls between Whig and Tory : and in 
this kind of reading (if it maj deferve to be 
fb called) although I have been often but 
little edified, or entertained, yet hath it 
given me occafion to make fome obferva- 
tions. Firft, I have obferved, that however 
men may fincerely agree in all the branches 
of the low-church principle, in a tendernefs 
for diflcnters of every kind, in a pcrfeft ab- 
horrence of popery and the pretender, and 
in the mod firm adherence to the proteftant 
fucceffion in the royal houfe of Hanover; 
^ret plenty of matter may arife to kindle their 
animofities againft each other from the va- 
rious infirmities, follies, and vices inherent 
in mankind. 

Secondly, I obferved, that although the 
vulgar reproach which charges the quarrels 
between minifters, and their oppofers, to be 
only a contention for power between thofe 
who are in, and thofe who would be in if 
they could ; yet as long as this proceeds no 

further 
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further than a fcuffle of ambition among a 
few perfons, it is only a matter of courfe, 
whereby the publick is little affcdted. But 
when corruptions are plain, open, and un- 
difguifed, both in their caufes and effeds, 
to the hazard of a nation's ruin, and 4b de- 
clared by all the principal perfons and the 
bulk of the people, thofe only excepted who 
are gainers by thofe corruptions : and when 
fuch minifters are forced to fly for flicker to 
the throne, with a complaint of difafFedion 
to majefty againft all who durft diflike their 
administration. Such a general difpofition 
in the minds of men, cannot, I think, by 
any rules of reafbn, be called the clamour of 
* fm> difaffetfed incendiaries, gafping after 
power. It is the true voice of the people ; 
which muft and will at laft be heard, or pro- 
duce confequences that I dare not mention. 
I have obferved thirdly, that among all 
the offenfive printed papers which have come 
to my hand, whether good or bad, the wri- 
ters have taken particular pains to celebrate 
the virtues of our excellent king and queen, 
even where thefe were, ftri&ly fpeaking, no 
part of the fubjeft : nor can it be properly 
objeded that fuch a proceeding was only a 
blind to cover their malice towards you and 

your 
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your afiiftants > becaufe to affront the king, 
queen, or the royal family, as it would be 
dire&ly oppofite to the principles that thofe 
kind of writers have always profeffcd, fo it 
would deftroy the very end they have in par- 
fait. And it is fomewhat remarkable, that 
thofe very writers againft yoo, and the regi- 
ment you command, are fuch as mod diftin- 
guifh thcmfelves upon all, or upon no oc- 
cafions, by their panegyrick6 on their prince; 
and, as all of them do this without favour 
or hire, fo fome of them continue the fame 
practice under the fevered profecution by 
you and your janiflaries. 

You fcem to know, or at lead very ftrongly 
to conjecture, who thofe peribns are that give 
you fo much weekly difquict. Will yoo dare 
to affert that any of thefe are Jacobites, en- 
deavour to alienate the hearts of the people, 
to defame the prince, and then dethrone him 
(for thefe are your cxpreffions) and that I 
am their patron, their bulwark, their hope, 
and their refuge ? Can you think I will de- 
fcend to vindicate myfelf againft an afper- 
fion fo abfurd ? God be thanked, we have 
had many a change of miniftry without 
changing our prince: for if it had been 
otherwifc, perhaps revolutions might have 
+ been 
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been more frequent. Heaven forbid that 
the welfare of a great kingdom, and of a 
brave people, fliould be trailed with the 
thread of a (ingle fubje&'s life ; for I fup- 
pofe it is not yet in your view to entail the 
miniftryfhip in your family. Thus I hope 
we may live to fee different minifters and 
different meafures, without any danger to 
the fucceffion in the royal proteflant line of 
Hanover. 

You are pleafed to advance a topick, which 
I could never heartily approve of in any party, 
although they have each in their turn ad- 
vanced it while they had the fuperiority. 
You tell us, It is hard that while every pri- 
vate man (hall have the liberty to chufe 
what fervants he pleafcth, the fame privilege 
ihould be refufed to a king. This affertion, 
crudely underflood, can hardly be fupported. 
If by fervants be only meant thofe who are 
purely menial, who provide for their ma- 
iler's food and cloathing, or for the conveni- 
ence and splendor of his family, the point is 
not worth debating. But the bad or good 
choice of a chancellor, a fecretary, an am- 
baflador, a treaAirer, and many other offi- 
cers, is of very high confequence to the 
whole kingdom : fo is likewife that amphi- 
bious 
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bious race of courtiers between fervants and 
miniftersj fuch as the fteward, chamberlain, 
treafurer of the heufholdand the like, being 
all of the privy council, and fome of the ca- 
binet, who according to &£if t&lents, their 
principles/' and" their degree ^ favour, may 
be great iriftruments of -gbtid or evil, -both 
to the fubjeft and the prirfCfe; 4b that the 
parallel is by no means adequate between a 
prince's court and a private family. And yet 
if an infolent footman be troublefome in the 
neighbourhood ; if he breaks the people's 
windows, infults their fervants, breaks into 
other folks houfes to pilfer what he can find, 
although he belong to a duke, and be a fa- 
vourite in his ftation, yet thofe who are in- 
jured may, without jiift offence, complain 
to his lord, and for want of rcdrefs get a 
warrant to fend him to the (locks, to Bride- 
well, or to Newgatr, according to the nature 
and degree of his delinquencies. Thus the 
fervants of the prince, whether menial or 
otherwife, if they be of his council, arefub- 
je& to the enquiries and profecutions of the 
great council of the nation, even as far at 
to capital puniflimcnt j and fo muft ever be 
in our conftitution, till a miniftercaa prat- 
cure a majority even of that council *tO'<hpt- 
8 tcr 
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ter him ; which I am furc you will allow to 
be a defpcratc crifis under any party of the 
inoft plaufiblc denomination. 

The only inftance you produce, or rather 
infinuate, to prove the late invedives againft 
the king, queen, and royal family, is drawn 
from that deduction of the Englijb hiftory, 
publilhcd ki feveral papers by the Craft/man; 
wherein are (hewn the bad confequences to 
the publick, as well as to the prince, from 
the practices of evil ministers in moft reigns, 
and at feveral periods, when the throne was 
filled by wife monarchs as well as by weak. 
This deduction, therefore, cannot reafonably 
give the leaft offence to a Britijh king, when 
he (hall obferve that the greateft and ableft 
of his predeceflbrs, by their own candor, by 
a particular jundure of affairs, or by the ge- 
neral infirmity of human nature, have fome- 
times put too much truft in confident, infin- 
uating, and avaricious minttters. 

Wifiiom, attended by virtue and a gene- 
rous nature, is not unapt to be impofed on. 
Thus MUtm delcribes Uriel, the Jbarpeft- 
Jigbtedftirit in haven, and regent ofthefun % 
deceived by the diffimulation and flattery of 
the devil, for which the poet gives a philo- 
jbpbka) reafon, but needlefs here to quote. 

Is 
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Is any thing more common, or more ufeful, 
than to caution wife men in high ftations 
againft putting too much truft in undertak- 
ing fervants, cringing flatterers, or defigning 
friends ? Since the Afiatic cuftom of govern- 
ing by prime minifters hath prevailed in fo 
many courts of Europe, how careful fhould 
every prince be in thcTchoice of the perfon 
on whom fo great a truft is devolved, whereon 
depend the fafety and welfare of himfelf and 
all his fubjedts. Queen JiJizabetb, whofe ad- 
miniftration is frequently quoted as the beft 
pattern for Englijh princes to follow, could 
not refift the artifices of the earl of Leicejter, 
who, although univcrfally allowed to be the 
mod ambitious, infolent, and corrupt perfon 
of his age, was yet her greateft, and almoft 
her only favourite : (his religion indeed be- 
ing partly puritan and partly infidel, might 
have better tallied with prcfent times) yet 
this wife queen would never fuffer the opened 
enemies of that overgrown lord to be iacri- 
ficed to his vengeance ; nor durft he charge 
them with a defign of introducing popery or 
the Spanijh pretender. 

How many great families do we all know, 
whofe matters have pafled for perfons of 
good abilities, during the whole courfe of 

their 
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their lives, and yet the greateft part of whofc 
eftates have funk in the hands of their ftew- 
ards and receivers ; their revenues paid them 
in fcanty portions, at large difcount, and 
treble intercft, chough they did not know 
it ; while the tenants were daily racked, and 
at the fame time accufed to their landlords' 
of irtfolvency. Of this fpecies are fuch maw 
nagers, who, like honeft Peter Waters, pre- 
tend to clear an eftate, keep the owner pen- 
nylefs, and, after feven years, leave him five 
times more in debt, while they fink half a 
plum into their own pockets. 

Thofe who think themfelves concerned, 
may give you thanks for that gracious liberty 
you are pleafed to allow them of taking 
vengeance on the minijlers, and there Jhooting 
their envenomed arrows. As to myfelf ; I 
neither owe you vengeance, nor make ufe of 
fuch weapons : but it is your weaknefs, or 
ill-fortune, or perhaps the fault of your con- 
ftitution, to convert wholefome remedies 
into poifon ; for you have received better and 
more frequent inftru&ions than any minifter 
of your age and country, if God had given 
you the grace to apply them. 

I dare promifc you the thanks of half the 
kingdom, if you will pleafe to perform the 
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promife you have made of fullering the 
Craft/man and company, or whatever other 
infamous wretches and execrable villains you 
mean, to take their vengeance only on your 
own facred minifterial perfon, without bring- 
ing any of your brethren, much le£s the moft 
remote branch of the royal family, into the 
debate. This generous offer I fufpe&ed from 
the firft; becaufc there were never heard of 
fo many, fo unneceflary, and fo feverc pro- 
fccutions as you have promoted during your 
miniftry, in a kingdom where the liberty 
of the prefs is fo much pretended to be al- 
lowed But in reading a page or two, I 
found you thought it proper to explain away 
your grant ; for there yoi» tell us, thjit tbefe 
mifcreants (meaning the writers againft you) 
are to remember that the tows have abun- 
dantly less generous* lefs mild and merci* 
Jul fentiments than yourfelf, and into their 
fecular hands the poor authors jnuft be de- 
livered to fines, prifops, pillories, whippings, 
and the gallows. Thus your promife of im- 
punity, which began fomewhat jefuiticajly, 
concludes with the mercy of a Spanijb in- 
quifitor. 

If it (hould fo happen that I am neither 
abettor, patron, proteflor, nor fupporter of 

thefe 
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thefe imaginary inve&ives again/1 the king, 
her majefy, or any of the royal family ', I de- 
fire to know what fatisfadtion I am to get 
from you, or the creature you employed in 
writing the libel which I am now anfwer- 
ing ? It will be no excufe to fay, that I dif- 
fer from you in every particular of your po- 
litical reaibn and practice ; becaufe that will 
be to load the beft» the founded, and mod 
numerous part of the kingdom with the de- 
nominations you ar,e pleafed to beftow upon 
me, that they are Jacobites, wicked mifcre- 
ants, infamous wretches, execrable villains, and 
defamers of the king, queen, and all the royal 
family, and guilty of high trea/bn. You can- 
not know my ftylc j but 1 can eafily know 
your works, which are performed in the fight 
of the fun. Your good inclinations are vifi- 
ble ; but I begin to doubt the ftrength of 
your credit, even at court, that you have not 
power to make his majefty believe me the 
perfon which you reprefent in your libel : 
as moll infallibly you have often attempted, 
and in vain, becaufe I mud otherwife have 
found it by the marks of his royal difplea- 
fure. However, to be angry with you to 
whom I am indebted for the greateft obli- 
gation I could poflibly receive, would be the 
Vol.. VI. X higheft 
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higheft ingratitude. It is to You I owe 
that reputation I have acquired for fome 
years paft of being a lover of my country 
and its conftitution: to You I owe the libels 
and feu rrili ties conferred upon me by the 
worft of men, and confequently fome degree 
of efteem and friendfhip from the beft. 
From You I learned the fkill of diftinguifh- 
ing between a patriot and a plunderer of his 
country : and from You I hope in time to 
acquire the knowledge of being a loyal, 
faithful, and ufeful fervant to the beft of 
princes, king George the fecond ; and there- 
fore I can conclude, by your example, but 
with greater truth, that I am not only with 
humble fubmiffion and refpedt, but with 
infinite gratitude, Sir, your moil obedient 
and moll obliged fervant, 

W. P. 
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TO THE 

Count Pe GYLLENBORG, 

S I ft, Dublin in Ireland, Nov. 2, 17 19. 

JL T is now about fixteen years fince I firft 
entertained the defign of writing a hiftory of 
England, from the beginning of Will am Ru- 
Jus to the end of queen Elizabeth ; fuch a 
hiftory, I mean, as appears to be moft wanted 
by foreigners, and gentlemen of our own 
country ; not a voluminous work, nor pro- 
perly an abridgment, but an exadt relation 
' of the moft important affairs and events, 
without any regard to the reft. My inten- 
tion was to infcribe it to the king * your 
late mafter, for whofe great virtues I had 
ever the higheft veneration, as I (hall con- 
tinue to bear to his memory. I confefs it 
h with fome difdain that I obferve great au- 
thors defcending to write any dedications at 
all : and for my own part, when I looked 

* Charles XI f. king of Sweden* who was unfortu- 
nately killed by a cannon-ball at the fiege of Frederick* 
Jbail, in the year 1718. 

X z round 
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round on all the princes of Europe, I could 
think of none who might deferve that dif- 
tin&ion from me, befides the king your 
mailer 5 (for 1 fay nothing of his prefent 
Britannick majefty, to whofe perfon and cha- 
racter I am an utter ftranger, and like to 
continue fo) neither can I be fufpedted of 
flattery on this point, fincc it was fbme years 
alter that I had the honour of an invitation 
to his court, before you were employed as 
his minifter in England^ which I heartily re- 
pent that I did not accept ; whereby, as you 
can be my witnefs r )i£ might have avoideci 
fome years uneafineis and vexation, duri: 
the laft four years of our late excellent queen, 
as well as a long melancholy profpeft fince, 
in a moft obfeure difagreeable country,., and 
among a moft profligate and abandoned peo- 
ple • 

I was diverted from purfuing this hiftory,, 
partly by the extreme difficulty, but chiefly 
by the indignation I conceived at the prg- 
ccedings of a fadlion, which then prevailed; 
and the papers lay negle&ed in my cabinet 
until you faw me in England-, when you 
know how far I was engaged in thoughts 
and bufinefs of another kind. Upon her 
majefty's lamented death, I returned to my 

ilatioa 
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flation in this kingdom ; fince which time 
there is not a northern curate among you 
who hath lived more obfcure than myfelf, 
or a greater ftranger to the commonefl tranf- 
adtions of the world. It is but very lately 
that I found the following papers, which I 
had almoft forgotten. I publifh them now, 
for two reafons ; firft, for an encouragement 
to thofe who have more youth *, and lei- 
fure, and good temper than I, towards pur- 
fuing the work as far as it was intended by 
me, or as much further as they pleafe ; the 
-ffecond reafon is, to have an opportunity of 
declaring the profound refpeft I have for the 
memory of your royal mafter, and the fin- 
cere regard and friendship I bear to yourfelf ; 
for I muft bring to your mind how proud I 
was to diftinguifti you among all the foreign 
minifters, with whom I had the honour to 
be acquainted. I am a witnefs of the zeal 
you fhewed not only for the honour and in- 
tereft of your mafter, but for the advantage 
of the Proteftant religion in Germany, and 
how knowingly and feelingly you often 
fpoke to me upon that fubjedt. We all 
loved you, as poffeffed of every quality that 

• The author was then in his fifty-fecond year. 

X 3 could 
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eould adorn an Eng/ijh gentleman, and 
efteemed you as a faithful fubjed: to youf 
prince, and an able negociator -, neither (hall 
any reverfe of fortune have power to leffen 
you either in my friendship or eftepm : and 
I muft take leave to aflure you further, that 
hiy affcdtion towards perfons hath not been 
at all diminished by the frpwi* of Power 
upon them. Thofe whom you and I once 
thought great and good men, continue ftill 

fo in my eyes and my heart ; only with a 

* ** * * * * * * « 

Cater a de/iderantur* 
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The REIGN of 

WILLIAM the SECOND, 

SURNAMED RUF US. 

jTTLT the tifne of the Conqueror's death, 
his eldeft fon Robert, upon fome difcontent 
with his father, being abfent in France *, 
William, the fecond fon, made ufe of this 
jundlure, and without attending his father's 
funeral, haftened to England, where, pur- 
fuant to the will of the deceafed prince -f, 
the nobility, although more inclined to fa- 
vour Robert, were prevailed with to admit 

* He was then at Abbeville in Picardy. 

+ JVilliam the Conqueror on his death-bed left Nor- 
mandy and Le Maine to his fon Robert , as being his 
right of inheritance ; not without adding, as fomc hi- 
ftorians relate, that any people whom Robert was to 
govern, would be milerablc. England, he faid, was 
not his property by inheritance ; he would not prefume 
to bequeath to any one that kingdom, but left it to 
the difpofal of Heaven : however, fo it pleafed God, 
he fhould be glad that TVilliam, his obedient andbejl be- 
loved fen, fhould enjoy it after his death ; and accord- 
ingly ordered letters to be expedited to archbifhop 
Lan franc, for facilitating Williams acceflion and cita- 
frlifliment there. 

X 4 him 



( 312 ) 

him king, partly by his promifcs to abate 
the rigor of the late reign, and reftore the 
laws and liberties which had been then 
aboliflied, but chiefly by the credit and fe- 
licitations of Lanfranc \ for that prelate had 
formerly a (hare in his education, and always 
a great affedtion for his perfon. At Win- 
chefier he took pofleflion of his father's trea- 
fure £, in obedience to whofe command, as 
well as to ingratiate himfelf with the peo- 
ple, he dirt ribu ted it among churches and 
religious houfes, and applied it to the re- 
deeming of prifoners, and other afts of po- 
pularity. 

In the mean time Robert returned to 
Normandy, took pofleflion of that duchy, 
with great applaufe and content of his peo- 
ple, and, fpighted at the indignity done 
him by his father, and the ufurpation of his 
brother in confequence thereof, prepared a 
great fleet and army to invade England; nor 
did there want an occafion to promote his 
intercft, if the flownefs, the foftnefs, and 
credulity of his nature, could have fuffercd 
him to make a right improvement of it. 

% Which was fixty thoufond pounds infilver, befides 

gold, jewels, and plate. B rump ton. 

Oh 
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Odo bifhop of Baieux *, of whom fre- 
quent mention is made in the preceding 
reign *f, a prelate of incurable ambition, ei- 
ther on account of his ag€ or character be- 
ing reftored to his liberty and poffeffions in 
England, grew into envy and difcontent, 
upon feeing Lanfranc preferred before him 
by the new king in his favour and miniftry. 
He therefore formed a confpiracy with feve- 
ral nobles of Norman birth to depofe the 
king, and fent an invitation to Robert tohaften 
over. Mean time the confpirators, in order 
to diftra& the king's forces, feized on feve- 
ral parts of England at once ; Brijtol, Nor- 
wich, Leicejter, Worcejler %, Sbrewjbury, 
Bath, and Durham, were fecured by feverai 
noblemen : Odo himfelf feized Rocbefler, re- 
duced the coafts of Kent, and fent meffages 
to Robert to make all poffible fpeed. 

# Odo was half brother to William the Conqueror, and 
the firft earl of Kent of Norman blood. He was releafed 
from his confinement by order of the late king, at the 
folicitation of Robert earl of Mortain^ Gdo's brother. 

f One might imagine from thefe words, that Dr. 
Swift had written an account of the reign of William 
the Conqueror, if it had not been for what he fays in 
bis letter to Count Gyllenhorg. 

X Worcejler however at this time fuffered only a 
blockade. See the account of the operations there in 
Qrteris late furvey of the city of Worcejler, p. 195. 

The 
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began to difcover thofb irregularities of hit 
nature, which till then he had fuppreffed 
and difguifed, falHhg into thofe ad:s of op« 
prefiion and extortion that have made his 
name and memory infamous. He kept the 
fee of Canterbury four years vacant, and con- 
verted the revenues to his own ufe, together 
with thofe of feveral other bi/hopricks and 
abbies J, and difpofed all church prefer* 
ments to the highefl bidder. Nor were his 
exactions lefs upon the laity, from whom 
he continually extorted exorbitant fines for 
pretended tranfgrcffiori of Certain ptbaliaws, 
and entertained informers to ob&fte men? 
actions and bring him intelligence. 

It is here worth obfcrvation, that thefe 
corrupt proceedings pf the prince have, ia 
the opinion of feveral learned men, given 
rife to two cuftoms, which are a long time 



% As for Rufus's appropriating to himfclf the reve- 
nues of vacant fees, this was the refult and expe&ed 
confequence of the feudal eftablifbment made by his 
father. For when the Conqueror had reduced epifco- 
pal and abbatial manours to military and baronial te- 
nure, the care and profits of them, between the demife 
of each tenant and the entry or inftallation of his fuc- 
ccflbr, by neceflity of that tenure, devolved on the 
crown. But Rufus is defervedly cenfured for keeping 
the prelacies vacant longer than was neceffary, merely 
with an avaricious view. 

grown 
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Dwn to have the force of laws. For, firft 
5 fucceflbrs of this king, continuing the 
(lorn of feizing on the accruing rents in 
5 vacancy of fees and abbies, it grew in 
xrefs of time to be exadted as a right, or 
cnowledgment to the king as founder; 
>ence the revenues of vacant bifliopricks 
long at this day to the crown. The fe- 
id cuftom had an original not unlike. Se- 
al pcrfons, to avoid the perfecutions of the 
lg's informers, and other instruments of 
preffion, withdre^^emfelves and their 
z&s to foreign Countries.; upon which the 
ig iffued a proclamation* forbidding all men 
leave the kingdom without his licence; 
m whence, in die judgment of the fame 
hors, the wri* ne exeas regno had its be- 
nmg. 

By thefe and the like arbitrary methods 
ring amaffed great treafures, and finding 
things quiet at home, he raifed a pow- 
iil army to invade his brother in Nor- 
*<fy; but upon what ground or pretext, 
: writers of that age are not very exad ; 
.ether it were from a principle frequent 
ong unjuft princes, That old oppreffions 
bed juftified by new ; or, whether hav- 
a talent for fodden enterprifcs, and juftly 

appre- 
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apprehending the refentments of duke Rfa 
bert, he thought it the wiier courfe to pre- 
vent injuries than to revenge them. In this 
expedition he took feveral cities and caftles 
from his brother, and would have proceeded 
farther, if Robert had not defired and ob- 
tained theafliftanceofP^/7/^ king of France, 
who came with an army to his relief. King 
William not thinking it fafe or prudent to 
proceed further againft his enemy fupported 
by fo great an ally, yet loth to lofe the fruits 
of his time and valour, fell upon a known 
and old expedient, which no prince ever 
prattifed oftner, or with greater fuccefs, and 
that was, to buy otT the French king with a 
fum of money. This iiad its efFedt ; for 
that prince not able to oppofe fuch power- 
ful arms, immediately withiVew himfelfand 
his forces, leaving the two brothers to con- 
cert the meafures of a peace. 

This was treated and agreed with great 
advantages on the fide of king William ; for 
he kept all the towns he had taken, obliged 
his brother to banifli Edgar Atheling out of 
Normandy * and, for a further fecurity, brought 
over with him to England the duke himfelf 
to attend him in his expedition againft MaU 
eolm king of Scotland, who during his abfence 
7 bad 
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had invaded the borders. The king having 
raifed great forces both by fea and land, 
went in perfon to repel the inroads of the 
Scots : but the enterprife was without fuo 
cefs -, for the greateft part of his fleet was 
deftroyed by a tempefl, and his army very 
much diminished by ficknefs and famine, 
which' forced him to a peace of little ho- 
nour ; by which, upon the condition of ho- 
mage from that prince, the king of England 
agreed to deliver him up thofe twelve* towns 
(or manours) in England which Malcolm had 
held under William the Conqueror; together 
with a penfion of twelve thoufand marks *. 

* So Brompton writes. But it is doubtful whether 
the Normanic or Saxonic mark of filver be underftood. 
The former was a weight of eight ounces, the latter 
but an ounce and a half. If we compute by the mark 
of the Normans ^ the annuity ftipulated for Malcolm was 
equivalent to about 186,000/. of modern currency; a 
penfion fcarce reconcilable with the ftate of our ex- 
chequer in thofe days. ]f the fmaller or Saxonic mark 
be meant here (which had not yet fallen into difufe, as 
appears by the calculations by it in the laws of king 
Henry I.) the penfion is more reasonable, being equU 
valent to about 35,000 /. of our prefent money. This 
at leaft is rather to be admitted than the account of the 
greater part of our hiftorians, who fct down the pro- 
vifion, made for the Scottijh king at twelve marks of gold 
fer annum^ which amounts but to 71 lb. Norman y or 
1700/. in modern money; a penfion unworthy the 
magnificence of Rufus y and too mean for any reigning 
piince to accept. 

At. 
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At this time were fown the feeds of an- 
other quarrel between him and duke Robert, 
who foliciting the king to perform fome co- 
venants of the laft peace, and meeting with 
a repulfe, withdrew in great difcontent to 
Normandy. 

King William, in his return from Scotland, 
fell dangeroufly fick at Glocejler, where, 
moved by the feafonable exhortations of his 
clergy ,iror rather by the fears of dying, he 
began to difcover great marks of repentance, 
with, many promifes of amendment and re- 
tribution, particularly for his injuries to the 
church. To give credit to which good re- 
folutions, he immediately filled feveral vacant 
fees, giving that of Canterbury to An/elm, a 
foreigner of great fame for piety and learn- 
ing. But as it is the difpofition of men who 
derive their vices from their complexions, 
that their paffions ufually beat itrong and 
weak with their pulfes, fo it fared with this 
prince, who upon recovery of his health foon 
forgot the vows he had made in his ficknefs, 
relapfing with greater violence into the fame 
irregularities of injuftice and oppreflion, 
whereof Anfelm, the new archbi(hop, felt 
thefirtt effe: s. This prelate, foon after his 
promotkui, offered the king a fum of money 
S by 
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by way of prefcnt -f j but took care it fhouli 
be fo finall, that none might interpret it to 

be 

+ This whole account of the difference between the 
king and the archbifhop is taken from Eadmer^ a monk 
of Canterbury, and a creature of Anfelm's. A benevo- 
lence had been demanded from all the nobility and the 
prelates towards the expence of the king's expedition 
to Normandy in 1094. If Anfelm y as it is faid, offered 
500/. towards it, as the (hare or quota of his own fee, 
that fum (equivalent to at leaft 11*500/. of our cur- 
rency) was far greater than a poor Italian monk, not 
yet poffeffed of the temporalities of Canterbury, could 
be expe&ed to raife, and what, if his friends could ad- 
vance ir^for him, the neceifities of the king would not 
fuffer him to rcjeft : fo that this part of Eadmers apo- 
logy for his patron confutes. itfelf. But in fa£r, the true 
fource of the conteft between this prelate and the king 
was, the former's violent attachment to one of the con- 
tenders for the papacy, Otbo of Ofiia, ftyled Urban II. 
whom, when Italy had fcarce acknowledged him, (for 
in 1091 the antipope Clement III. took Rome, and the 
caftle of 5/. Angelo, and drove Urban from St. Peter's 
chair) Anfelm would imperioufly impofe on the king, 
prelates, and whole realm of England, as their apoftolic 
father and pontiff. The king replied, That his prede- 
Ceflbrs in Canterbury had never taken (o much upon 
them ; and that when two popes had been chofen, his 
declaring for cither without approbation of the king, 
was an endeavour to pluck from his fovereign's head the 
crown of England. A great council was fummoned on 
this occafion at Rockingham, Mar. 11, 1095, when the 
nobility and bifhops infifted on Anfelm s (ubmiffion to 
the king : he pleaded his privilege as primate, and 
would be judged by none but the pope, and by no pope 
but Urban II. It was however there determined, that 
jinfelm ihould not demand his archiepifcopal pall oft/r- 
ban 11. unlefs the kin^ fhould confont. All the pre- 
lates, except the bifhop of Roch^flcr^ fays Du Pin, re- 
VOJ,. VI. Y folvci 
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be a confideration of his ^te preferment 
The king rejected it with fcorn ; anil as to 
ufed but little ceremony in fuch matters, 
infifted in plain terms for more. -Anfelm 
would not comply ; and the king ? e*i*agtsl> 
fought all occafions to make him uneaTy,; 
until at length the poor archbiftiDp,*ifed oW 
with perpetual ufurpations (or at leaft what 
was then underftood to be fuch) upon *h» 
jurifdidtion, privileges, and pofleffions, ife- 

folved not to own Anfelm as primate* fo long as he 
fliould take part with the biihop of Oftia (Urban \\.) 
vBut a rebellion which broke out in the Empire, wherein 
Ctnrad the emperor's Ton rofe in arms againft his father, 
proved extremely fortunate both for Urban y and for his 
fadious inftrument. Anfelm. Wicked Urban was the 
feducer of this unnatural fon ; and the price of his be- 
nediction foon appeared. So far as Conrad*$ fword 
could influence, Clement III. was ejecled : fo that itt 
1095 Urban was acknowledged through L$mbardy % but 
as yet was not mafter of Rome. Fortune now be- 
friended, and even IVillam of England was ready to 
acknowledge him. Accordingly this pope fent ah 
archiepifcopal pall, for the ceremony of the king's in- 
vefting Anfelm with the primacy : but the haughty monk 
refufed the inveftiture from the king's hand, and obfti- 
nately perfifted, until the pope's meflengers were al- 
lowed to lay the pall on the altar of Canterbury cathe- 
dral ; whence he vouchfafed to take it (as the canting 
phrafe was) from St. Peter 9 s band, although the king 
had acknowledged and obliged his kingdom to acknow- 
ledge Urban on this exprefs condition, That he fliould 
be gratified with delivering Urban* s pall to the arch- 
bilhop elect. Thus Rufus, who would not be bullied! 
was at laft bubbled by a prieft. 

fired 
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fired the king licence for a journey to Rome; 
and upon a refufal, went without it. As 
foon as he was withdrawn, the king feized 
on all his revenues, converting them to his 
own ufe, and the archbifhop continued an 
exile until the fucceeding reign. 

The particulars of this quarrel between 
the king and archbifhop are not, in my opi- 
nion, confiderable enough to deferve a place 
in this brief colled ion, being of little ufe to 
pofterity, andoflefs entertainment ; neither 
fhould 1 have mentioned it at all, but for the 
occafion it gives me of making a general ob- 
fervation, which may afford fome light into 
the nature and difpofition of thofe ages. 
Not only this king's father and himfelf, but 
the princes for feveral fucceffions, of the 
fairefl: charadter, have been feverely taxed 
for violating the rights of the clergy, and 
perhaps not altogether without reafon. It. 
is true, this character hath made the lighter 
imprefiion, as proceeding altogether from the 
party injured, the cotemporary writers being 
generally churchmen : and it muft be con- 
fefled, that the ufurpations of the church 
arid court of Rome were in thofe ages rifen to 
fudi height, as to be altogether inconfiftent 
either with the legiflature or adminiftratioa 
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of any independant ftatc ; the inferior clergy, 
both fecular and regular, infifting upon fuch 
immunities as wholly exempted them from 
the civil power; and the bifliops removing 
all controveriies with the crown by appeal 
to Rome: for they reduced the matter to this 
fliort iflue, That God was to be obeyed ra- 
ther than men ; and confequently the biftiop 
of Rome, who is Chrifts reprefentative, ra- 
ther than an earthly prince. Neither doth 
it feem improbable that all Chrifiendom would 
have been in utter vaflalage, both temporal 
and fpiritual, to the Roman fee, if the Refor- 
mation had not put a flop to thofe exorbitan- 
ces, and in a good meafure opened the eyes 
even of thofe princes and dates who ftill 
adhere to the dodtrines and difcipline of that 
Church. 

. While the king continued at Gloceji:r % 
Malcolm king of Scotland came to his court, 
with intentions to fettle and confirm the late 
peace between them. It happened that a 
controvcrfy arofe about fome circumftances 
relating to the homage which Malcolm was 
to pay, in the managing whereof king Wil- 
liam difcovered fo much haughtinefs and dif- 
dain, both in words ami geftures, that the 
Sc.ttifij prince, provoked by fuch unworthy 

treat- 
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treatment returned faome with indignation ; 
b».t foon came back at the head of a pow- 
erful army, and, entring Northumberland 
with fire and fword, laid all wafte before 
him. But as allenterprizes have in the prp- 
grefs of them a tin&ure of thofe paflions by 
which they were fpirited at firft, fo this in*- 
vafion begun upon private revenge, which 
is a blind ungovernable paffion, was carried 
on with equal precipitation, and proved to 
be ruinous in the event ; for Robert Mow- 
bray, earl of Northumberland, to prevent the 
deftruftion of his own country,, where he 
had great poffeflions, gathering what forces 
he could fuddenly raife, and without wait- 
ing any diredlions from the king, marched 
againft the Scots, who were then fet down 
before Alnwick caflle : there, by an ambufli, 
Malcolm and his eldeft fon Edward were 
flain, and the army, difcouraged by the lofs 
of their princes, entirely defeated. This dif- 
after was followed in a few days by the death 
of queen Margaret, who, not able to ftir- 
vive her misfortunes, died for grief. Nei- 
ther did the miferies of that kingdom end 
till, after two ufurpations, the furvivingfon 
of Malcolm, who had fled to England for re- 
Y 3 fuge 
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fuge, was reftored to his crown by the 
afliftance of king William. 

About this time the hidden fparks of au- 
mofity between the two brothers, buried bit 
not extinguished in the laft peace, began 
to flame out into new diflenfions : duke R* 
bfrt had often fent his complaints to the king 
for breach of articles, but without redids, 
which provoked him to expostulate in i 
rougher manner, till at length he charged 
the king in plain terms with injustice and 
perjury : but no men are found to eodttfe 
reproaches with lefs temper than thofe wbo 
molt deferve them : the king, at the fame 
time filled with indignation, and ftung with 
guilt, invaded Normandy a fecond time, re* 
folving to reduce his brother to fuch terms 
as might ftop all further complaints. He 
had already taken feveral ftrong holds, by 
force either of arms or of money > and in* 
tending intirely to fubdue the duchy, gave 
orders to have twenty thousand men imme- 
diately raifed in England* and fent over to 
him. The duke, to defend himfelf againft 
thefe formidable preparations, had recouiic 
again to his old ally the king of France, who 
very readily advanced with an army to his 

afliftance, 
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Jliftancg* as an adtion wherein he could 
s*ery waiy find his own accounts ; for, be- 
iflfe th$: appearance of glory and juftice by 
3flQte£t*ngthe injured, he fought indeed his 
2wn battle* by preferving, his neighbouring 
late in the hands of a peaceful prince, from 
To powerful and reftlefs an enemy as the 
king of I$t<gland', and was largely paid for 
bis troublq. into the bargain: for king Wil- 
Ham, either lpth to engage in a long and 
fengerous war, or battened back by intelli- 
gence of foms troubles from Wales* fent of- 
fers to his army, juft ready to embark for 
Normandy* that upon payment of tea (hil- 
lings a man they might have leave to return 
to their own homes. 1 his bargain was ge- 
lerally accepted ; the money was paid to 
the king of France* who immediately with- 
drew his troops ; and king William* now 
mailer of the conditions, forced his brother 
to a peace upon much harder terms than 
before. 

in this paflage there are fome circum- 
(lances which may appear odd and unac- 
countable to thofe who will not give due 
allowance for the difference of times and 
manners : that an abfent prince, engaged in 
in unjufl; war with his own brother, and 
Y 4 ill- 
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ill-beloved at home, fhould have fo much 
power and credit, as by his commiffion to 
raife twenty thoufand men on a fudden, only 
^s a recruit to the army he had already with 
him ; that he fhould have a fleet prepared 
ready, and large enough to tranfport fo great 
a number ; that upon the very point of em- 
barking he fhould fend them fo difgraceful 
an offer; and that fo great a number of 
common foldiers fhould be able and willing 
to pay fuch a fum of money * f equal to at 
leaft twelve times as much in our times -f-j 

* The Saxon Chronicle, Simeon Dunehnenfis^ and Mat* 
thew Paris fay, That Raff the trcafurer took from the 
men the money which had been paid them for their 
maintenance. Yes, fays Sir Henry Spelman, the money 
which the country had allowed them for their fubfift- 
ence ; fo that if each man paid ten (hillings, it might 
not be from his own purfe. 

f It might more juftly be faid, equal to four and 
twenty times as much in our times : for the genuine 
iilver in the fum of ten (hillings of Norman tale, was of 
iqual weight with the filver that is found in twenty-nine 
'hillings of our prefent ftandard coin; i. e. weighed 5 
oz. and about 1 3 pwt. and each ounce of filver was at 
that time worth at leaft eight times mpre than at pre- 
fent. Whence we may collect, that ten (hillings of. 
Rufufs money was equivalent to at leaft twelve pounds 
iterl. of our prefent currency. The curious reader may 
confult bifhop Fleetwood's Chronicon preciofum^ and a fy- 
noptical table of the variations in the ftandard of Engiijb 
com, by Martin Folkes, Efq; publifhed in an anony- 
mous Ejfay upon Money and Coins* 

and 
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&nd that, after being thus deluded and {polled 

at once, they fhould peaceably difband and 

retire to their feveral homes. But all. this 

will be lefs difficult to comprehend, when 

we refledt on the method of railing and fup- 

porting armies, very different from ours, 

which was then in ufe, and fo continued for 

many ages after. All men who had lands 

in capite were bound to attend the king in 

his wars with a proportioned number of fol- 

diers, who were their tenants on eafy rents 

in confideration of military fervice. This 

was but the work of a few days, and the 

troops confifted of fuch men as were able to 

maintain their own charges either at home 

Or abroad : neither was there any reafon to 

apprehend that foldiers would ever become 

instruments for introducing flavery, who 

held fo great a (hare in the property. 

The king, upon his return from Nor- . 
mandy, made gn unfuccefsful expedition 
againft the JVelJJj^ who upon the advantages 
pf his abfence had, according to their ufuai 
cuftom, made cruel inroads upon the adjoin- 
ing counties of Cbefter, Sbreiv/bury^ and 
Hereford. Upon the king's approach they 
fled into their faftneffes among the moun- 
tains, where he purfued them for fome time 

with 
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with great rage and vexation, a& well as the 
lofs of great numbers of bis mm, to no pur- 
pofe. From hence he was recalled by. a 
more formidable enemy nearer home : for 
Robert earl of Northumberland* overrating 
his late fervices againft the Scots, as much 
perhaps and as unjuflly as they were under- 
valued by the king, refufed to come to his 
court* which, in thofe days, was looked on 
as the firft ufual mark of difcontent in a no- 
bleman , and was often charged by princes 
as a formal accufation. The earl having dis- 
obeyed the king's fummons, and concerted 
matters with other accomplices, broke out 
into open rebellion, with intentions to de- 
pofe king William, and fet up Stephen earl 
of Albemarle, fon of a fitter to William the 
Conqueror : but all was prevented by the ce- 
lerity of this adtive prince; who, knowing 
that infurredtions are bed quelled in their 
beginnings, marched with incredible {peed, 
and furprized the rebels at NewcaJUe, took 
the caftles of Tinmoutb and Bamburg * j 
where the obftinacy of the defendants pro- 
voked him, contrary to his nature, to com- 
mit cruelties upon their perfons, by cutting 

* Now called Bamborougb. 

off 
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off their hands and ears, and other the like 
inhumanities. The earl himfelf was taken 
pnibner as he endeavoured to make bis cf- 
cape ; but fuffered no other punifhment thaa 
to be confined for the reft of his life $. 

About this time begaa the Holy War for 
recovering of Pok/tine; which having not 
been the enterprise of any one prince or 
ftate, but that wherein moft in- Chriftendom 
had a {hare, it cannot with juftice be filently 
pafled over in the biftory of any nation. 

Pope Urban the fecond, in a council at 
Clermont^ made a pathetkk exhortation, 
(hewing with what danger and indignity to 
Cbrijtendom the Turks and Saracens had, for 
fome ages, not only overran all Afta and 
jffrica* where Cbriftianity had long flour* 
ifhed; but had alio made encroachments 
into Europe* where they had entirely fub- 
dued Spain* and feme other parts ; that Je- 
rufalern, the holy city, where our Saviour 
did fo many miracles, and where his fepul- 
chre ftill remaihed, to the fcandal of the 
Chriftian name, lay groaning under the ty- 
ranny of Infidels ; that the fwords which 
Chriftian princes had drawn againft each 

% Which was thirty years. 

other 
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other, ought to be turned againft the com* 
mon enemy of their name and religion ; that 
this fhould be reckoned an ample fatisfa&ion 
for all their paft fins ; that thofe who died 
in this exped tion fhould immediately go to 
heaven, and the furvivors would be bleflcd 
with the fight of our Lord's fepulchre. 

Moved by thefe arguments, and the in- 
fl. ence of the peifon who delivered them, 
feveral nobles and prelates immediately took 
upon them the Crofs ; and the council dif- 
folving in this high fit of zeal, the clergy, 
upon their return home, prevailed fo far in 
their ieveral countries, that in moft parts of 
Euope fome great prince or lord became a 
votary for i be Holy Land; as Hugh the Great, 
brother to the king of France ; Godfrey duke 
of Lor* ain ; Reimond count of Touloufe ; Ro- 
bert duke of No ma .dy, and many others. 
1\ either ought it to be forgotten, that moft 
of thefe noble and generous princes, want* 
ing money to maintain the forces they had 
raifed, pawned their dominions to thofe very 
prelates who had firft engaged them in this 
enterprize : doubtlefs a notable mark of the 
force of oratory in the churchmen of thofe 
ages, who were able to infpire that devotion 

into 
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into others, whereof they feemed fo little 
fenfible themfelves. . 

But a great fhare in the honour of pro* 
moting this religious war, is attributed td 
the zeal and induftry of a certain French 
prieft, commonly called Peter the Hermit ; 
who being at Jerufalem upon pilgrimage 
fome time before, and entering often into 
-private treaty with thepatriarch of that city, 
came back fully inftru&ed in all the mea- 
fures neceflary for fuch a war : to thefe was 
joiAed the artifice of certain dreams and vi- 
iions that might pafs for divine admonition : 
all which, added to the piety of his exhor- 
tations, gave him fuch credit with the pope, 
and feveral princes of Cbrtjlendom that he 
became in his own perfon the leader of a 
great army againft the infidels, and was very 
inftrumental for engaging many others in 
the fame defign. 

What a fpirit was thus raifed in Chrijien- 
Aom among all forts of men, cannot better be 
conceived than from the vaft numbers of 
thefe warlike pilgrims; who, at the fiege 
of Nice, are faid to have confided of 600,000 
foot, and ioo,oco horfe : and the fuccefs at 
fir». was anfwerable to the greatnefs of their 
numbers, the valour of their leaders, and the 

univer- 
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univcrfal opinion of fuch a caufe ; for, be* 
fides feveral famous vittories in the fidd, 
not to mention the towns of lefs impor- 
tance, they took Nice % Antiocb, and at laft 
Jerufalem, where duke Godfrey was chofen 
king without competition. But zeal, with 
a mixture of enthufiafm, as I take this to 
have been, is a compofition only fit for fud- 
den enterprizes, like a great ferment in the 
blood, giving double courage and (Irength 
for the time, until it fink and fettle by fu- 
ture into its old channel : for, in a few years 
the piety of thefe adventurers began to flackeo, 
and give way to fa&ion and envy, the natu* 
ral corruptions of all confederacies : how- 
ever, to this fpirit of devotion there fuc+ 
ceeded a fpirit of honour, which long con- 
tinued the vein and humour of the times ; 
and the Holy Land became cither a fchool, 
wherein young princes went to learn the art 
of war, or a fcene wherein they affedted to 
fhew their valour, and gain reputation, when 
they were weary of peace at home. 

The Christians held pofleffion ofjerufakm 
above eighty years *, and continued their ex- 
peditions to the Holy Land almoft as many 

* They held it eighty-eight years $ from Jutf 1099, 
to Oftcbcr 1 1 87. 
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more, with various events ; and after they 
were entirety -driven out of AJia, the popes 
have almoft in every age 'endeavoured in vain 
to promote new crufadoes; neither does this 
fpirit feem quite extiruft among us even to 
this day ; the ufoal proje&s of fangtiine men 
for ahitmg Cbrifiendom againft the Turk, be- 
ing without doubt a traditional way of talk 
derived to us from the fame fountain. 

Robert, in order to furnifh himfelf out 
for this war, pawned his duchy to the king 
for 10,000 marks of gold -J-; which fum 
was levied with fo many circumftances of 
rigor and exaftion, towards the church and 
laity, as very much encreafed the difcon- 
tents of both againft the prince. 

1099. I {hall record one a& of this king's, 
which being chiefly perfonal, may pafs ra- 
ther for a part of his character, than a point 
of hiftory. 

As he was hunting one day in the New 
Fore/l, a meflenger exprefs from Normandy, 
brought him intelligence, that Helie, count 
de la Flecbe, had laid clofe liege to Mans, and 
expedted to carry the town in a few days ; 
the king leaving his chace, commanded fome 

+ Equal to 1,400,000/. as money paffes now. 

about 
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about him to point whereabout Mam hji 
and fo rode ftraight on without refle&iou, 
until he came to the coaft. His attendants 
advifed him to wait until he had made pre- 
parations of men and money ; to which he 
only returned; " They that love me, will 
cc follow me." He entered the (hip in a vi- 
olent ftorm ; which the mariners beholding 
with aftonifhment, at length in great humn 
lity gave him warning of the danger; but 
the king commanded them inftantly to put 
off to fea, and not be afraid; for he had ne- 
ver in his life heard of any king that was 
drowned. In a few days he drove the ene- 
my from before* the city, and took the count 
himfelf prifoner, who raging at his defeat 
and captivity, exclaimed $, " That this blow 

" was 

% There is to much pleafantry and humour, as well 
as fpirit and heroifm in this ftory, as we have it record- 
ed by Wiiliam de Malmejbury, who reprefents the menace 
as thrown out in the king's prefence, that I (hall make 
no apology for fetting down his words at length. 
" Author turbarum Helias capitur ; cui ad fe auuucto 
<c rex ludibundus, c Habeo te, magifter, inquit.' At 
44 Hie, cujus alta nobiiitas nefciret etiam in tan to peri- 
44 culo fapere ; * Fortuito, inquit, me cepifti : fi pof- 
44 fum cvadere, novi quid faccrtm.' Tunc WUliel- 
44 mus, prae furore fere extra fe profit us, & obtuens 
* 4 Heliam, 4 Tu, inquit, nebalo, tu quid faceres! 
4C Difcedc ; abi ; fugc. Concede tibi ut facias quic- 
'•' quid potcris: et per vultum dc Luca, nihil fi me 

44 viceris, 
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* € was from Fortune ; but Valour could 
cc make reprifals, as he fhoijld (hew, if ever 
c * he regained his liberty." This being told 
the king, he fent for the count, let him tin- 
derftand that he had heard of his menaces, 
then gave him a fine horfe, bid him begone 
immediately, and defyed him to do his 
worft. 

' It Would have been an injury to thi6* 
prince's memory, to let pafs an adtion, by 
which he acquired more honor than from 
any other in his life, and by which it ap- 
peared that he was not without fome feeds 
of magnanimity, had they been better cul- 
tivated, or not overrun by the number or 
prevalency of his vices. 

I have met with nothing elfe in this 
king's reign that deferved to be remembred ; 
for, as to an unfuccefsful expedition or two 
againft Wales, either by himfelf or his ge- 
nerals; they were very inconfiderable both 
in a&ion and event, nor attended with any 
circumftances that might render a relatioi* 
of them of any ufe to pofterity, either for 
inftrudion or example. 

" viceris, nihil pro hac venia tecum pacifcar.'" /. e. 
By the face of St. Luke^ if thou fhouldft have the for- 
tune to conquer me, 1 fcorn to compound with thee for 
my releafe. 

Vol. VI. Z His 
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His death was violent and unexpe&ed, 
the effeft of cafualty; although this perhaps 
is the only misfortune of life to which the 
perfon of a prince is generally lefs fubjeft 
than that of other men. Being at his be- 
loved exercife of hunting in the New Forefi 
in Hampfiire, a large (lag crofled the way 
before him, the king hot on his game, cryed 
out in hafte ro Walter Tyrrel, a knight of his 
attendants, to fhootj Tyrrel, immediately 
let fly his arrowy which glancing againft a 
tree, ftruck the king through the heart, who 
fell dead to the ground without (peaking a 
word. Upon the furprife of this accident, 
all his -attendants, and Tyrrel * among the 
reft, fled different ways; until the fright be- 
ing a little over, fome of them returned, 
and caufing the body to be laid in a collier's 
cart, for want of other conveniency, con- 
veyed it in a very unbecoming contemptuous 
manner to Wincbejier y where it was buried 
the next day without folemnity, and which 
is worfe, without grief. 

I (hall conclude the hiftory of this prince's 
reign, with a defcription and character of 
his body and mind, impartially from th^ eol- 

* Yet Eadmer faith, That Tyrrtl told him, he had 

not been in the Forcit that day. 
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lefliops I have made; which method I (hall 
obferve likewife in all the fucceeding reigns. 
He was in ftature fomewhat below the 
ufual fize, and big-bellyed, but he was well 
and ftrongly knit. His hair Was yellow or 
fandy; his fact red, which got him the 
name of Ri/fus; his forehead flat; his eyes 
were fpotted, and appeared of different co- 
lours; he was apt to flutter in fp^aking, 
efpecially when he was angry ; he was vi- 
gorous and adtive, and very hardy to endure 
fatigues, which he owed to a good confti- 
tution of health, and the frequent exercife 
of hunting ; in his drefs he afFedled gayety 
and expence, which having been firft intro- 
duced by this prince into his court and king- 
dom, grew, in fucceeding reigns, an intole- 
rable grievance. He alfo firft brought in 
among us the luxury and profufion of great 
tables. There was in him, as in all other 
men, a mixture of virtues and vices, and 
that in a pretty equal degree, only the mif- 
fortune was, that the latter, although not 
more numerous, were yet much more pre- 
valent than the former. For being entirely 
a man of pleafure, this made him facrifice 
all his good qualities, and gave him too many 
occafions of producing his ill ones. He had 

Z 2 one 
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one very Angular virtue for a prince, which 
was that of being true to his word and pro- 
mife-f-: he was of undoubted perfonal va- 
lour, whereof the writers in thole ages pro- 
duce feveral inftances ; nor did he want fkiil 
and condudt in the procefs of war. But, his 
peculiar excellency, was that of great dif- 
patch, which, however ufually decried, and 
allowed to be only a happy temerity, does 
often anfwer all the ends of fecrecy and 
coanfel in a great commander, by furprifing 
and daunting an enemy when he leaft ex- 
petts it; as may appear by the greateft 
adtions and events upon the records of every 
nation. 

He was a man of found natural fenfe, as 
well as of wit and humour, upon occafion. 
There were feveral tenets in the RomiJJj 
church he could not digeft; particularly 
that of the faint's interceflion ; and living 
in an age overrun with fuperftition, he went 
fo far into the other exiream, as to be cen- 
fured for an Atheift. The day before his 
death, a monk relating a terrible dream, 

t Yet he was fometimes guilty of breach of his 
faith in treaties. But, he is not the only prince who 
in different characters had different measures of right 
an J wrong ; a public and a private cpfl&ience, 

which 
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which feemed to forbode him fame misfor- 
tune, the king being told the matter, turned 
it into a jeft ; faid, The man was a Monk, 
and dreamt like a Monk, for lucre fake; 
and therefore commanded Fitzhamon to give 
him an hundred {hillings, that he might not 
complain he had dreamt to no purpofe. 

His vices appear to have been rather de- 
rived from the temper of his body, than any 
original depravity of his mind ; for being 
of a fanguine complexion, wholly bent upon 
bis pleafures, and prodigal in his nature, he 
became engaged in great expences J. To 
fupply thefe, the people were perpetually 
opprefled with illegal taxes and exadtions ; 
but that fbrt of avarice which arifes from, 
prodigality and vice, as it is always needy, 

% Not from his attachment to grofler pleafures ; but 
from his vanity, ftudy of magnificsnee, buildings, af- 
fectation of generoiity, and profuienefs in rewarding 
the bravery of his' fold ic:s. The Monks bring againit 
him a general charge of incontmency ; but mention no 
particulars : No fpurious iilue is heard cf; no miflrefs 
ra'fed to rank and fplcndour; not the name of any of 
hjs private favourites has reached us. Had he been as 
tractable to Anfehn^ as E>igar was to Dunjlan \ had he 
laid his fevptre under the feet of that infolent bigot ; 
the fame Monks would have celebrated his piety, and 
pa/i'iu-ed nis failings ; as the popes were equally grateful 
ti> Lhujiun> Anfehrii and Becket, by exalting thofe in- 
cendiaries into faints. 

Z i fo 
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fo it is much more ravenous and violent 
than the other, which put the king and his 
evil inftrumcnts (among whom Ralph y biflicp 
of Durham, is of fpecial infamy) upon thofe 
pernicious methods of gratifying his extra- 
vagances by all manner of oppreflion ; where- 
of fome are already mentioned, and others 
are too foul to relate. 

He is generally taxed by writers for dif- 
covering a contempt of religion in his com- 
mon difcourfe and behaviour; which I take 
to have rifen from the fame fountain, being 
a point of art, and a known expedient, for 
men who cannot quit their immoralities, at 
leaft to banifh all reflexions that may difturb 
them in the enjoyment, which muft be done 
cither by not thinking of religion at all; 
or, if it will obtrude, by putting it out of 
countenance. 

Yet there is one inftance that might (hew 
him to have fome fenfe of religion as well 
as juftice. When two Monks were outvy- 
ing each other in canting the price of an 
abbey, he obferved a third at fome diilance, 
who faid never a word ; the king demanded 
why he would not offer; the Monk faid, he 
was poor, and befides, would give nothing 
if he were ever fo rich; the king replyed, 

Then 
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Then you arc the fitteft perfon to have it, 
and immediately gave it him. But this is, 
perhaps with reafon enough, afligaed more 
to caprice than confcience ; for he was un- 
der the power of every humour and paflion 
that poflefled him for the prefent ; which 
made him obftinate in his refolves, and un- 
fteady in the profecution. 

He had one vice or folly that feemed root- 
ed in his mind, and of all others, mod un- 
befitting a prince : This was, a proud dis- 
dainful manner, both in his words and 
gefture ; and having already loft the love of 
his fubjedts by his avarice and oppreflion,. 
this finifhed the work, by bringing, him into 
contempt and hatred among his fervants j fo 
that few among the worft of princes have 
had the luck to be fo ill-beloved, or fo little 
lamented. 

He never married, having, an invincible 
abhorrence for the flate, although not for 
the fex. 

He died in the thirteenth year of his. 
reign, the forty-third of his age, and of 
Gbrijl i ioo, Auguft 2. 

His works of piety were few, but in build- 
ings he was very expenfive, exceeding any 
king of England before or fince, among; 
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( 344 ) 

which Wejlminjter-Hall, Wind/or Cqftle, the 
Tower of London, and the whole city of 
Carlijle, remain lading monuments of his 
magnificence. 

The REIGN of 

HENRY the FIRST. 

1 HIS prince was the youngeft: fon of 
William the Conqueror, and bred to more 
learning than was ufual in that age, or to 
his rank, which got him the furname of 
Beauclerc ; the reputation whereof, together 
with his being born in England, and born 
fon of a king, although of little weight in 
themfelves, did very much ftrengthen his 
pretenfions with the people. Befides, he 
had the fame advantage of his brother Ro- 
bert's abfence, which had proved before fo 
fuccefsful to Rufus, whofe treafures he like- 
tvife fcized on immediately at his death, 
^fter the fame manner, and for the fame 
end, as Rufus did thofe of his father the 
Co^gueror. Robert had been now five years 
abfent in the Holy War, where he acquitted 
pfmfelf with great glory; and although he 

was 
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was now in Apulia, upon his return home* 
ward, yet the nobles pretending not to know 
what was become of him, and others giving 
out that he had been elected king o£Jerufa~ 
km, Henry laid hold of the occafion, and 
calling together an aflembly of the clergy, 
nobles, and people of the realm at London* 
upon his promifes to reftore king Edward's 
laws, and redrefs the grievances which had 
been introduced by his father and brother, 
they confented to elcdt him king *. Im- 
mediately after his coronation, he proceeded 
Upon reforming the abufes of the late reign : 
he banifhed diflblute perfons from the court, 
who had long infefted it under the protec- 
tion and example of Rufus : he reftored the 
people to the v& of lights in the night, 

* Notwithstanding the phrafe cleftus eft be ufed on 
this very occafion by Henry of Huntingdon^ and William 
of Malmejbury^ there feeros to be a manifeft impropriety 
in it. The barons convened at London, upon news of 
lViUiam% death, pretended to no power of electing a 
monarch, but of declaring to whom the crown had de- 
volved. A falie charge of illegitimacy was made ufe of 
to deftroy the title of Robert. Impofuerttnt ei illegiti- 
matenty quod non fuerat procreatus de legiiimo thoro WiU 
lielmi Conquejloris ; unde unanimi ajpnfu fuo ipfum refu- 
taverunty & pro Rege omnino recujaverunt^ iff Henricum 
fratrem in Re«em creaverunt. Knyghton. The body of 
barons, or ^reat council of the land, were in all fuch 
e/nergencies deemed the interpreters or judges, pf the 
Jaw of fucceflion. 

which 
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which the Conqueror had forbidden, after a 
certain hour, by the ringing of a bell. Then 
he publiflied his charter, and ordered a copy 
thereof to be taken for every county in Eng- 
land. This charter was in fubltancc ; The 
freedom of Mother Church from former op- 
preffions; leave to the heirs of nobles to 
fucceedin thepofleffion of their lands, with- 
out being obliged to redeem them, only pay- 
ing to the king a moderate relief -f-; aboli- 
tion of fines for licence of marriage to theic 

t This was in appearance a very important concep- 
tion, and yet proved of little ufe ; for fo long as the 
meafure and proportion of fiich relief (or fine upon ad- 
mittance) was left undetermined, a door was ftill opefl. 
for grievous exactions. Whence the barons, in their fa- 
rnous convention with king John^ obliged him to fettle 
the relief of their heirs, at 100 pounds for an earl's, 
barony, ioo marks for a common barony, and 100- 
fhillings for a knight's fief; which was the ancient 
fine upon fuccefiion, and was fuppofed to be a fourth 
part of the yearly income of the refpe&ive inheritances. 
See Magna Cbarta, art. 3. " Hares fuut plena atatis 

** habeat bareditatem fuam per antiquum relevium% 

* c fciL hares comitis y &c." That there were very great 
abufes in this branch of the royal revenue in the pre- 
ceding reign, may appear from the relief exacted of R»* 
bert de Belefme earl of Shrew/bury* upon his fucceeding 
in 1C98 to the baronies of his elder brother : this, we arc' 
told by Ordericus Vitalis^ was 3000 /. an enormous fum 
in thofe times, and equivalent to about 69,700/. in 
the prefent. A nobleman, reduced to compound in 
this manner with the crown, before he could have 
legal pofleflion of his paternal cftate, might well be faid 
to redeem it. 

heirefles; 
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heirefles ; a promife of not refufing fuch 
licence, unlels the match [Topofcd be with 
the king^s enemy J, &c. the next of kin to 
be guardians of the lands of orphans ; pu- 
nifhments for coiners of falfc money; a 
confirmation of St. Edward's laws $ and a 
general amnefty. 

About the fame time he performed two 
afts of juftice, which, by gratifying the re- 
venge and the love of the people, gained very 
much upon their affedtions to his pcrfon : 
the firft was, to imprifon Ralph bifliop of 
Durham^ who having been raifed by the late 
king from a mean and fordid birth to be his 
prime confident and minifter, became the 
chief inftrument, as well as contriver, of all 
his oppreflions : the fecond was, in recalling 
and reftoring archbifhop An/elm, who hav- 
ing been fQrced by the continual perfec- 
tions of the fame prince, to leave England, 
had lived evqr fince in banifhment, and de- 
priyed of all his revenues. 

. The king had not been many months on 
his throne, when the news came that duke 
Robert, returned from the Holy Land, was 
received by his fubjedls with great marks of 

X i. *. with a traitor or malccontent. 

joy 
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joy and honour, and in univerfal reputation 
for his valour and fuccefs againft the Infi- 
dels : foon after which, Ralph bi(hop of 
Durham* either by the negligence or cor- 
ruption of his keepers, efcaped out of prifon, 
and fled over to the duke ; whom he ftirred 
up to renew and folicit his pretenfions to the 
crown of England, by writing to feveral no- 
bles, who, either through old friendship, 
or new difcontent, or an opinion of his title, 
gave him promifes of their afliltance, as foon 
as heflioulj land in England ;, but the duke 
having returned exceeding poor from the 
Holy Land, was not yet in a condition for 
fuch an undertaking, and therefore thought 
fit to defer it to a more feafonable oppor- 
tunity. 

As the king had hitherto, with great in- 
dnftry, fought all occafions to gratify his 
people, fo he continued to do ih the choice 
of a wife. This was Matilda, daughter of 
Malcolm the late king of Scots; a lady of 
grtv.t piety and virtue, who, by the power 
or perlbaiion of her friends, was prevailed 
with to leave her cloyfter for a crown, after 
fhe had, as fome writers report, already 
taken the veil. Her mother was fitter to 
E//gar Athelingy the laft heir male of the 

Saxon 
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Saxon race; of whom frequent mention hath 
been made in the two preceding reigns : and 
thus the Saxon line, to the great content- 
ment of the Englifb nation, was again re- 
flored. 

Duke Robert, having now with much dif- 
ficulty and oppreflion of his fubjedts, raifed 
great forces, and gotten ready a fleet to con- 
vey them, refblved once more to aflert his 
title to the crown of England: to which 
end he had for fome time held a fecret cor- 
refpondence with feveral nobles, and lately 
received frefh invitations. The king, on the 
other fide, who had received timely intelli- 
gence of his brother's preparations, gave or- 
ders to his admirals to watch the fea-ports, 
and endeavour to hinder the enemy's land- 
ing : but the commanders of feveral (hips, 
whether Robert had won them by his bribes, 
or his promifes, inftead of offering refiftance, 
became his guides, and brought his fleet fafe 
into Port/mouth, where he landed his men, 
and from thence marched to Winchejler, his 
army hourly encreafing by great numbers of 
people, who had either an afledlion for his 
pcrfon, an opinion of his title, or a hatred 
to the king. In the mean time Henry ad- 
vanced with his forces, to be near the duke, 

and 
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and obferve his motions ; but, fifcc a wife 
general, forbore offering battle to an inva- 
der, until he might do it with manifeft ad- 
vantage. Eefides, he knew very well that 
his brother was a jrerfon whofe policy was 
much inferior to his vilour, and therefore 
to be fooner overcome in a treaty than a 
fight : to this end, the nobles on both fides 
began to have frequent interviews ; to make 
overtures ; and at laft concert the terms of a 
peace; but wholly to the advantage of the 
king, Robert renouncing his pretenfions in 
confideration of a imall penfion, and of fuc- 
ceeding to the crown on default of male iffue 
in his brother. 

The defedion of nobles and other people 
to the duke was lb great, that men generally 
thought if it had come to a battlfe, the king 
would have loft both the vi&cry and his 
crown. But Robert, upon his return to AV- 
tnandy after this dishonourable peace, grew 
out of all reputation with the world, as well 
as into perfedt hatred and contempt among 
his own fubjeds, which in a fhort time was 
the caufe of his ruin. 

The king having thus by his prudence 
got rid of a dangerous and troublefome rival, 
and foon after by his valour quelled the in- 

furredions 
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furrettioiis of the earls of Shrewjbury and 
Mortain, whom he forced to, fly into Nor- 
mandy, found himfelf in full peace at home 
and abroad, and therefore thought he might 
venture a contention with the Church about 
the right of inverting bifliops ; upon which 
fubjeft many other princes at that time had 
controverfy with their clergy : but, after 
long ftruggling in vain, were all forced to 
yield at laft to the decree of a fynod in 
Rome, arid to the pertinacy of the bifhops 
in the feveral countries. The form of in- 
verting a bilhop, was by delivery of a ring 
and a paftoral ftaff; which, at Rome, was 
declared unlawful to-be performed by any 
lay-hand whatfoever ; but the princes of 
Cbrijlendom pleaded immemorial cuftom to 
authorize them : and king Henry, having 
given the inveftiture to certain bifhops, 
commanded Anfelm to confecrate them. 
This the archbifhop refufed with great firm, 
nefs, puriuant to what he underftood to be 
his duty, and to feveral immediate com- 
mands of the pope. Both fides adhering to 
their own fentiments, the matter was car- 
ried to Rome, where Anfelm went in perfon> 
by the king's defire ; who, at the fame time, 
feat ambaffadors thither to aflcrt and defend 

his 
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his caufe; but the pope ftill infixing, An* 
/elm was forbidden to return to England. 
The king feized on all his revenues, and 
would not reftore him, until upon other 
conceflions of the pope, Henry was content 
to yield up his pretenfions to the invefti- 
ture ; but, however, kept the right of eleft- 
ing ftill in his own hands. 

Whatever might have been the method of 
electing bifhops, in the more primitive ages, 
it feems plain to me that in thefe times, and 
fomewhat before, although the election was 
made per clerum & populum ; yet the king 
always nominated at firft, or approved after- 
wards, and generally both, as may be feen 
by the ftyle in which their elections ran, as 
well as by the perfons chofen, who were 
ufually churchmen of the court, or in fome 
employment near the king. But whether 
this were a gradual encroachment of the re- 
gal upon the fpiritual power, 1 had rather 
leave others to difpute. 

1 104. About this time duke Robert came 
to England, upon a vifit to the king, where 
he was received with much kindnefs and 
hofpitality ; but, at the fame time, the queen 
had private dire&ions to manage his eafy, 
temper, and work him to a confent of re- 
mitting 



( 353 ) 
hiitting his penfion : this was compafled 
.without much difficulty : but, upon the 
duke's return to Normandy, he was feverely 
reproved for his weaknefs by Ralph biihop 
of Durham, and the two earls of Mortain 
and Sbrewjhury. Thefe three having fled 
from England for rebellion, and other trea- 
sons, lnjed exiles in Normandy ; . and, bear- 
ing an inveterate hatred to the king, re- 
folved to flir up the duke to a refentment 
of the injury and fraud of his brother. Ro- 
bert, who was various in his nature, and 
always under the power of the prefent per- 
fuader, eafily yielded to their incitements : 
reproached the king in bitter terms, by let- 
ters and meflages, that he had cozened and 
circumvented him ; demanding fatisfadlion, 
and withal threatening revenge. At the fame 
time, by the advice of the three nobles al- 
ready mentioned, he began to arm himfelf 
as formidably as he could, with defign to 
feize upon the king's pofleffions in Nor- 
mandy : but as this relblution was rafhly 
taken up, fo it was as faintly purfucd, and 
ended in his definition : neither hath any 
prince reafon to expedt better fortune, that 
engages in a war againft a powerful neigh- 
bour upon the counfel or inftigation of ex- 
Vol. VI. A a iles, 
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Hies, who having no farther vievr tfiah iff 
ferve their private intereft, or gratify their 
revenge, are fbre to fucceed in one or t'o- 
ther, if they can embark princes in their 
quarrel, whom they fail not to incite" by the 
falfeft reprefentations of their own ftrength, 
and the weaknefs of their enemy : for as the? 
king was now fettled in his throne too fiim 
to be fhaken, (o Robert had wholly loft alt 
credit and friendship in England ; was funk 
in reputation at home; and, by his unli- 
mited profufenefs, reduced fb low, that, 
having pawned moft of his dominions, he 
had offered Rouen, his capital city, in fale to 

the inhabitants. All this was very 
1 105 well known to the king, who, re- 

folving to make his advantage there- 
of, pretended to- be highly provoked at the 
difgraceful fpeeches and menaces of his bro- 
ther ; which he made the formal occafion 
of a quarrel: therefore he firft fent overlbme 
forces to ravage his country; and*, under- 
ftanding that the duke was coldly fupportfcd 1 
by his own fubjedts, many of whom came 
over to the king's army, he foon followed 
in perfon with more; took feveral towns;. 
and, placing garrifons therein, came back 
to England^ defining with the firft pretext 

or 
G 
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r opportunity to return with a more poteht 
rmy, and wholly fubduc the duchy to his 
bedience. 

Robert, now grown fcnfible of his weak- 
efs, became wholly difpirited ; and folio w- 
lg his brother into England, in a mod de- 
eded manner begged for peace : but the 
ing, now fully determined upon his ruiri, 
urned away in difdain, muttering at the 
imc time fome threatning words. This in-* 
ignity roufed up once more the finking 
ourage of the duke ; who, with bitter 
rords, detefling the pride and infolence of 
lenry, withdrew in a rage, and hafting back 
5 Normandy, made what preparations he 
ould for his own defence. The king ob- 
:rving his nobles very ready to engage with 
im in this expedition ; and being allured 
hat thofe in Normandy would, upon his ap- 
roach, revolt from the duke, foon followed 
nth a mighty army, and the flower of his 
ingdom. Upon his arrival he was attended, 
ccording to his expe&ation, by feveral Nor- 
um lords ; and, with this formidable force, 
it down before fentrchebray : the duke, 
ccompanied by the two exiled earls, ad- 
anced with what ftrength he had, in hopes 
E> draw the enemy from the fiege of fo im- 
A a 2 portant 
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portant a place, although at the hazard of 
a battle. Both armies being drawn oat in 
battalia, that of the king's, trufting to their 

numbers, began the charge with great 
Iic6 fury, but without any order. The 

duke, with forces far inferior, re- 
ceived the enemy with much firmnefs ; and, 
finding they had fpent their firft heat, ad- 
vanced very regularly again ft their main bo- 
dy, before they could recover themfelves 
from the confufion they were in. He at- 
tacked them with fo much courage, that he 
broke their whole body, and they began 
to fly on every fide. The king believing all 
was loft, did what he could by threats and 
gentle words to flop the fl-ght of his men, 
but found it impoflible: then he command- 
ed two bodies of horfe, which were placed 
in either wing, to join, and wheeling about, 
to attack the enemy in the rear. The duke, 
who thought himfelf fo near a vidtory, was 
forced to ftop his purfuitj and ordering his 
men to face about, began the fight anew ; 
mean time the fcattered parts of the main 
body, which had fo lately fled, began to 
rally, and pour in upon the Normans behind, 
by which duke Robert's army was almoft 
encompafled ; yet they kept their ground 

awhile, 
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-awhile, and made feveral charges, until at 
length, perfe&ly overborne by numbers, they 
were utterly defeated. There duke Robert^ 
doing all the parts of a great captain, was 
taken prifoner, together with the earl of 
Mortain, and almoft his whole army : for 
being hemmed in on all fides, few 
of them could make their efcape. 1107 
Thus, in the fpace of forty years, 
Normandy fubdued England, and England 
Normandy ; which are events perhaps hardly 
to be paralleled in any other ages or parts of 
the world. 

The king, having ftaid awhile to fettle 
the ftate of Normandy, returned with his bro- 
ther into England, whom he fent prifoner to 
Cardiff caftle, with orders that he fhould be 
favourably ufed, which, for fome time, were 
duly obferved; until being accufed of at- 
tempting to make his efcape (whether it were 
real or feigned) he had his eyes put out with 
a burning bafin, by the king's exprefs com- 
mands ; in which miferable condition ha 
lived for fix and twenty years. 

It is believed the king would hardly have 
engaged in this unnatural and invidious war, 
with fo little pretence or provocation, if the 
pope had not openly approved and ian&ified 

A a 3 his 
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his caufe, exhorting him to it as a merits 
rious adtion ; which feems to have been but 
an ill return from the vicar of Chrifttot 
prince who had performed fo many brave 
iexploits for the fervice of the Church, to the 
hazard of his perfon, and ruin of his fortune. 
But the very bigotted monks, who have left 
us their accounts of thofe times, do gene* 
rally agree in heavily taxing the Roman court 
for bribery and corruption. And the king 
had promifed to remit his right of inverting 
bifhops, which he performed immediately 
after his reduction of Normandy, and was a 
matter of much more fervice to the pope, 
than all the atchievements of duke Robert 
in the Holy Land, whofe merits, as well as 
pretentions, were now antiquated and out of 
date. 

1 1 09. About this time the emperor Henry 
V. fent to defire Maude the king's daughter 
in marriage, who was then a child about 
eight years old : that prince had lately beeq 
embroiled in a quarrel with the fee of Rome, 
which began upon the fame fubjeft of in- 
verting bifhops, but was carried to great ex- 
tremities : for invading Italy with a mighty 
army, he took the pope prifoner, forced him 
to yield to whatever terms he thought fit to 

impofe, 



( 359 ) 

impofe, and to take an oath of fidelity to 
him between his hands: however, as foon 
.as Henry had withdrawn his forces, the pope 
aflembling a council, revoked all his con- 
-ceflions, as extorted by compulsion, and raifed 
great troubles in Germany againft the em- 
peror, who, in order to fecure himfelf, fought 
this alliance with the king. 

About this time likewife died archbifhop 
Anfelm, a prelate of great piety and learn- 
ing, whofe zeal for the fee of Rome, as well 
as for his own rights and privileges, fhould 
in juftice be imputed to the errors of the 
time, and not of the man. After his death, 
the king, following the fteps of his brother, 
held the fee vacant five years, contenting 
himfelf with an excufe, which looked like 
a jeft, That he only waked until he could 
find another fo good a man as Anfelm. 

In the fourteenth year of this king's reign, 
the Weljhy after their ufual manner, invaded 
the Marches with great fury and deftruo 
tion ; but the king, hoping to put a final 
^nd to thofe perpetual troubles and vexa- 
tions given to his kingdom by that unquiet 
people, went in perfon againft them with a 
powerful army ; and to prevent their ufual 
Ity-atagem of retreating to their woods and 
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mountains, and other faftnefles, he ordered 
the woods to be cut down, befet all their 
places of fccurity, and hunting them like 
wild beafts, made fo terrible a flaughtcr, 
that at length obferving them to fling down 
their arms, and beg for quarter, he com- 
manded his foldiers to forbear ; then receiv- 
ing their fubmiflions, and placing garrifons 
where he thought neccfiary, he returned, in 
great triumph and fatisfadtion, to London. 

1 1 14, The princefs Maude being now 
marriageable, was delivered to the emperor's 
ambafiador ; and for a portion to the young 
lady a tax was impofed of three {hillings 
upon every hide of land in England, which 
grew afterwards into a cuftom *, and was in 
fuccceding times confirmed by adts of par- 
liament, under the name of Reafonable Aid 
for marrying the Kings Daughter, although 
Jqvicd after a different manner. 

* This fort of impofmon was new to the Englijh\ 
but was a confequence of the military tenure eftablifhcd 
by the Conqueror. The like a'ul % or fcuiage y as it was 
called, had been levied in other parts of Europe, where- 
ver the feudal fyftem had taken place, as oft as the lord 
q( the fief hadoccafion to celebrate the nuptials of his 
cldeft daughter, or the knighthood of his eldeft fon. 
We (hould have heard of this demand earlier in Eng- 
land, if any fuch occafion had happened. Maude was 
the firft princefs-royal given in marriage after the con- 
flucft, 

A* 
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As the inftitution of parliaments in Eng- 
land is agreed by feveral writers to be owing 
to this king, fo the date of the firft hath been 
affigned by fome to the fifteenth year of his 
reign ; which however is not to be affirmed 
with any certainty : for great councils were 
convoked not only in the two preceding 
reigns, but for time immemorial by the 
Saxon princes, who firft introduced them 
into this ifland, from the fame original with 
the other Gothick forms of government in 
moft parts of Europe. Thefe councils or af- 
fcmblies were compofed according to the 
pleafure of the prince who convened them, ' 
generally of nobles and bifliops, fometimes 
were added fome confiderable commoners; 
but they feldom met, except in the begin- 
ning of a reign, or in times of war, until 
this king came to the crown ; who being a 
wife and popular prince, called thefe great 
aflemblies upon moft important affairs of his 
reign, and ever followed their advice, which, 
if it proved fuccefsful, the honour and ad- 
vantage redounded to him, and if otherwife, 
he was free from the blame : thus when he 
chofe a wife for himfelf, and a huiband for 
his daughter, when he defigned his expedi- 
tion againft Robert, and even for the ele&ion 

of 
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of an archbifhop to the fee of Canterbury, 
he proceeded wholly by the advice of fuch 
general affcmblies, fummoned for the pur- 
pofe. But the ftyle of thefe conventions, 
as delivered by feveral authors, is very vari- 
ous; fometimes it is comites, barones, & 
cleri'f; his marriage was agreed on, confilio 
majorum natu Gf magna turn terra. One au- 
thor % calls it confiRum prinapum, facerdo- 
turn, & reliqui populi. And for the ele&ioa 
of an archbifliop, the Saxon Chronicle fays, 
That he commanded by letters all bifhops, 
abbots, and thanes to n>eet him at Glocefier 
adprocerum conyentum. L»ftly, fbme affirm 
thefe aflemblies to have been an imitation of 
the three eftates in Normandy. I am very 
fenfiblc how much time and p»ing have been 
employed by feveral learned men to fearch 
out the original of parliaments in England, 
wherein I doubt they have little fatisfied 
others or themfelves. I know likewife that 
to engage in the fame enquiry, would nei- 
ther fuit my abilities nor my fubje£L It may 
be fufficient for my purpofe, if I be able to 
give fome little light into this matter, for the 
curiofity of thofe who are lefs informed. 

f Brompton. % Pclyd,n Virgil. 
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The inflitution of a ftate ox common- 
wealth out of a mixture of the three forms 
pf government received in the fchools, how- 
ever it be derided as a folecifm and abfurdity 
by fome late writers on politicks, hath been 
yery ancient in the world, and is celebrated 
by the graved authors of antiquity. For 
glthough the fupreme power cannot pro- 
perly be faid to be divided, yet it may be Co 
placed in three feveral hands, as each to be 
a check upon the other ; or formed into a 
balance, which is held by him that has the 
executive power, with the nobility and peo- 
ple in counterpoife in each fcale. Thus the 
kingdom of Media is reprefented by Xeno- 
pbon before the reign of Cyrus ; ioPolybius 
'tells us, the beft government is a mixture of 
the three forms, regno, optimatium, G? populi 
imperio : the fame was that of Sparta in its 
primitive inftitution by Lycurgus, made up 
t>freges,feniores, &popu!us; the like maybe 
aflerted of Rome, Carthage, and other ftatcs : 
and the Germans of old fell upon the fame 
model, from whence the Gotbs their neigh- 
bours, with the reft of thofe northern peo- 
ple, did perhaps borrow it. But an aflembly 
bf the three eftates is not properly of Go* 
thick inftitution: for thefe fierce people, 
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when upon the decline of the Roman em- 
pire they firft invaded Europe, and fettled fo 
many kingdoms in Italy, Spain, and other 
parts, were all heathens ; and when a body 
of them had fixed themfelvcs in a tradfc of 
land left dcfolate by the flight or deftruc- 
tion of the natives, their military govern- 
ment by time and peace became civil ; the 
general was king, his great officers were his 
nobles and minifters of ftate, and the com- 
mon foldiers the body of the people ; but 
thefe were freemen, and had fmaller portions 
of land affigned them. The remaining na- 
tives were all flaves; the nobles were a 
flanding council ; and upon affairs of great 
importance, the freemen were likewife call- 
ed by their reprefentatives to give their ad- 
vice. By which it appears, that the Gothick 
frame of government confided at firft but of 
two ftates or aflemblics, under the admini- 
ftration of a fingle perfon. But after the 
convcrfion of thefe princes and their people 
to the Chriftian faith, the Church became 
endowed with great poffeffions, as well by 
the bounty of kings, as the arts and induftry 
©f the clergy, winning upon the devotion 
ef their new converts : and power, by the 
jpommQn maxim, always accompanying pro- 
perty, 
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perty, the ecclefiafticks began foon to gtotr 
confiderable, to form themfelves into a body, 
and to call aflemblies or fynods by their 
own authority, or fometimes by the com- 
mand of their princes, who in an ignorant 
age had a mighty veneration for their learn- 
ing as well as piety. By fuch degrees the 
Church arrived at length, by very juftiiiable 
fteps, to have her fhare in the common- 
wealth, and became a third eft ate in moil: 
kingdoms of Europe; but thefe aflemblies, 
as we have already obferved, were feldom 
called in England before the reign of 'this 
prince, nor even then were always compofed 
after the fame manner : neither does it ap- 
pear from the writers who lived neareft to 
that age, that the people had any repre- 
fentative at all, befide the barons and other 
nobles, who did not fit in thofe aflemblies 
by virtue of their birth or creation, but of 
the lands or baronies they held. So that the 
prefent conflitution of the Eng/i/b parliament 
hath, by many degrees and alterations, been, 
modelled to the frame it is now in ; which 
alterations I /hall obferve in the fucceeding 
reigns as exadtly as I can difcover them by a 
diligent fearch into the hiftories ©f the feve- 
ral ages, without engaging in the contro- 
verted 
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Verted points of law about this hiattef, 
which would rather perplex the reader than 
inform him. 

1 1 1 6. But to return, Lttoii the Grafs king 
of France, a valiant and a&ive prince, in the 
flower of his age, fuccecding to that crown 
that Robert was deprived of Normandy, grew 
jealous of the neighbourhood and power of 
king Henry, and begun early to entertain 
defigns cither of fubduing that duchy to 
himfelf, or at lead of making a confide- 
rable party againft the king in favour of 
William fon of Robert, whom for that end 
he had taken into his protection, Purfuant 
to thefe intentions, he foon found an occafion 
for a quarrel: expoftulating with Henry, that 
he had broken his promife by not doing ho- 
mage for the. duchy of Normandy, as well 
as by neglc&ing to raze the caftle of Gifort, 
which was built on the French fide of the 
river Epte, the common boundary between' 
both dominions *. 

But 

* Some years before there had been a treaty con- 
cluded between France and Normandy ; wherein, among 
other points, it was agreed, That the frontier town 
Gifors fhould be fequeftered in the hands of a baron 
called Payen, who was to receive into it neither Englifc 
nor Normal^ nor French troops ; but in cafe it fhould 
fall inU the hands of either of the two kings, it was* 

ftipulated 
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fiut an incident foon offered, which gave 
iing Henry a pretext for retaliating almofl 
in the fame manner : for it happened that 
tipon fome offence taken againft his nephew 
Theobald count of Blots by the French king, 
Louis in great rage fent an army to invade 
and ravage the earl's territories. Theobald 
defended himfclf for a while with much va- 
lour ; .but at length in danger to be over- 
powered, requefted aid of his uncle the 
king of England, who fupported him fa 
effectually with men and money, that he 
was able not only to defend his own coun- 
try, but very much to infeft and annoy hi& 
enemy. Thus a war was kindled between 
the two kings ; Louis now openly aflerted 
the title of William the fon of Robert, and 
entering into an alliance with the earls of 
Flanders and Anjou> began to concert mea- 
fures for driving king Henry out of Nor- 
mandy. 

The king having timely intelligence of 
Bis enemy's defigns, began with great vigour 
and difpatch to prepare himfclf for war : he 

ftipulated that flic walls (hould be razed within the 
fpace of forty days. Notwithstanding this, Henry had 
feized the place ; and when called upon to fequcfter it* 
©r elfe to raze the walls, declined the doing either. Fa- 
ther DanicU 

raifed. 
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rafted, with much difficulty and difcontcnt 
of his people, the greatcft tax that had ever 
been known in England $ and paffing over 
into Normandy with a mighty army, joined 
his nephew Theobald. The king of France, 
who had entertained hopes that he fhould 
over-run the duchy before his enemy could 
arrive, advanced with great fecurity towards 
the frontiers of Normandy, but obferving an 
enemy of equal number and force already 
prepared to engage him, he fuddenly ftopt 
his march. The two armies faced one an- 
other for fome hours, neither fide offering 
battle ; the reft of the day "was fpent in light 
fkirmiflies begun by the French % and repeated 
for fome days following with various fuccefs; 
but the remainder of the year paflcd without 
any confiderable a&ion. 

1 1 19. At length the violence of the two 
princes brought it to a battle : for Lewis, 
to give a reputation to his arms, advanced 
towards the frontiers of Normandy, and after 
a fliort fiege took Gut Nicaife * ; there th« 
king met him, and the fight began, which 
continued with great obftinacy on both fides 
for nine hours. The French army was di* 

* At that time reckoned an important fortrefs on the 
river Epte. 

3 vided 
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vided into two bodies, and the EngHJh into 
three ; by which means, that part where 
the king fought in perfon, being attacked 
by a fuperior number, began to give way; 
and William Crifpin^ a Norman baron, Ang- 
ling out the king of England (whofe fubjecft 
he had been, butbanifhedfortreafon) ftruck 
him twice in the head with fo much violence, 
that the blood guftied out of his mouth. 
-The king inflamed with rage and indigna- 
tion, dealt fuch furious blows, that he ftruck 
down feveral of his enemies, and Crifpin 
among the reft, who was taken prifoner at 
. his horfe's feet. The foldiers encouraged by 
the valour of their prince, rallied and fell on 
with frefh vigour, and the vidory feemed 
doubtful, whenJYilliaw the fon of kwgHenry, 
to whom his father had intruded the third 
body of his army, which had not yet en- 
gaged, fell on with this frefli referve upon 
the enemy, who was already very much har- 
raffed with the toil of the day : this quickly 
decided the matter -, for the French, though 
valiantly fighting, were overcome, with the 
daughter of feveral thoufand men; their 
king quitted the field, and withdrew to An- 
deli-, but the king of England recovering 
Gue Nicaife, returned triumphant to Rouen. 
Vol. VI. Bb This~ 
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This important vidtory was followed fey 
the defection of the earl of Anjou to king 
Henry \ and the earl of Flanders fell in the 
battle ; by which the king of France was 
at once deprived of two powerful allies. 
However, by the interceflion of the former, 
a peace was foon after made between both 
crowns. William the king's fon did homage 
to Louis for the dukedom of Normandy i and 
the other William, following the fortunes of 
his father, was left to his pretenfions and 
complaints. 

It is here obfervable, that from this time 
until Wales was fubducd to the EngHJh crown, 
the eldeft fons of England were called dukes 
of Normandy^ as they are now princes of 
Wales. 

1 120. The kjng having ftaid fbme time 
in Normandy, for the fettlement of his duchy 
after the calamities and confuGons of a war, 
returned to England, to the very great fatif- 
fadion of his people and himfeif. He had 
enlarged his dominions by the conqueft of 
Normandy ; he had fubdued all his compe- 
titors, and forced even the king of France* 
their great protedlor, after a glorious vi&ory, 
to his own conditions of a peace ; he wa? 
upon very good terms with the pope, who 
i had 
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bad a great cfteem and friendfliip for hi? 
perfon, and made him larger coocefllons 
than was ufual from that fee, and in thole 
ages. At home he was refpedted by the 
clergy, reverenced by the nobles, and be- 
loved by the people ; in his family he was 
blefled with a fon of much hopes, juft grow- 
ing to years of manhood, and his daughter 
was an emprefs ; fo that he feemed to pof- 
fefs as great a (hare of happinefs as human 
life is capable to admit. But the felicity of 
man depends upon a conjunction of many 
circumftances, which are all fubjedt to va- 
rious accidents, and every fingle accident is 
able to diflblve the whole contexture; which 
truth was never verified more than in this 
prince, who by one domeflick misfortune, 
not to be prevented or forefeen, found all the 
pleafure and content he propofed to himfelf 
by his prudence, his induftry, and his valour, 
wholly difappointed and deftroyed : for 7*7/- 
Ham the young prince having embarked at 
Barjieur fome time after his father, the ma- 
riners being all drunk, fufFered the (hip to 
run upon a rock, where it was dafhed to 
pieces : the prince made a fhift to get into 
the boat, and was making to the fhore, until 
forced back by the cries of his fifter, whom 

B b 2 he 
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he received into the boat, fo many other? 
crouded in at the fame time, that it was 
immediately overturned. There perifhed, 
befide the prince, a natural ion and daugh- 
ter of the king's, his niece, and many other 
perfons of quality, together with all their 
attendants and fervants, to the number of a 
hundred and forty, befides fifty mariners, 
but one perfon efcaping. 

Although the king furvived this cruel 
misfortune many years, yet he could never 
recover his former humour, but grew me- 
lancholy and morofe ; however, in order to 
provide better for the peace and fettlement 
of the kingdom after his death," about five 
months after the lofs of his fbn, his for- 
mer queen having died three years before,, 
he married Adelais> a beautiful young lady of 
the family of Lorrain *, in hopes of iflue by 
Tier, but never had any. 

The death of the prince gave occafion to 
fome new troubles in Normandy ; for the 
earls of Meulant and Evreux, Hugh de Mont- 
fort, and other aflbciates, began to raife in- 
furre&ions there, which were thought ta 
be privately fomented by the French king, 

* She was daughter of Godfrey duke of Louvain, or 
the Lower Lorrain. 

out 
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jutof enmity to king' Henry, and in favour 
)f William the fon of Robert , to whom the 
:arl of Anjou had lately given his 
laughter in marriage. But William 1124 
)f Tankervilky the king's lieutenant 
n Normandy, furprizing the enemy's forces 
>y an ambufh, intirely routed them, took 
>oth the earls prifoners, and fent one of them 
f Meulant) to his matter; but the count 
t'Evreux made his efcape. 

1 126. King Henry having now loft hope 
>f iffue by his new queen, brought with, 
lim, on his return to England, his daughter 
Maude, who by the emperor's death had been 
ately left a widow and childlefsj and in a 
larliament or general aflembly which he had 
ummoned at Wind/or, he caufed the crown 

be fettled on her and her children, and 
nade all his nobles take a folemn oath to 
lefend her title. This was performed by 
lone with fp much forwardnefs as Stephen 
tarl of Boulogne, who was obferved to fhew 

1 more than 'ordinary zeal in the matter. 
This young, lord was the king's nephew, 
>eing fecond fon of the earl ofBlois by Adela 
he Conqueror's daughter : he was in high 
avour with the king his uncle, who had 
narried him to the daughter and heirefs of 

Bb 3 - the 
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the earl of Boulogne, given him great poffef- 
fons in England, and made him indeed too 
powerful for a fubjedt. 

The king having thus fixed the fucceffion 
of the crown in his daughter by an a& of 
fettlcmcnt and an oath of fealty, looked 
about to provide her with a fecond hufband, 
and at length determined his choice in Geof- 
fry Flantagenet earl of Anjou, the fon of 
rulk lately deceafed. 

This prince, whofe dominions confined 
on Trance and Normandy, was. ufually court- 
ed for an ally by both kings in their feveral 
quarrels ; but having little faith or honour, 
he never fcrupled to change fides as often as 
he faw or conceived it for his advantage. 
After the great vi&ory over the French, he 
clofed in with king Henry, and gave his 
daughter to the young prince William ; yet 
at the fame time, by the private encourage- 
ment of Louis, he prevailed on the king of 
England to be eafy in the conditions of a 
peace. Upon the unfortunate loft of the 
prince, and the troubles in Normandy there- 
upon, he fell again from the king, gave his 
other daughter to William the fon of Robert, 
and ftruck up with France to take that prince 
Rgaiii into protection. But dying icon after, 

and 
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and leaving his Ton Geoffyy to fucceed in that 
earldom, the king was of opinion he could 
not any where beftow his daughter with more 
advantage, both for the fecurity and enlarge- 
ment of his dominions, than by giving her 
to this earl; by which marriage Anjou would 
become an acquifition to Normandy, and this- 
be a more equal match to fo formidable a 
neighbour as France. In a fhort time the. 
marriage was concluded j and this earl Geof- 
jry had the honour to introduce into the royal 
family of Eng land the furname o£ Plant age- 
net, borne by fo many fucceeding kings, 
which began w r ith Henry II. who was the 
eldeft fon of this marriage. 

But the king of France was in great dif- 
content at this match : he eafily forefaw 
the difmal confequences to himfelf and his 
fucceflbrs from fuch an increafe of dominion 
united to the crown of England: he knew 
what impreflions might be made in future 
times to the fhaking of his throne by an 
afpiring and warlike king, if they fhould 
happen in a weak reign, or upon any great 
difcontents in that kingdom. Whicji con- 
jectures being highly reafonable (and fince 
often verified by events) he caft about to find 
Jbme way of driving the king of England 

B b 4 intirejjr 
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intircly out of France ; but having neither 
pretext nor ftomach in the midft of a peace 
to begin an open and formal quarrel, there 
fell out an accident which gave him plau- 
fible occafion of purfuing his defign. 

Charles the Good earl of Flanders having 
been lately murdered by fome of his fubje&s, 
upon private revenge, the king of France 
went in perfon to take revenge of the afTaf- 
fins j which he performed with great juftice 
and honour. But the late earl leaving no 
heir of his body, and feveral competitors ap- 
pearing to difpute the fucceflion, Louis re- 
jected fome others who feemed to have a 
fairer title, and adjudged it to William the 
fon of Robert, the better to fecurc him to his 
intercfts upon any defign he might engage 
in againft the king of England. Not con- 
tent with this, he aflifted the earl in perfon, 
fubdued his rivals, and left him in peace- 
able pofleflion of his new dominion. 

King Henry, on the other fide, was very 
a: prehcnlive of his nephew's greatnefs, well 
knowing to what end it was directed ; how- 
ever, he feemed not to regard it, contenting 
himlelf to give the earl employment at home 
by privately nourishing the difcontents of his 
i)LW iubjects, and abetting under-hand an- 
other 
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pther pretender : for William had fo intirely 
loll the hearts of his' people, by his into- 
lerable avarice and exactions, that the prin- 
cipal towns in Flanders revolted from him, 
and invited Tbierrie earl otAlface to be their 
governor. But the king oi France generoufly 
refolved to appear once more in his defence, 
and took his third expedition into Flanders 
for that purpofe. He had marched as far as 
Artois y when he was fuddenly recalled to 
defend his own dominions from the fury of 
a powerful and provoked invader : for Henry 
king of England* moved with indignation to 
fee the French king in the midft of a peace 
fo frequently and openly fupporting his moft 
dangerous enemy, thought it the beft way 
to divert Louis from kindling a fire againft 
him abroad, by forcing him to extinguish 
one at home : he therefore entered into the 
bowels of France ■, ravaging and laying waffc 
all before him, and quickly grew fo formi- 
dable, that the French king to purchafe a 
peace was forced to promife never more to 
affift or favour the earl of Flanders ; how- 
ever, as it fell out, this article proved to be 
wholly needlefs ; for the young earl foon 
after gave battle to Tbierrie, and put his 
whole army to the rout ; but purfuing his 

vi&ory, 
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,1riftory, he received a wound in his wrift, 
which, by the unfkilfulnefs of a furgeon, 
coft him his life *. 

This ope flight inconfiderable accident 
did, in all probability, put a ftop to very 
great events ; for if that young prince had 
furvived his victory, it is hardly to be doubt- 
ed but through the juftnefs of his caufe, the 
reputation of his valour, and the afiiftance 
of the king of France, he would in a little 
time have recovered Normandy, and perhaps 
his father's liberty, which were the two de- 
figns he had in agitation; nor could he 
well have miffed the crown of Eng/anJ after 
the king's death, who was now in his de- 
cline, when he had fo fair a title, and no 
competitors in view but a woman and an 
infant. 

1 129. Upon the king's return from AV- 
mandy, a great council of the clergy was held 
at London, for the punifhing of priefts who 
Kved in concubinage -f , which was the great 

grievance 

* The lance pafTcd through or under the ball of his 
thumb into his writt. The wound gangrening, he died 
within five days. 

t For celibacy was now placed among the firft of 
ccclcfialtic virtues. Not concubines only but wives 
Were deemed a reproach to the facred order; and ca- 
nons 
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grievance of the Church in thofe ages, and 
had been condemned by feveral canons. 

This 



nons were made for inflifling equal punifhments on 
clergymen who cohabited with either : nay, the wives 
of priefts were denied to be wives, and degraded into 
the rank of concubines. 

At fome preceding councils in this reign, fevere de- 
crees pafled to reftrain ecclefiaftics from matrimony, and 
tochaftife thofe who being married (hould negleft to re- 
pudiate their wives. If a priejl, deacon, fubdeacon, &c. 
lhould fuffer any woman, except a mother, fifler, aunt, or per- 
Jon equally unfufietted, to dwell in the houfe with him % he 
was to be punifhed with lofs of benefice and lofs of bis or- 
der, and the concubinary or iiifpe&ed female to be ar- 
reted, difciplined, or reduced to be aflave. [Concil. Lend. 
anno 1 126. c. 13. — IVeftmonaJl. anno 1127. c. 5,7.] Thefe 
were laws which the policy of Rome fuggefted, but 
which the king and lay-barons might not fully ap- 
prove. They were laws that could not, however, be 
put generally in execution, confidcring the number and 
power of the married clergy as this time (to whofe 
claim pf the honourable and undefiled bed the laft blow 
had not yet been given) without the aid and . concur- 
rence of the civil power : the king feemed ready to co- 
operate, and found his advantage in fo doing. In the 
very beginning of his reign, he was remarkably active 
in enforcing the new canons againft clerical inconti- 
nency, by levying fines on the tranfgreffors, without 
waiting for their conviction in an ecclefiaftical court, 
or rather in lieu of the penalties which fuch court might 
inflidt. 

This was thought an invafion of the fpiritual power, 
and befides a motive of avarice was fuppofed to lurk 
under the zeal he pretended for the chaftity of the 
Church. Anfelm, though lately reftored to royal favour, 
and to the pofleflion of the revenues of his fee, could 
not brook fuch proceedings : he difpatched out of Nor- 
trendy a chiding epiftle to the king. A fhort extract 

from 
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This aflembly thinking to take a more ef- 
fectual courfe again ft that abomination, as 
it was called, decreed fevere penalties upon 
thofe who (hould be guilty of breaking it, 
in treating the king to fee the law put in ex- 
ecution ; which he very readily undertook, 
but performed otherwife than was expedred, 
eluding the force of the law by an evafion to 
his own advantage : for exacting fines of the 
delinquent priefts, he fuffered them to keep 

from it may (hew the fpirit of the man, and the ftyle 
in which bilhops durft admoniih their fovereigns. 4t Au- 
44 » dio quod veflra excellcntia vindi&am exercet fuper 
44 prefbyteros Anglise, et forisfa£turam exigit ab iis qui 
44 non fcrvaverunt praeceptum concilii, quod ego cum 
44 veftro favore tenui apud Lundoniam cum aliis epif- 
44 copis, &c. quod hadenus inauditum & inufitatum 
44 in ecclefia Dei de ullo rege & de aliquo principe. 
44 Non cnim pertinet— hujuimodi culpam vindicare, 
46 nifi ad fingulos epiicopos — aut, fi & epifcopi in hoc 
44 negligentes fuerint, ad archiepifcopum & primatem— 
44 precor igitur — & confulo, — ne vos contra ccclefi- 
w a (tie am confuctudinem in tarn grave peccatum mit- 
44 tatis — dico enim vobis, quod valde timere debetis, 
44 quod pecunia taliter accepta — non adjuvabit terrena 
44 negotia ; ut taceam, quantum noceat animae, quan- 
4 * turn poftea perturbabit." The king, after fuch an 
increpation, was cautious of interfering with ecclefia- 
ftical difcipline. Frefli fynods threw out more invec- 
tives and fiercer menaces againft the concubinage, under 
which term was included the marriage of clerks ; but 
the evil was (till unremoved. Thus matters flood be- 
fore the opening of the council of London in 1129, 
whofe impolitic management is here cenfured by Dr. 
Swift. 

their 



( 3*' > - 

their concubines without further diftufbance. 
A very unaccountable ftep in fo wife a body 
for their own concernments, as the clergy of 
thofe times is lookt upon to have been ; and 
although perhaps the fadl be not worth re- 
cording, it may ferve as a leflbn to all aflem- 
blies never to truft the execution of a law 
in the hands of thofe who will find it more 
♦to their interefts to fee it broken than ob- 
ferved *. 

1 132. 

* The king might now, it feems, animadvert upon 
licentious and married priefts without fear of a primate's 
reprimand; the Church itfelf had reCgned this branch 
of her difcipline to him : but he was far from anfwer- 
ing the warm expectations of the advocates for celibacy* 
'Fines indeed he exadted from fuch as trefpaffed again ft 
the canons : this -was a happy expedient for replcnifh- 
ing his coffers ; but when thofe fines had been paid by 
clerks under cenfure, he connived at their retaining 
wives, and indulged them therprote&ion of the civil 
power. For we muft not fay with Alfred and other 
Jefuits, that he connived at their keeping (trumpets, 
notwithstanding that the term focari*, ufed by Matthew 
Paris, may feem to favour fuch reproach. Uxores i& 
the appellation exprefsly given to thofe fpared and pitied 
domefticks by Henry Huntingdon, Hwedon, the Annals 
of Morgan and of Waverley, and the Chronicon of He- 
ningford. [See Collier, EccL Hi/l. vol. i. p. 322.J If 
it was an overfight in the clergy to in truft the king 
with the execution of their laws againft concubinage, 
Henry however a£ted, on thisoccafion, the good politi- 
cian, by difpenfing with thofe who could not bear a fe- 
paration from their wives. It was not his bufinefs to 
cxtinguifh connubial love, or deftroy family connexions 

in 
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1 1 32. The emprefs Maude was now hap- 
pily delivered of a fon, who was afterwards 
king of England by the name of Henry the 
Second : and the king calling a parliament, 
had the oath of fealty repeated by the nobles 
and clergy to her and her ifiue, which in 
the compafs of three years they all broke or 
forgot. 

1 1 34. I think it may deferve a place in 
this hiftory to mention the laft fcene of duke 
Robert's life, who, either through the poor- 
nefs or greatnefs of fpirit, having omlived 
the lofs of his honour, his dominions, his 
liberty, his eye- fight, and his only fon, was 
at laft forced to fink under the load of eigh- 
ty years, and mull be allowed for the great- 
eft example either of infenfibility or contempt 
of earthly things, that ever appeared in a 
fovereign or private perfon. He wr*s a prince 
hardly equalled by any in his time for va- 
lour, condudt, and courtefy; but his ruin 
began from the eafinefs of his nature, which 
whoever knew how to manage, were fure 
to be refufed nothing they- could afk. By 
fuch profufion he was reduced to thofe un- 

in that order. A married clergy, he might reafonably 
imagine, would never become (laves to Rome, nor coir- 
fpire with any pope to fubvert the civil conftitution. 

happy 
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happy expedients of remitting his rights for 
a penfion, of pawning his towns, and mul- 
tiplying taxes, which brought him into ha- 
tred and contempt with his fubjedis ; neither 
do I think any virtue fo little commendable 
in a fovereign as that of liberality, where it 
exceeds what his ordinary revenues can fup- 
ply; where it pafles thofe bounds, his fub- 
je&s muft all be oppreffed to iliew his bounty 
to a few flatterers, or he muft fell his towns, 
or bafely renounce his rights, by becoming 
penfioner to fome powerful prince in the 
neghbourhood ; all which we have lived to 
fee performed by a late monarch in our own 
time and country. 

1 135. Since the reduction of Normandy 
to the king's obedience, he found it neceflary 
for his affairs to fpendin that duchyfome part 
of his time almoft every year, and a little 
before the death of Robert he made his laft 
voyage there. It was obfervable in this 
prince, that having fome years paft very nar- 
rowly efcaped fliipwreck in his paffage from 
Normandy into England^ thefenfe of his dan- 
ger had made very deep impreflions on his 
mind, which he difcovered by a great refor- 
mation in his life, by redrefling fevcral grie- 
vances, and doing many aits of piety ; and 

to 
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to (hew the fteadinefs of his refolutions, lie 
kept them to the laft, making a progrefs 
through mod parts of Normandy, treating 
his fubjetts in all places with great fami- 
liarity and kindnefs, granting their petitions, 
eafing their taxes, and, in a word, giving 
all poflible marks of a religious, wife, and 
gracious prince. 

Returning to St. Denys le Torment from 
his progrefs a little indifpofed, he there fell 
into a fever uponafurfeit of lamprey, which 
in a few days ended his life. His body was 
conveyed to England \ and buried at Reading 
in the abbey-church himfelf had founded. 

It is hard to affirm any thing peculiar of 
this prince's character; thofe authors who 
have attempted it mentioning very 4ittle but 
what was common to him with thoufands of 
other men ; neither have they recorded any 
of thofe perfonal circumftances or paflages, 
which only can difcover fuch qualities of the 
mind as moft diftinguifh one man from an- 
other. Thcfe defedts may perhaps appear 
in . the ftories of many fucceeding kings ; 
which makes me hope 1 fhall not be alto- 
gether blamed for fometimes difappo'nting 
the render in a point wherein I could wi(h to 
be the moft exadt. 

As 
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As to his perfon, he is defcribed to be of 
middle ftature$ his body ftrong fet and flefhy* 
his hair black ; his eyes large ; his counte- 
nance amiable, and very pleafant, efpecially 
when he was merry. He was temperate in 
meat and drink, and a hater of effeminacy, 
a vice or folly much complained of in his 
time, efpecially that circumftance of long 
artificial hair, which he forbad upon fevere 
penalties. His three principal virtues were 
prudence, v # alour, and eloquence. Thefe 
were counterbalanced by three great vices ; 
avarice, cruelty, andluft; of which the firft: 
is proved by the frequency of his taxes ; the 
fecond by his treatment of duke Robert ; and 
the laft was notorious. But the proof of 
his virtues doth not depend on fingle in fian- 
ces, manifefting themfelves through the 
whole courfe of a long reign, which was 
hardly attended by any misfortune that pru- 
dence, juftice, or valour could prevent. He 
came to the crown at a ripe age, when he 
had pa{fed thirty years, having learned, in 
his private life, to ftruggle with hardfhips, 
whereof he had his (hare, from the caprici- 
oufnefs and injuftice of both his brothers ; 
and by obferving their failures, he had learn- 
ed to avoid them in himfelf, being fteady 
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( 386 ) 

and uniform in his whole conduit, which 
were qualities they both fecmed chiefly to 
want. This likewife made him fo very tena- 
cious as he was obferved to be in his love 
and hatred. He was a ftritt obferver of ju- 
ftice, which he feems never to have violated, 
but in that particular cafe, which political 
cafuifts are pleafed to difpenfe with, where 

the difpute is about a crown. In that he -j- 

***** * 

Conlider him as a private man, he was 
perhaps the moft accomplifhed perfon of 
his age, having a facetious wit, cultivated by 
learning, and advanced with a great fhare of 
natural eloquence, which was his peculiar 
talent : and it was no doubt the fenfe he 
had of this laft perfection in himfelf, that 
put him fo often upon calling together the 
great councils of the nation, where natural 
oratory is of moft figure as well as ufe. 

f Here the fentence breaks off fhort, and is left un- 
finished. 
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The REIGN of 

STEPHEN. 

HE veneration which people ere fup- 
pofed naturally to pay to a right line, and a 
lawful title in their kings, muft be upheld 
by a long uninterrupted fuccefiion, otherwile 
it quickly lofes opinion, upon which the 
flrength of it, although not the juftice, is 
entirely founded : and where breaches have 
been already made in the lineal defcent, 
there is little fecurity in a good title (though 
confirmed by promilcs and oaths) where the 
lawful heir is abient, and a popular afpiring 
pretender near at hand. This, I think, may 
pafs for a maxim, if any confequences drawn 
from hiftory can pretend to be called fo, 
having been verified fucccfiivelv three times 
in this kingdom, 1 mean by die two preced- 
ing kings, and by the prince whofc reign we 
are now writing. Neither can this obser- 
vation be juftly controuled by any inflances 
brought of future princes, who being abient 
at their prcdeccfibr's death, have peaceably ■ 
fucceeded, the circumftances being very dif- 
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fcrcnt in every cafe, either by the weaknefs 
or juftice of pretenders, or elfe by the long 
eftablilhment of lineal fucceffion. 

1 1 35. Stephen earl of Boulogne, whofe 
defcent hath been already (hewn in the fore- 
going reign, as the fecond of three brothers, 
whereof the eldeft was Theobald earl of Blots* 
a fovereign prince, and Henry the youngeft 
was bifhop of fVinchefter, and the pope's le- 
gate in England. At the time of king Hen- 
rys death, his daughter the emprefs was with 
her hufband the earl of Anjou, a grave and 
cautious prince, altogether unqualified for 
fudden enterprizes : but earl Stephen, who 
had attended the king in his laft expedition, 
made fo great di (patch for England*, that 
the council had not time to meet and make 
any declaration about a fucceflbr. When 
the lords were affemblcd, the legate had al- 
ready, by his credit and influence among 
them, brought over a great party to his bro-» 
ther's interelts ; and the earl himfelf, know- 
ing with what fuccefs the likd methods were 
ufed by his two laft predeceflbrs, was very 

* Stephen was at Boulogne when be received the news 
of Knry's death. The lords piefent with the king at 
the time of his deceafe, were the earls of Gi>ce/!er y S*r- 
r;, and Lticejhr\ the counts of Mortagnc and AUulant, 
and fomc governors of cailles, 

liberal 
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liberal of his promifes to amend the laws, 
fupport the church, and redrefs grievances 2 
For all which the bifliop undertook to be 
guarantee- And thus was Stephen ele&ed 
by thofe very perfons who had fo lately, and 
in fo folemn a manner, more than once fworn 
-fealty to another. 

The motives whereby the nobility was 
iwayed to proceed after this manner, were 
obvious enough. There had been a perpe- 
tual ftrqggle between them and their former 
kings in the defence of their liberties ; for 
the fecurity whereof, they thought a king 
ele&ed without other title, would be readier 
to enter into any obligations, and being held 
in conftant dependance, would be lefs tempt- 
ed to break them : therefore, as at his coro- 
nation they obtained full fecurity by his tak- 
ing new and additional oaths in favour of 
their liberties, their oath of fealty to him 
was but conditional, to be of force no longer 
than he fhould be true to thofe ftipulations. 

But other reafbns were contrived and given 
out to fatisfy the people : they were told it 
was an indignity for fo noble a nation to be 
governed by a woman ; that the late king 
had promifed to marry his daughter within 
the realm, and by confent of parliament, nei- 
C c 3 ther 
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thcr of which was obferved : and laftly, 
Hugh Bigcd) ftewfcard to king Henry, took a 
voluntary oath, before the archbifhop of 
Canterbury, that his mafter, in his laft fick- 
nefs, had, upon fome difpleafure, difinhe- 
rited his daughter. 

He received the crown with one great ad- 
vantage that could beft enable him to pre- 
ferve it : this was the pofleflion of his un- 
cle's treafures,- amounting to one hundred 
thoufand pounds, and reckoned as a prodi- 
gious fum in thofe days ; by the help of 
which, without ever railing one tax upon 
the people, he defended an unjuft title againft 
the lawful heir during a perpetual conteftof 
almoft twenty years. 

In order to defend himfelf againft any Hid- 
den invafion, which he had caufe enough to 
expert, he gave all men licence to build 
caflles upon their lands, which proved a 
very miftakcn piece of politicks, although 
grounded upon fome appearance of reafon. 
The king fufpofed that no invader would 
venture to advance into the heart of his 
country without reducing every caftle in his 
way, which muft be a work of much time 
and difficulty, nor would be able to afford 
men to block them up, and fecure his re- 
treat : 
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treat : which way of arguing may be good 
enough to a prince of an undifputed title, 
and entirely in the hearts of his fubjedts : 
but numerous caftles are ill defenders of an 
ufurpation, being the common retreat of 
malecontents, where they can fly with fe- 
curity, and difcover their afFedtions as they 
pleafe : by which means the enemy, al- 
though beaten in the field, may ftill preferve 
his footing in the bowels of a country; may 
wait fupplies from abroad, and prolong a 
war for many years : nor, while he is ma- 
iler of any caftles, can he ever be at mercy 
by any fudden misfortune; but may be al- 
ways in a condition of demanding terms for 
himfelf. Thefe, and many other effe&s of 
fo pernicious a counfel, the king found 
through the whole courfe of his reign ; 
which was entirely fpent in fieges, revolts, 
furprizes, and furrenders, with very few bat- 
tles, but no decilive adtion :_a period of much 
mifery and confufion, which affords little 
that is memorable for events, or ufeful for 
the inflrudiion of pofterity. 

1 136. The firft confiderable enemy that 
appeared againft him wa? David king of 
Scots, who having taken the oath of fealty 
to Maude and her iflue, being further en- 
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gaged by the ties of blood, and ftirred up 
through the perfuafions of fevcral Englifi 
nobles, began to take up arms in her caufe ; 
and invading the northern parts, took Car- 
HJle and Nrwcajllei but upon the king's 
fpeedy approach with his forces, a peace was 
prefently made, and the towns reftorcd. 
However, the Scottijb prince would, by no 
means, renounce his fidelity to the emprefs, 
by paying homage to Stephen ; fo that an 
expedient was found to have it performed by 
his eld eft fon : in confideration of which the 
king gave, or rather reftored, to him the 
earldom of Huntington. 

Upon his return to London from this ex- 
pedition, he happened to fall fick of a le- 
thargy, and it was confidently given out that 
he was dead. This report was, with great 
induftry and artifice, difperfed by his ene- 
mies, which quickly difcovered the ill incli- 
nation of feveral lords, who, although they 
never believed the thing, yet made ufe of it 
for an occafion or pretext to fortify their 
caftles, which they refufed to furrender to 
the king himfelf j but Stephen was refolved, 
as he faid, to convince them that he was 
alive and well; for coming againft them be- 
fore he was expe&ed, he recovered Exeter % 
Z Nor- 
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Norwich *, and other fortified places, al* 
though not without much difficulty. 

It is obvious enough to wonder how a 
prince of fo much valour, and other excel- 
lent endowments, elected by the church and 
ftate, after a compliance with all conditions 
they could impofe on him, and in an age 
When fo little regard was had to the lineal 
defcent, laftly confirmed by the pope him- 
felf, (hould be foon deferted and oppofed by 
thofe very perfons who had been the moft 
inftrumental to promote him. But, befide 
his defective title, and the undiftinguifhed 
liberty of building caflles, there were three 
circumftances which very much contributed 
to thofe perpetual revolts of the nobles 
egainft him : firft, that upon his coming to 
the crown he was very liberal in distributing 
lands and honours to feveral young gentle- 
men of noble birth, who came to make 
their court, whereby he hoped to get the 
reputation of a generous prince, and to 
strengthen his party againft the emprefs : 
-but, by this encouragement, the number bf 
pretenders quickly grew too fall upon him ; 
and when he had granted all he was able, 

* Hugh Bigod bad feized Norwich caftle. 

he 
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he was forced to difmifs the reft with pro- 
mifesand excufes, who, either out of envy 
or difcontent, or elfe to mend their fortunes, 
never failed to become his enemies upon the 
firft occafion that offered. Secondly, when 
he had reduced feveral caftles and towns 
which had given the firft example of de- 
fection from him, he hardly inflidted the 
leaft punifhment on the authors ; which un- 
feafonable mercy, that in another prince 
and another age would have been called 
greatnefs of fpirit, pafled in him for pufilla- 
nimity and fear, and is reckoned, by the 
writers of thofe times, to have been the caufe 
of many fucceeding revolts. The third, cir- 
cumftance was of a different kind : for, ob- 
ferving how little good effedt he had found 
by his liberality and indulgence, he would 
needs try the other extream, which was not 
his talent. He began to infringe the articles 
of his charter ; to recal or difown the pro- 
mifes he had made; and to repulfe petitioners 
with rough treatment, which was the more 
unacceptable by being new and unexpe&ed. 
1 137. Mean time the earl of Anjou % who 
was not in a condition to aflert his wife's 
title to England, hearing Stephen was em- 
ployed at home, entered Normandy with fmall 

ftrce, 
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force, and found it no difficult matter to 
feize feveral towns. The Normans, in the 
prefent diftraftion of affairs, not well know- 
ing what prince to obey, at laft fent an in- 
vitation to Theobald earl of Blots, king Ste- 
phens eldeft brother, to accept their duke- 
dom upon the condition of protefting them 
from the prefent infults of the earl of Anjou. 
But before this matter could come to an 
iflue, Stephen, who, upon reduction of the 
towns already mentioned, had found a fliort 
interval of quiet from his Englijh fubje&s, 
arrived with unexpected fpeed into Norman- 
dy, where Geoffry of Anjou foon fled before 
him, and the whole duchy came over to his 
obedience j for the further fettlcment where- 
of he made peace with the king of France ; 
conftituted his fon Eujiace duke of Nor- 
mandy; and made him fwear fealty to that 
prince, and do him homage. His brother 
Theobald, who began to expoftulate upon 
this difappointment, he pacified with a pen- 
fion of two thoufand marks * : and even the 
earl of Anjou himfelf, who, in right of his 
wife, made demands of Stephen for the king- 

* The mark of Normandy is to be underftood here. 
Such a penfion in that age was equivalent to one of 
31,000/. fterling in the prefent, 
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dom of JLitglaniy filing be was no equal 
match at prefect, w*s pef Awfed to become 
his ponfconer for five tbou&nd move \. 

Stephen, upon hjs *eturn to England, met 
with an account of new troubles from the 
north ; for the king of Scots, under pretence 
of pbferving his oath of fealty to the emprefs, 
infefted the borders, and frequently making 
cruel inroads, plundered and laid wafte all 
before him. 

1138. In order to revenge this bafe and 
perfidious treatment, the king, in his march 
northward* fat down before Bedford, and 
took it after a fiege of twenty days. Thil 
town was part of the earldom of Huntington, 
given by Stephen in the late peace to the ei- 
deft ion of the Scottijh king, for which the 
young; prince did homage to him ; and it 
was upon that account defended by a garri- 
fon of Scots. Upon intelligence of this fur- 
render, king Devtd, overcome with fury, 
entered Northumberland, where, letting Joofe 
ihe'rage of his foldiers, he permitted and 
encouraged them to commit all manner of 

t Five thoufand irarks of filver coin was, in this 
reign, of the fame value as the fum of 77,500/. mo- 
dern currency, is now. Here a^ain the Nar manic Mark 
feems to be uicd. 
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inhumanities ; which they performed in fo 
execrable a manner as woeld fcarce be credi- 
ble, if it were not aftefted by altooft the 
univerfal confent of writers : they ript up 
women with child, drew out the infants, 
and tofled them upon the points of their 
lances : they murdered priefts before thfc 
altars ; then cutting the heads from off the 
crucifixes, in their (lead put on the heads of 
thofe they had murdered : with many other 
inftances of monftrous barbarity too foul to 
relate : but cruelty being ufually attended 
with cowardice, this perfidious prince, upon 
the approach of king Stephen, fled into places 
of fecurity. The king of England, finding 
no enemy on whom to employ his revenge, 
xhiarched forward into the country, deftroy- 
ing with fire and fword all the fouthern 
parts i and would, in ail probability, have 
made terrible impreffions into the heart of 
Scot/and, if he had not been fuddenly recalled 
t>y a more dangerous fire at home, which 
had been kindled in his abfence, and was 
now broken out into a flame. 

Robert carl ofG/oceJier, natural fon of the 
late king, came into England fome time af- 
ter the advancement of Stephen to the crown; 
and, yielding to the neceflity of the tiipe, 

took 
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took the oath of fealty upon the fame con- 
dition ufed by the other nobles, to he of 
force fo long as the king fhould keep his 
faith with him, and preferve his dignity 
inviolate : but, being in his heart wholly 
devoted to the interefts of the emprefs his 
fifter, and moved by the perfuafions of feve- 
ral religious men, he had, with great fecre- 
cy and application, fo far pradtifed upon the 
levity or difcpntents of feveral lords, as to 
gain them to his party : for the king had, 
of late, very much alienated the nobles 
againft him ; firft, by feizing feveral of their 
perfons, and difpoffefling them of their lands; 
and, fecondly, by taking into his favour Wil- 
liam D'Tprcs, a Flemijh commander, of no- 
ble birth, but. banifhcd by his prince. This 
man, with many of his followers, the king 
employed chiefly both in his councils and his 
armies, and made him earl of Kent, to the 
great envy and difpleafure of his Englifh fub- 
jedts. The earl of Glocejler, therefore, and 
his accomplices, having prepared all things 
neceflary for an infurre&ion, it was agreed 
among them, that while the king was en- 
gaged againft the Scots, each of them (hould 
fecure what towns an$i caftles they could, 
and openly declare for the emprefs. Ac- 
cordingly 
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cordingly earl Robert fuddenly fortified hJm- 
felf in Brijioh, the reft followed his example ; 
Hereford, Shrew/bury > Ludlow, Dover *, and 
many other places, were feized by feverat 
lords, and the defection grew fo formidable, 
that the king, to his great grief, was forced 
to leave his Scottijh expedition unfinished, 
and return with all poffible fpeed to fupprefs 
the rebellion begun by his fubje&s ; having 
firft left the care of the north to Tkurjlan 
archbifhop of Tori ; with orders carefully to 
obferve the motions of the Scots. 

Whilft the king was employed in the 
fbuth in reducing his difcontented lords, and 
their caftles, to his obedience, David, pre- 
suming upon the diftance between them, re- 
entered England with more numerous forces, 
and greater defigns, than before : for, witk- 
out lofing more time than what was necef- 
fary to pillage and dcftroy the country as he 
marched, he refolved to befiege^ri, which, 
if he could force to furrender, would feryc 
as a convenient frontier againft the Englijb* 

* Robert earl of Gloccjler had been intruded by Stephen 
with the cuftody of Dover Caftle : but Ribtrt lying now 
under heavy fufpicio;», the king refolved to fecure that 
important rbnrcis by force, fent Matilda his queen to 
lay liege to it ; to whom, after fome defence, IValcbelin, 
the deputy-governor, furrendered it. 

To 



( 4oo ) 

To this end, advancing near the city, and 
having pitched his tents, he fat down before 
it with his whole army. In the mean time 
archbifhop Tbur/ian, having already fum- 
moned the nobles and gentry of the (hire and 
parts adjacent, had, by powerful perfuafions, 
incited them to defend their country againii 
a treacherous, bloody, and reftlefe enemy : 
fo that before the king of Scotland could 
make any progrefs in the fiege, the whole 
power of the north was united againft him, 
under the earl of Albemarle^ and feveral other 
nobles, Archbifliop Tburftan happening to 
fall fick, could not go in perfon to the army, 
but fent the bifihop of Durham in his ftead; 
by whofe encouragements the Englijb, al- 
though in number far inferior, advanced boldly 
towards the enemy, and offered them battle 
which was as readily accepted by the Scots, 
who, fending out a party of horfe to fecure 
the rifing ground, were immediately attacked 
by the Eng/i/b, and, after a (harp diipute, 
entirely defeated. In the heat of the battle 
the king of Scots, and his fon Henry earl of 
Huntington, gave many proofs of great per- 
fonal valour. The young prince fell with 
fuch fiercenefs upon a body of the Englijby 
that he utterly broke and diiperfed them* 

an4 
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and was purfuing his vidtory, when a certain 
man, bearing aloft the head of an enemy he 
had cut off, cried out, It was the head of 
the Scottijh king, which being heard and be- 
lieved on both fides, the Englijh> who had 
lately fled, rallied again, aflaulting their ene- 
mies with n.w vigour; the Scots, on the 
other fide, difcouraged by the fuppofcd death 
of their prince, began to turn their backs : 
the king and his fon ufed all endeavours to 
flop their flight, and made feveral brave 
ftands againft the enemy; but the greateft 
part of their army being fled, and themfelves 
almoft encompafied, they were forced to give 
way to fortune, and with much difficulty 
made their efcape. 

The lofs on the Englijh fide was inconfi- 
derable ; but of Scots, by general confent of 
writers, ten thoufand were (lain. And thus 
ended the war of the Standard, as it was 
ufually called by the authors of that age, 
bccaufe the Englj/h, upon a certain engine, 
raifed the mail of a fhip, on the top where- 
of, in a filver box, they put the confecratcd 
wafer, and faftned the ftandards of St. Peter 
and other faints : this gave them courage, 
by remetnbring they were to fight in the 
prefence of God ; and ferved likewife for a 
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mirk where to re-aflemble when they fhould 
happen to be difperfed by any accident or 
misfortune. 

1 1 39. Mean time the king was equally 
fuccefsful agaihft his rebellious lords at home, 
having taken moil of their caftles and ftrong 
holds ; and the eaYl of Glocejier himfelf, no 
longer able to make any refiftance, withdrew 
into Normandy, to concert new meafures with 
the emprefs his filter. Thus the king had 
Icifure and opportunity for another expedition 
into Scotland, to purfue and improve his vic- 
tory, where he met with no oppofition: 
however, he was at length perfuaded with 
much difficulty to accept his own conditions 
of a peace ; and David delivered up to him 
his eldeft fon Henry, as hoftage for perform- 
ance of articles between them. 

The king, in his return homeward, kid 
fiege to Ludlow cafllc, which had not been 
reduced with the reft : here prince Henry of 
Scotland, boiling with youth and valour, and 
expofing his perfon upon alL occafions, was 
lifted from his horfe by an iron grapple let 
down from the wall, and would have beeft 
hoifted up into the caftle, if the king had 
not immediately flown to his affiftance, and 
brought him off with his own hands by maiiv 

force 
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force from the enemy, whom he foon com-* 
pelled to furrender the caftle. 

1 140. Stephen having thus fubdued hitf 
inveterate enemies the Scots, and reduced 
his rebellious nobles, began to entertaiii 
hopes of enjoying a little eafc. But he was 
deftined to the pofleflion of a crown with 
perpetual difturbance • for he was hardly re- 
turned from his northern expedition, wheri 
he received intelligence that the emprefs, ac- 
companied by her brother the earl of Glo- 
te/ler> was preparing to come for kngland, in 
Order to difputc her title to the kingdom: 
The kitig, who knew by experience what a 
powerful party fhe already had to efpoiife her 
intereftg, very reafbnably concluded, the de- 
fection from him would be' touch greater, 
fchen (he appeared in perfon to countenance 
and reward it ; he therefore began again to' 
Repent of the licence he haki granted for 
building caftles, which were now like to 
prove fo many places of fecurrty for his ene- 
mies, and fortifications againft himfelf ; for 
lie knew not whom to truft, vehemently fuf- 
pe&ing his nobles ever fince their laft revolt. 
He therefore caft about for fome artifice tti 
get into his hands as many of their cafttes as 
Dd * he 
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he could : in the ftrength and magnificence 
of which kind of ftru&ures, the bifhops had 
far outdone the reft, and were upon that, as 
well as other accounts, very much maligned 
and envied by the temporal lords, who were 
cxtream jealous of the church's encreafing 
power, and glad upon all occafions to fee 
the prelates humbled. The king, there- 
fore, having formed his projedfc, refolved to 
make trial where it would be lead invidious, 
and where he could forefee leaft danger in 
the confequences. At a parliament or af- 
fembly of nobles at Oxford, it was contrived 
to raife a quarrel between the fervants of 
fome bifhops and thofe of Alan count of 
Virion in Bretagne, upon a contention of 
rooms in their inns. Stephen took hold of 
this advantage, fent for the bifhops, taxed 
them with breaking his peace, and demanded 
the keys of their caftles, adding threats of 
imprifonment if they dared to difobey. Tbofe 
whom the king chiefly fufpe&ed, or rather 
who had built the moft and ftrongeft caftles, 
were Roger bifliop of Salt/bury, with his ne- 
phew and natural fon ihe bifhops of Ely and 
Lincoln, whom the king, by many circum- 
ftances of rigor, compelled to furrender, go- 
ing 
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ing himfclf in perfon to feize the Devizes *, 
then cfteemed the nobleft ftru&ure of Eu- 
rope, and built by the fore-mentioned biftiop 
Roger, whofe treafure, to the value of forty 
thoufand marks -f, there likewife depofited, 
fell, at the fame time, into the king's hand, 
which in a few days broke the bi (hop's heart, 
already worn with age and infirmity. 

It may, perhaps, not be thought a digref- 
fion to fay fomething of the fortunes of this 
prelate, who, from the loweft beginnings, 
came to be, without difpute, the greateft 
churchman of any fubjeft in his age. It 
happened that the late king Henry, in the 
reign of his brother, being at a village in 
Normandy, wanted a prieft to fay mafs before 
him and his train, when this man, who was 
a poor curate thereabouts, offered his fervice, 
and performed it with fo much dexterity and 
fpeed, that the foldiers who attended the 
• prince recommended him to their mafter, 
upon that account, as a very proper chap- 

• According to Ordericus Vitalis this caftlc was de- 
fended by Maude of Ramjbury\ the bifhop's concubine. 
Mpifcopi ptllex prindpalem munitionem fervnbat. 

t This prelate's treafure is doubtlefs computed by 
the fmaller or Saxon mark ; the ufe of which ftiil pre- 
vailed in England : and even thus computed, it amounts 
to a vaft fum, equal to about 116,350 /. of modern mo- 
ney, 
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lain £>r military men ; but it feeros he had 
pther talents ; for having gotten into the 
prince's fervice, he foon difcovered great ap- 
plication and addrefs, much order and oeco- 
nomy in the management of his matter's for- 
tunes, which were wholly left to his care. 
After Henrys advancement to the crown, 
{his chaplain grew chief in his favour and 
confidence; was made bi(hop oiSalifbury^ 
chancellor of England* employed in all his 
mod weighty affairs, and ufually left vicege- 
rent of the realm while the king was abfent 
in Normandy. He was among the firft that 
fwore fealty to Maude and her iflfue; and 
among the firft that revolted from her to Ste- 
phen, offering fuch reafpns in council for fet- 
ting her afide, as, by the credit and opinion 
of his wifdom, were very prevalent. But 
the king, in a few years, forgot all obliga- 
tions, and the bifhop fell a facrifice in hi; 
old age to thofe treafures he had been fo 
Jong heaping up for its fupport. A juft re- 
ward for his ingratitude towards the prince 
that raifed him, to be ruined by the ingra- 
titude of another, whom he had been fo very 
in ftru mental to raifc. 

But Henry bifhop of tyincbejfer> the pope's 
legate, not able to endure this violation of 
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the church, called a council of all the pre- 
lates to meet at Winchefier* where the king 
being fummoned, appeared by his advocate, 
who pleaded his caufe with much learning; 
and the archbifliop of Rouen coming to the 
council, declared his opinion, That although 
the canons did allow the bifliops to poflefs 
caftles, yet in dangerous times they ought to 
deliver them up to the king. This opinion 
Stephen followed very fteadily, not yielding 
a tittle, although the legate his brother ufed 
ill means, both rough and gentle, to work 
upon him. 

The council of bifliops broke up without 
other efFeft than that of leaving in their 
minds an implacable hatred to the king, in 
a very opportune juncture for the interefts of 
Maude, who, about this time, landed at 
Portfmoutb with her brother Robert earl of 
Glocejier. The whole force fhe brought 
over for this expedition confided but of one 
hundred and forty knights*} for fhe trufted 
altogether in her caufe and her friends. With 
this flender attendance fhe went to Arundel, 

* In thcfe times none ferved on horfeback but gen- 
tlemen or knights, in right of their fiefs, or their re* 
preventatives, called Men at arms ; and each of thcfe 
was attended by at leaft two fervants or retainers 
mounted and armed. 

DtJ 4 and 
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and was there received into the caftle by the 
widow of the late king ; while carl Ro6ert, 
accompanied only by twenty men, marched 
boldly to his own city of Gloce/ier, in order 
to raife forces for the emprefs, where the 
townfmen turned out the king's garrifon as 
ibon as they heard of his approach. 

King Stephen was not furprized at the 
news of the emprcfs's arrival, being a thing 
he had always counted upon, and was long 
preparing himfelf againft. He was glad to 
hear how ill (he was provided, and refolved 
to ufe the opportunity of her brother's ab- 
fence ; for, hading down to Arundel with a 
fufficient ftrength, he laid fiege to the caftle, 
in hopes, by fecuring her peribn, to put a 
ipeedy end to the war. 

But there wanted not fome very near about 
the king, who, favouring the party of Maude, 
had credit enough to prevail with him not 
to venture time and reputation againft an 
impregnable fortrefs, but rather, by with- 
drawing his forces, permit her to retire to 
fome lefs fortified place, where (he might 
more eafily fall into his hands. This advice 
the king took againft his own opinion ; the 
emprefs fled out of Arundel by night ; and, 
after frequent fluffing her ftages through fe- 

veral 



( 409 ) 

veral towns, which had already declared in 
her favour, fixt herfelf at laft at Lincoln ; 
where, having all things provided neceflary 
for her defence, (he refolved to continue, 
and expedt either a general revolt of the Eng- 
lijh to her fide, or the decifion of war between 
the king and her brother. 

1 141. But Stephen, who had purfued the 
emprefs from place to place, hearing (he had 
fhut herfelf up in Lincoln,, refolved to give 
her no reft ; and to help on his defign, it 
fell out that the citizens in hatred to the earl 
of CAe/Ier, who commanded there for the 
emprefs, fent a private invitation to the king, 
with promife to deliver the town and their 
governor into his hands. The king came 
accordingly, and poflefled himfelf of the 
town; but Maude and the earl made their 
cfcape a few days before. However, many 
great perfons of Maude's party remained pri- 
foners to the king, and among the reft the 
earl of Cbejiers wife, who was daughter to 
the carl of Glocejier. Thefe two earls re- 
folving to attempt the relief of their friends, 
marched with all their forces near Lincoln, 
where they found the enemy drawn up and 
ready to receive them. The next morning, 
after battle offered by the lords, and accepted 

by 
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by the king, both fides made ready to en* 
gage. The king having difpofed his cavalry 
on each wing, placed himfelf at the head of 
his foot, in whom he repofed moil confi- 
dence. The army of the lords was divided 
in three bodies ; thofe whom king Stephen 
had banifhed were placed in the middle, the 
carl of Cbejier led the van, and the earl of 
Glocejler commanded the rear. The battle 
was fought at firft with equal advantage, and 
great obliinacy on both fides : at length the 
right wing of the king's horfe, preffed by 
the earl of Cbejler, galloped away, not with- 
out fufpicion of treachery ; the left followed 
the example. The king beheld their flight, 
and encouraging thofe about him, fell with 
undaunted valour upon the enemy ; and be- 
ing for fome time bravely feconded by his 
foot, did great execution. At length-over- 
powered by numbers, his men began to dif- 
perfe, and Stephen was left almoft alone with 
his fword in his hand, wherewith he oppofed 
his perfbn againft a whole victorious army, 
nor durft any be fo hardy to approach him ; 
the fword breaking, a citizen of Lincoln put 
juto his hands a Danijh battle-ax *, with 

* Sim. Duntlmenfis* 

which 
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«rhich he (truck to the ground the eari of 
Cbefter f, who prefumed to come within 
his reach. But this weapon likewife flying 
in pieces with the force of thofe furious 
blows he dealt on all fides, a bold knight of 
the emprefs's party, named William de Keynes, 
laid hold on his helmet, and immediately 
cried out to his fellows, I have got the king* 
Then the reft ran in, and he was taken prw 
foner J. 

The king being thus fecured, was pre*, 
fented to the emprefs, then at Glocejler, and 
by her orders conveyed to Brijlol, where he 
continued in Arid cuftody nine months, al- 
though with honourable treatment for fome 
time, until either upon endeavouring to 
make his efcape, or in malice to the Lonr 
doners, who had a great afFediion for their 
king, he was, by exprefs command from the 
emprefs, laid in irons, and ufed with other 
circumftances of feverity. 

This vidory was followed by a general de- 
fection of almoft the whole kingdom ; and 
the earl of Anjou, hufband to the emprefs^ 
upon the fame of the king's defeat and im? 

f The carl of Cbijier lived neverthelefs to fight othef 
Rattles, and died twelve years afterwards by poifon. 
1 Gtrvas. 
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prifonment, reduced without any difficulty 
the whole duchy of Normandy to his obe- 
dience. 

The legate himfelf, although brother to 
king Stephen, received her at Wincbejler with 
great folemnity, accepted her oath for go- 
verning with juftice, redrefling grievances, 
and fupporting the rights of the Church, and 
took the old conditional one of fealty to her; 
then in an aflembly of bifliops and clergy 
convoked for tile purpofe, he difplayed the 
mifcarriages of his brother, and declared his 
approbation of the cmprefs to be queen ; to 
which they unanimoufly agreed. To com- 
pleat all, he prevailed by his credit with the 
Londoners, who flood out the laft of any, 
to acknowledge and receive her into the 
city, where (he arrived at length in great 
pomp, and with general fatisfa&ion. 

But it was the misfortune of this princefs 
to poflefs many weaknefles that are charged 
to the fex, and very few of its commendable 
qualities : (he was now in peaceable pofleflion 
of the whole kingdom, except the county of 
Kent, where William D'Tpres pretended to 
keep up a fmall party for the king ; when 
by her pride, wilfulnefs, indifcretion, and a 
difobliging behaviour, (he foon turned the 

hearts 
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hearts of all men againft her, and in a fhort 
time loft the fruits of that vidtory and fuc- 
cefs which had been fo hardly gained by the 
prudence and valour of her excellent bro- 
ther. The firft occafion (he took to difcover ' 
the perverfenefs of her nature, was in the 
treatment of Maude, the wife of king Ste- 
phen, a lady of great virtue, and courage 
above her fex, who, coming to the emprefs 
an humble fuitor in behalf of her hufband, 
offered, as a price of his liberty, that he 
fhould refign all pretenfions to the crown* 
and pafs the reft of his life in exile, or in 
a convent : but this requeft was rejected with 
fcorn and reproaches ; and the queen find- 
ing all intreaties to no purpofe, writ to her 
fon Eujiace to let him undcrftand the ill fuc* 
cefs of her negociation, that no relief was 
to be otherwife hoped for than by arms; 
and therefore adviied him to raife. immedi- 
ately what forces he could for the relief of 
his father. 

Her next mifcarriage was towards tht Lon- 
doners, who prefented her a petition for re* 
drefling certain rigorous law^ of her father, 
and reftoring thofe of Edward the Confejfor. 
The emprefs put them off for a time with 
excufes, but at laft difcovered fome difplea- 
4 fure 
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fare at their importunity. The citigensj 
who had with much difficulty been per- 
fuaded to receive her againft their inclina- 
tions, which flood wholly for the king, were 
moved with indignation at her unreafbnabk 
tefufal of their juft demands, and entered 
into a confpiracy to feizc her pcrfon. But 
fhe had timely notice of their defign, and 
leaving the city by night irf dilguife, fled to 
Oxford. 

A third falfe flep the emprcfs made*, was 
in refufing her new powerful friend the le- 
gate a favour he defired in behalf of EuJIace % 
the king's fon, to grant him the lands and 
honours held by his father before he came 
to the crown. She had made large promifesr 
to this prelate, that fhe would be diredted 
in all things by his advice, and to be re- 
fufed upon his firft application a fmali favour 
for his own nephew, flung him to the quick j 
however, he governed his refentments a while; 
but began at the fame time to refume his 
affe&ion for his brother. Thefe thoughts 
were cultivated with great addrefs by queen 1 
Maude, who prevailed at laft fo far upon the 
legate, that private meafures were agreed be-- 

• IVWidtn of Malmtjbury. 

tweedf 
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tween them for reftoring Stephen to his li- 
berty and crown. The bifhop took leave of 
the emprefs, upon fome plaufible pretence, 
and retired to Winchefier* where he gave di- 
rections for fupplying with men and provi- 
fions feveral ftrong caftlcs he had built in his 
diocefe, while the queen with her fon Eu~ 
Jlace prevailed with the Londoners and men 
of Kent to rife in great numbers for the king * 
and a powerful army was quickly on foot, 
under the command of William D'Tpres earl 
of Kent. 

In the mean time the emprefs began to 
be fenfible of the errors (he had committed ; 
and in hope either to retrieve the friendship 
of the legate, or take him prifoner, marched 
with her army to Wincbejter, where being 
received and lodged in the caftle, fhe fent 
immediately for the legate, fpoke much in 
excufe of what was paft, and ufed all endea- 
vours to regain him to her interefts. Bifhop 
Henry ', on the other fide, amufed her with 
dubious anfwers, and kept her in fufpence 
for fome days ; but fent privately at the fame 
time to the king's army, defiring them to 
advance with all poflible fpeed ; which was 
executed with fo much diligence, that the 
emprefs and her brother had only time with 

their 
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tbcT troops to march a back way out of die 

town. They were purfiied by the enemy fo 

dofe in the rear, that the emprefs had hardly 

time, by counterfeiting herfclf dead, to make 

her efcape; in which poiture ihe was carried 

as a corpfc to Glocejtcr; but the earl her 

brother, while he made what oppofition he 

could, with defign to flop her puriuers, was 

himltlf taken prifoner, with great flaughter 

of his men. After the battle, the earl was 

in his turn prefented to queen Maude, and 

by her command fent to Rccbejier to be 

treated in the fame manner with the kin». 

Thus the heads of both parties were each 
in the power of his enemy, and Fortune 
feemed to have dealt with great equality be- 
tween them. Two fadtions divided the whole 
kingdom, and, as it ufually happens, private 
animofities were inflamed by the quarrel c 
the publick ; which introduced a miferabl 
face of things throughout the land, whereo 
the writers of our Engiijb ftory give melan- 
choly delcriptions, not to be repeated in thi 
hiftory i fine* the ufual effe#< 
arc obvious to cooccm 
as ufdcikjD Jiie 
between ' 
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concerned the interefts of the people, this 
was thought a convenient juncture for tranf- 
adting a peace, to which there appeared an 
univerfal difpofition. Several expedients were 
propofed ; but earl Robert would confent 
upon no other terms than the depofing of 
Stephen, and immediate delivery of the crown 
to his fiftcr. Thefe debates lafted for fome 
months, until the two prifoners, weary of 
their long conftraint, by mutual confent were 
exchanged for each other, and all thoughts 
of agreement laid afide. 

The king, upon recovery of his freedom, 
haftened to Lo?idon f to get fupplies of men 
"and money for renewing the war. He there 
found that his brother of Winchejler had, in 
council of bifhops and abbots, renounced 
11 obedience to the emprcfs, and perfuaded 
\ allcmbly to follow his example. The 
te, iti excuie for this proceeding, loaded 
I nfaniy, produced feveral inftances 

L : had broken the oath /he took 

l :ivcd her as queen, and upon 

\ ].•.'■ lience was grounded; faid, 

information that Hie had a 
i life * 
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It mud be confefled that oaths of fealty 
in this prince's reign were feeble ties for 
binding the fubjed to any reafonable degree 
of obedience ; and the warmeft advocates for 
liberty cannot but allow, from thofe exam- 
ples here produced, that it is very poffible 
for people to run upon great extremes in 
this matrer, that a monarch may be too 
much limited, and a fubjeft too little; 
whereof the confequences have been fully 
as pernicious for the time as the worft that 
can be apprehended from arbitrary power in 
all its heights, although not perhaps fo lad- 
ing or fo hard to be remedied ; fince all the 
xniferies of this kingdom, during the period 
we are treating of, were manifeftly owing to 
that continual violation of fuch oaths of alle- 
giance, as appear to have been contrived on 
purpofc by ambitious men to be broken at 
pleafure, without the leaft apprehenlion of 
perjury, ami in the mean time keep the prince 
in a continual flavifh dependance. 

The earl of Glocejler, foon after his re- 
leafe, went over into Normandy^ where he 
found the earl of Artjou employed in com* 
pleating the conqueft of that duchy ; there 
he delivered him the fonsof feveral EnzWh 
noblemen, to be kept as hoflages for their 

fathers 
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father* fidelity to the emprefs, and ufed maftjr 
arguments for perfuading him to come over 
in pcrfbn with an army to her afliftance : but 
Geoffry excufed himf-lf by the importance 
of other affairs, and the danger of expoling 
the dominions he had newly acquired to re- 
bellions in his abfence. However, he lent 
the earl of Glocejler a fupply of four hundred 
men, and fent along with him his eldeft fort 
Henry f to comfort his mother, and be (hewn 
to the people. 

During the (hort abfence of the earl of 
Glocejler, the emprefs was clofely befieged in 
Oxford by the king ; and provifions begin- 
ning to fail, (he was in truel apprehenfions 
of falling into his hands. This gave her ocr 
cafion to put in pTa&ice the only talent where* 
in (he feemed to excel, which was that of 
contriving fomc little (hift or expedient to 
fecure her perfon upon any fudden emer- 
gency. A long feafon of froft had made the 
Thames paflable upon the ice, and much fnow 
lay on the ground; Mailde with fome few at* 
tendants clad a\l in white, to avoid being dis- 
covered from the king's camp, crofled the 
river at midnight on foot, and travelling all 
night, got fafe to Wallingford caftle, where 
her brother and young fon Henry , newly re- 
E e 2 turned 
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turned from France, arrived foon after, to> 
her great fatisfadtion : but Oxford, immedi- 
ately upon the news of her flight, furren- 
dered to the king. 

However, this difgrace was fully compen- 
fated foon after by another of the fame kind, 
which happened to king Stephen -, for whilft 
he and his brother of Wincbejier were forti- 
fying a nunnery at Wilton^ to bridle his ene- 
mies at Salijbury, who very much harrafled 
thofe parts by their frequent excurfions, the- 
earl of Ghcejler, who watched all opportu- 
nities, came unaware with a ftrong body of 
men, and fet fire on the nunnery while the 
king himfelf was in it. Stephen, upon the- 
fudden furprize of the thing, wholly loft or 
forgot his ufual courage, and fled (harm- 
fully away, leaving his foldiers to be cut ia. 
pieces by the earl. 

During the reft of the war, although it 
lafted nine years longer, there is little me- 
morable recorded by any writer; whether 
the parties being pretty equal, and both fuf- 
ficiently tired with fo long a contention,, 
wanted vigor and fpirit to make a thorough 
conqueft, and only endeavoured to keep what 
they had, or whether the multitude of ftrong 
caftles, whofc number daily increafed, made 

it 
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-*it very difficult to end a war between two 
-contending powers almoft in balance ; let the v 
jcaufe be what it will, the whole time patted 
in mutual fieges, furprizes, revolts, furren- 
ders of fortified places, without any decifive 
a (51 ion, or other event of importance to be 
related. By which at length the very genius 
of the people became wholly bent upon a 
lifeoffpoil, robbery, and plunder 5 many of 
the nobles, although pretending to hold 
* their caftles for the king or the emprefs, 
Jived like petty indep endant princes in a per- 
petual ftate of war againft their neighbours ; 
the fields lay uncultivated, all the arts of civil 
iife were banifhed, no veneration left for fa- 
cred perfons or things; in fhort, no law, 
truth, or religion among men, but a fcene 
of nniverfal mifery, attended with all the 
-confequences of an embroiled and diftradted 
itate. 

About the eleventh year of the king's reign, 
young Henry, now growing towards a man, 
was fent for to France by a meflage from 
his father, who was defirous to fee him ; but 
♦left a confiderable party in England, to ad- 
here to his mterefts; and in a fhort time 
-after (as fome write *) the emprefs herfelf 

* Gtrvas. 
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grown weary of contending any longer in a 
Caufe where Hie had met with nothing but 
misfortunes of her own procuring, left the 
kingdom likewife, and retired to her hut 
band. Nor was this the only good fortune 
that befel Stephen; for before the year ended, 
the main prop and pillar of his enemies was 
taken away by death ; this was Robert earl 
tofGloceJier, than whom there have been few 
private perfons known in the world that dc- 
ferve a fairer place and character in the re* 
gifters of time, for his inviolable faith, 
difinterefted friendship, indefatigable zeal, 
and firm conftancy to the caufe he efpoufedt 
and unparalleled generofity in the condufi 
thereof: he adhered to his fifter in all her 
fortunes, to the ruin of his own ; he placed 
£ crown on her head ; and when fhe had 
loft it by her folly and perverfeneis, refufe4 
the greateft offers from a vi&orious enemy, 
who had him in his power, and chofe to 
(continue a prifoner rather than recover his 
liberty by any hazard to her pretenfions : he 
bore up her finking title in ipight of her 
oyn frequent mifcarriages, and at laft diecj 
in her caufe by a fever contracted with per- 
petual toils for her fervice. An example fit 
p be fhewq the world, although few per- 
ils 
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haps are like to follow it ; but however, a 
fmall tribute of praife, juftly due to extraor- 
dinary virtue, may prove no ill expedient to 
encourage imitation. 

But the death of this lord, together with 
the ab fence of the emprefs and her fon in 
France, added very little to the quiet or fe- 
curity of the king. For the earl oiGlocefter, 
fufpedting the fidelity of the lords, had, with 
great fagacity, delivered their fons to the earl 
of Anjou, to be kept as pledges for their fa- 
ther's fidelity, as wc have before related : by 
which means a powerful party was ftill kept 
up againft Stephen, too ftrong to be fuddenly 
broken. Befides, he had, by an unufual drain 
of his condudt, lately loft much good will, 
as well as reputation, in committing an adt 
of violence and fraud on the perfon of the 
earl of Cbejier, a principal adherent of the 
emprefs. This nobleman, of great power 
and pofleffions, had newly reconciled himfelf 
to Stephen, and came to his court at North- 
ampton, where, againft all laws of hofpita- 
lity, as well as common faith and jultice, 
he was committed to prifon, and forced to 
buy his liberty with the forrender of Lin- 
coin, and all his other places, into the king's 
hands. 

• E e 4 Affairs 
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Affairs continued in this turbulent poftqre 
about two years, the nobles neither trufting 
the king nor each other. The number of 
caftles ftill increafed, which every man who 
had any pofleflions was forced to build, or 
elfe become a prey to his powerful 
1 149 neighbours. This was thought a 
convenient jundture, by the emprefs 
and her friends, for fending young prince 
Henry to try his fortune in England, where 
he landed at the head of a confiderable num- 
ber of horfe and foot, although he was then 
but fixteen years old. Immediately after his 
arrival he went to Carli/Ie, where he fnet his 
coufin David king of Scots, by whom he 
was made knight, after the ufual cuftom of 
young princes and noblemen in that age. 
The king of England, who had foon intelli- 
gence of Henrys landing and motion, march- 
ed down to fecure Tori, againft which he 
expedted the firft attempt of his enemy was 
defigned. But, whatever the caufe might 
be (wherein the writers of thofe ages are 
either filent or unfatisfa&ory) both armies 
remained at that fecure diftance for three 
months, after which Henry returned 
1 1 5 back to Normandy y leaving the king- 
dom in the ftate of confufion he 
found it at his coming. 

The 
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The fortunes of this young prince Henry 
Fitz-emprefs now began to advance by great 
and fudden fteps, whereof it will be no di- 
greflion to inform the reader, as well upon 
the connexion they have with the affairs at 
home about this time, as becaufe they con- 
cern the immediate fucceifor to the crown. 

1 1 5 1 . Prince Henrys voyage to France 
was foon followed by the death of his father 
Geoff ry earl of Anjou, whereby the fon be- 
came poflefTed of that earldom, to- 
gether with the duchy of Normandy ; 1 153 
but in a (hort time after he very 
much enlarged his dominions by a marriage, 
in wJiich he confulted his reputation left 
than his advantage. For Louis the Toung, 
king of France, was lately divorced from his 
wife Eleanor, who, as the French writers 
relate, bore a great contempt and hatred to 
her hufband, and had long defired fuch a fe- 
paration. Other authors give her not fo fair 
a chara&er : but whatever might be the real 
caufe, the pretext was confanguinity in the 
fourth degree *. Henry was content to ac- 
cept 



* Whether the pretext were affinity or confanguinity, 
is not quite agreed among hiftorians : but it feems clear, 
that the real caufe of the reparation was the jealoufy of 

the 
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cept this lady with all her faults, and in her 
right •(• became duke of Aquitain, and earl 
otPoitou, very confiderable provinces, added 
to his other dominions. 

But the (wo kings of France and England 
began to apprehend much danger from the 
fudden greatnefs of a young ambitious prince; 
and their interefts were jointly concerned to 
check his growth. Duke Henry was now 

the king, and his impatience under the fcandal of her 
amours. The proceedings of a council fummoned at 
Beaugenci^ in the year 1 151, for the purpofe of this di- 
vorce, are related by M. Bayle, who is never more prolix 
than when he meets with ladies like Eleanor , renowned 
for beauty, learning, and gallantry. He gives us the 
harangue of the biihop of Langres in that aflembly ; 
who took' the liberty of inveighing bitterly ajgainft the 
Jewdnefs of the queen. The archbifliop of bourdtaux, 
a more decent man, was for hufhing that charge, and 
propofed another more honourable motive for repara- 
tion, by (hewing that the king and queen were related 
in a degree wherein marriage is unlawful. The hint 
was taken ; the proceedings changed ; and on this 
ground a marriage, which for fourteen years had been 
unqueftioncd, was now pronounced void. The queen 
being told what turn things had taken, fwooned, fell 
from her chair, continued above two hours fpeechlefs : 
at length, coming to herfelf, and turning her bright and 
blue eyes on the company prefent, fhe faid, fc?V. Vid. 
Boyle's Did. article Louis VII." 

f This Eleanor was daughter and heirefs of JVuliam 
the laft duke of rf qui tain and earl Poitou. She made af- 
terwards a great figure in England-, railed rebellion 
againft the king her hufband ; fuffered long imprifon- 
nient; but furvived her troubles, her hufband, and her 
pldeftfon -(Richard I.) dying in the year 1203. 

ready 
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ready to fail for England, in a condition to 
afTert his title upon more equal terms ; when 
the king of France ', in conjunction with £«- 
Jiace, king Stephens fon, and Geoffry, the 
duke's own brother, fuddenly entred into his 
dominions with a mighty army ; took the 
caftle of Neumarcbt by ftorra, and laid fiege 
to that of Angers. The duke, by this in- 
cident, was forced to lay afide his thoughts 
of England, and marching boldly towards the 
enemy, refolved to relieve the befieged ; but 
finding they had already taken the caftle, he 
thought it beft to make a diverfion, by car- 
rying the war into the enemy's country, where 
he left all to the mercy of his foldiers, fur- 
prized and burnt feveral caftles, and made 
great devaftations wherever he came. This 
proceeding anfwered the end for which it 
was defigned; -the king of France thought 
he had already done enough for his honour, 
and began to grow weary of a ruinous war, 
which was likely to be protradted. The con- 
ditions of a peace, by the intervention of 
jbme religious men, were foon agreed. The 
duke, after fome time fpent in fettling his af- 
fairs, and preparing all things neceflary for 
frjs ijuendttl expedition, fet fail for England, 

whero 
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where he landed % the fame year in the 
depth of winter, with a hundred and forty 
knights, and three thoufand foot. 

Some time before Henry landed, the king 
1iad conceived a project to difappoint his de- 
figns, by confirming the crown upon him- 
felf and his own pofterity ||. He fent for the 
archbifliop of Canterbury, wkh Several other 
prelates, and propofed that his fon Eujiace 
Ihould be crowned king with all the ufual 
iblemnity : but the bifhops abfolutely refufed 
to perform the office, by exprefs orders from 
the pope, who was an enemy to Stephen* 
partly upon account of his unjuft or declin- 
ing caufe, but chiefly for his ftrid: alliance 
with the king of France* who was then en- 
gaged in a quarrel againft that fee, upon a 
Very tender point relating to the revenues of 
vacant churches. The king and his fon were 
i)oth enraged at the bifliops' refufal, and kept 
them prifoners in the chamber where they 
aflembled, with many threats to force them 
to a compliance, and fome other circum- 
ftances of rigour; but all to no purpofe, fo 

% The place where he landed is not mentioned by 
our hiftcrians. It was probably in the weft of England* 
as the firft garrifoned town he attacked was Malmsbury. 

{) GcrvaSy Hm\ Huntingdon. 

that 
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that he was at length forced to defift. But 
the archbifhop, to avoid further vexation, 
fled the realm. 

This contrivance of crowning the fon dur- 
ing the life and reign of the father, which 
appears fo abfurd in fpeculation, was actu- 
ally performed in the fucceeding reign, and 
feems to have been taken up by thofe two 
princes of French birth and extra&ion, in 
imitation of the like practice in their native 
country *, where it was ufual for kings grown 
old and infirm, or fwayed by paternal indul- 
gence, to receive their eldeft fon into a fhare 
of the adminiftration, with the title of king; 
a cuftom borrowed, no doubt, from the later 
emperors of Rome, who adopted their Cafars 
after the like manner. 

1 153. The king was employed in his 
ufual exercife of befieging caftles when the 
news was brought of Henry $ arrival. He 
left the work he was about, and marched 
diredlly againft the duke, who was then fat 
down before Malmejbury. But Stephen forced 
him to raife the fiege, and immediately offer- 
ed him battle. The duke, although his 
army was much encreafed by continual re- 
volts, thought it beft to gain time* being 

* Mezeray* 
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ftill in number far inferior to the king, ant! 
therefore kept himfclf ftrongly entrenched. 
There is fome difference among writers about 
the particulars of this war : however, it is 
generally agreed, "that in a (hort time after, 
the two armies met, and were prepared for 
battle, when the nobles on both fides, either 
dreading the confequences, or weary of a 
tedious war, prevailed with the king and 
duke to agree to a truce for fome days in 
order to a peace ; which was violently op- 
pofed by Eufiace, the king's fon, a youth of 
great fpirit and courage, becaufe he knew 
very well it could not be built but upon the 
ruin of his interefts ; and therefore finding he 
could not prevail, he left the army in a rage, 
and, attended by fome followers, endeavoured 
to fatiate his fury, by deftroying the coun- 
try in his march : But in a few days, as he 
fat at dinner in a caftle of his own, he fell 
fuddenly dead, either through grief, mad- 
ness, or poifon. 

The truce was now expired, and the duke 
began to renew the war with frefli vigour i 
bup the king was wholly difpirited upon 
this fatal accident, and now firft began to 
entertain re.d thoughts of a peace. He had 
loft a fon whom he dearly loved, and with 

him 
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him he like wife loft the alliance of the French 
king, to whofe fifter the young prince was 
married. He had indeed another fon left, 
but little efteemed by the nobles and people; 
nor, as it appears, much regarded by his 
father. He was now in the decline of his 
age, decayed in his health, forfaken by his 
friends, who, fince the death ofEuJlace, fell 
daily from him ; and having no further care 
at heart for his pofterity, he thought it high 
time to feek repofe for his perfon. The no- 
bles foon obferved this difpofition in their 
king, which was fo agreeable to their own ; 
therefore, by general confent, Theobald arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury was appointed media- 
tor between both princes. All matters were 
foon agreed ; an aflfembly of lords was con- 
vened at Wmcbejler, where the king received 
the duke with great marks of courtefy and 
kindnefs. There the peace was confirmed 
by the king's charter, wherein are exprefled 
the terms of agreement. But I fhall relate 
only the principal. 

The king, by this charter, acknowledged 
Henry for lawful fucceffor to the crown ; in 
which capacity all the nobles paid him ho- 
mage : and Henry himfelf, with his party, 
paid homage to Stephen. There is likewifq 
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i rcfervation for William, the king's foh, of 
all the honours poffefled by his father before 
he came to the crown. The king likewife 
acknowledges the obedience of his fubje&s 
to be no longer due to him than he /hall ob- 
ferve the conditions of this charter. And for 
the performance of thefe articles, the arch- 
bifhops and bifhops were appointed guaran- 
tees. There were fome other articles agreed 
on, which are not mentioned in the charter ; 
as, a general pardon ; a restitution, to the 
right owners, of thofe lands and poflcflions, 
which had been ufurped in the time of the 
troubles ; that all caftles built during the war 
fhould be razed to the ground, which are 
laid to have been above eleven hundred ; that 
the rights of the church fhould be preferred 3 
with other matters of lefs moment. 

Thus, by the prudence of archbifhop Theo- 
bald, the moderation of the two princes en- 
gaged, and the univerfal inclination of the 
people, a happy period was put to this tedi- 
ous and troublefome war : men began to 
have the profpedt of a long peace ; nor was 
it eafy to forefee what could poflibly arile to 
difturb it; when difcovery was made, by 
accident, of a mod horrible piece of trea- 
chery, which, if it had met with fuccefs, 

would 
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would have once more fct the whole nation 
in a flaipe. The duke, after the peace, at- 
tended the king to London* to be fhewn to 
the people as the undoubted fucceflbr to the 
crown -, and having made a progrefs together 
through fome other parts of the kingdom, 
they came to Canterbury ; where Henry re- 
ceived i rivate notice of adefign upon his life. 
It hath been already obferved, that the king 
employed in his wars a body of F/em'ngs, to 
the great difcontent of his own fubjedts, with 
whom they were very ungracious. Thefe 
foreigners were much difcontented at the 
peace, whereby they were likely to become 
ufelefs and burthenfome to the prefent king, 
and hateful to the fucceflbr. To prevent 
which, the commanders among them began 
to pradtife upon the levity and ambition of 
William the king's fon. They urged the in- 
dignity he had received in being deprived of 
his birth right; offered to fupport his title 
by their valour, as they had done that of his 
father -, and, as an earneft of their intentions, 
to remove the chief impediment by difpatch- 
ing his rival out of the world. The young 
prince was eafily wrought upon to be at the 
head of this confpiracy ; time and place were 
fixt; when, upon the day appointed, Wi{- 
Vol. VL Ff Ham 
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Ham broke his leg by a fall from his horfej 
and the confpirators wanting their leader im- 
mediately difperfed. This difappointmentand 
delay, as it ufu ally happens among confpira- 
tors, were foon followed by a difcovery of 
the whole plot, whereof the duke, with great 
difcretion, made no other ufe than to con- 
fult his own fafety ; therefore, without any 
fliew of fufpjcion or difpleafure, he took leave 
of the king, and returned to Normandy. 

1 1 54. Stephen lived not above a year to 
fhare the happinefs of this peace with his 
people, in which time he made a progrefe 
through moft parts of the kingdom, where 
he gained univerfal love and veneration, by 
a moft affable and courteous behaviour to all 
men. A few months after his return he 
went to Dever, to have an interview with 
the earl of Flanders * ; where, after a fhort 
ficknefs, he died of the Iliac paflion, toge- 
ther with his old diftemper the hemor- 
rhoids, upon the twenty-fifth day of Offerer, 
in the forty-ninth year of his age, and the 
nineteenth of his reign. 



* The earl of Flanders was a potent fovereigit on the 
Continent, and had landed at Dover, in order to meet 

and confer with the king. 
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tie was a prince of wonderful endoW* 
jnents, both in body and mind : in his per* 
fon tall and graceful, of great ftrength as 
Well as vigour: he had a large portion of 
mtoft virtues that can be ufeful in a king to* 
Wards the happinefs of his fubjedts or him- 
lelf 5 curtefy and valour, liberality and cle- 
mency, in ah crpinent degree; efpecially the 
lift, which he carried to an extreme, though 
very pardonable, yet hardly confuting with 
prudence, or his own fafety. If we except 
his ufurpation of the crown, he muftbe al- 
lowed a pf iftce of great juftice, which moft 
writers affirm to have been always unble- 
mifhed, except in that fingle inftance : for, 
as to his treatment of the bifhops and the earl 
of Cbtfter> it feems very excufeable by the 
neceflity of the time ; and it was the general 
opinion, if he had not ufed that proceeding 
with the latter, it would have coft him his 
crown. Perhaps his injuftice to the empreft 
might likewife admit a little extenuation. 
Four kings fucceffively had fat on the throne 
without any regard to lineal defcent ; a period 
beyond the memory of moft men then alive ; 
whereby the people had loft much of that 
devotion they were ufed to bear towards an 
eftablifhed fucceflion : befides, the govern- 
F f 2 ment 
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merit of a woman was then a thing unknown, 
and for that reafon difliked by all who pro- 
feiTed to hate innovations. 

But the wifdom of this prince was by no 
means equal to the reft of his virtues. He 
came to the crown upon as fair a title as 
his predeceflbr, being ele&ed by the general 
confent of the nobles, through the credit of 
his brother, and his own perfonal merit. 
He had no disturbance for fome time, which 
he might eafily have employed in fettling 
the kingdom, and acquiring the love of his 
people. He had treafure enough to raife and 
pay armies, without burthening the fubjedt. 
His competitor was a woman, whofe fex was 
the leaft of her infirmities, and with whom 
he had already compounded for his quiet by 
aconfiderable penfion : yet with all thefe ad- 
vantages he feldom was mafter of above half 
the kingdom at once, and that by the force 
of perpetual ftruggling, and with frequent 
danger of lofing the whole. The principal 
difficulties he had to encounter, appear to 
have been manifeft confequences of feveral 
mod imprudent fteps in his condudt, where- 
of many instances have been produced in the 
hiftory of his reign ; iuch as, the unlimited 
permiffion of building caflles s his raifing the 

fiege 
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fiege of a weak place where the emprefs was 
ftiut up, and muft, in a few days, have fallen 
into his hands ; his employing the Flemings 
in his wars, and favouring them above his 
own fubjedts ; and laftly, that abortive pro- 
ject of crowning his fon, which procured him 
at once the hatred and contempt of the cler- 
gy, by difcovering an inclination to violence 
and injuftice that he durft not purfue : 
whereas, it was nothing elfe but an effeft 
of that hafty and fudden difpofition ufually 
afcribed to thofe of his country, and in a 
peculiar manner charged to this prince : for 
authors give it as a part of his charadter, to 
be hot and violent in the beginning of an 
enterprize, but to darken and grow cold in 
the profecution. 

He had a juft fenfe of religion, and was 
frequent in attending the fervice of the 
church, yet reported to be no great friend 
of the clergy ; which, however, is a general 
imputation upon all the kings of this realm 
in that and fome fucceeding reigns, and by 
no means perfonal to this prince, who de- 
fended it as little as any. 

1 do not find any alterations during this 
reign in the meetings of general aflemblies, 
further than that the cannons do not feem 

h 3 to 
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to have been reprefented in any of them ; for 
which I can affign no other reafon than the 
w;ill of the king, or the difturbance of the 
time *. I obferve $fre word Parliament is 
tjfed promifcuoufly among authors, for a ge- 
neral affembly of nobles, and for a council of 
bifhops, or fynod of the clergy ; which ren- 
ders this matter too perplexed to afcertain 
any thing about it. 

As for affairs of the church, that defervc 
particular mention, I have not met with any; 
unlefs it fliould be worth relating, that Henry 
bifhop olWinchefter % the pope's legate, who 
held frequent fynods during this reign, was 
the firft introducer pf appeals to Rome, in 
this kingdom, for which he is blamed by all 
the monkifh hjftprians who give us the ac? 
count. 

* The rife and hiftory of Parliament had not been 
cleared up when the Do&or writ in the beginning of 
this current century. It is certain, that the Commouq 
pad as yet never been ret>rcfcntec|. 
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The REIGN of 

HENRY the SECOND. 
A. FRAGMENT. 

& A HE fpirit of war and contention, 1 1 54 
i which had for a long time poflefled 
> : the nation, became fo effectually laid during 
^ the laft year of king Stephen's reign, that no 
alteration or difturbance enfued upon his 
death, although the new king *, after he 
bad received intelligence of it, was detained 
fix weeks -j- by cohtrary winds : befides, the 
opinion of this prince's power and virtues, 
had already begotten fo great an awe and re- 
verence for him among the people, that upon 
his arrival he found tfye whole kingdom in a 
profound peace. He landed at Hojlreham \, 
about the beginning of December^ was re- 
ceived at Winchejler by a great number of 

* Henry was at that time befieging a caftle on the 
frontiers of Normandy. 

•f Five weeks at the moft ; a month, faith Brampton. 

{ At Hojlreham^ faith Gcrvafe. This place is not 
eafy to be found ; however, it muft be on the Suffix cr 
Hampjhire coaft, becaufe the king went dircfily from 
the place of his landing to IVinchefler. Carte fays he 
Janded Dtx. 8. near Hurfl caftle in the Nav Forejt. 
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the nobility, who came there to attend and 
fwear fealty to him, and three weeks after 
was crowned at Wejlminjler, about the twen- 
ty-third year of his age. 

For the further fettling of the kingdom, 
after the long diftradtions in the preceding 
reign, he feized on all the caftles which re- 
mained undeftroyed fince the lart peace be- 
tween him and king Stephen; where f fome 
he demolifhed, and trufted others to the go- 
vernment of perfons in whom he could con- 
fide. 

But that which moft contributed to the 
quiet of the realm, and the general fatisfac- 
tion of his fubje&s, was a proclamation pub- 
lished, commanding all foreigners to leave 
England, inforcedwith a mofteffe&ual claufe, 
whereby a day was fixt, after which it fhould 
be capital for any of them to appear ; among 
thefe was William D'lpres earl of Kent, whofe 
pofleffions the king feized into his own hands. 

Thefe foreigners, generally called Flemings 
by the writers of the Engli/b ftory, were a 
fort of vagabond foldiers of fortune, who in 
thofe ages, under feveral denominations, in- 
fefled other parts of Europe as well as Eng- 
land: they were a mixt people, natives of 
Arragon^ Navarre, Bifcay % Brabant, and 
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other parts of Spain and Flanders. They 
were ready to be hired to whatever prince 
thought fit to employ them, but always upon 
condition to have full liberty of plundei and 
fpoil. Nor was it an eafy matter to get rid 
of them, when there was no further need of 
their fervice. In England t ncv were always 
hated by the people, and by this prince in 
particular, whole continual enemies they had 
been. 

After the expulfion of thefe foreigners, 
and the forcing a few refraftory lords to a 
furrender of their caftles, king henry* like 
a wife prince, began to confider that a time 
of fettled peace was the fitted jundure to re- 
cover the rights of the crown, which had 
been loft by the war. He therefore refumed, 
by his royal authority, all crown lands that 
had been alienated by hispredeceffor; alledg- 
ing that they were unalienable in themfelves, 
and befides, that the grants were void, as 
coming from an ufurper. Whether fuch 
proceedings are agreeable with juftice, I 
fhall not examine; but certainly a prince 
cannot better confult his own fafety than by 
difabling thofe whom he renders difcontent, 
which is effectually done no other way but 
by depriving them of their pofleflions. 

1156, 
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1 1 56. While the king was thus employed 
at home, intelligence came that his brother 
Geoffry was endeavouring by force to poflefs 
himfelf of the earldom of Anjou> to which 
he had fair pretenfions ; for their father con- 
fidering what vaft dominions would fall to 
his eldeft fon, bequeathed that earldom to the 
fecond in his laft ficknefs, and commanded 
his nobles then about him, to take an oath 
that they would not fuflfer his body to be 
buried until Henry (who was then abfent) 
fhould fwear to obferve his will. The duke 
of Normandy, when he came to affift at his 
father's obfequies, and found that without 
his compliance he muft draw upon himfelf 
the fcandal of keeping a father unburied, 
took the oath that was exatfed for obfervance 
of his will, though very much agamft his 
own. But after he was in poflcflion of Eng- 
land, whether it were that his ambition en- 
larged with his dominions, or that from the 
beginning he had never intended to obferve 
what he had fworn, he prevailed with pope 
Adrian (of EngKJb birth) to difpenfe with 
his oath, and in the fecond year of his reign 
went over into Normandy, drove his brother 
intirely out of Anjou, and forced him to ac- 
cept a penfion for his maintenance. But the 
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young prince, through the refentment of thi$ 
unnatural dealing, in a fliort time died of 
grief. 

Nor was his treatment more favourable to 
the king of Scots, whom, upon a flight pre- 
tence, he took occafion to difpoflefs of Car* 
lijUt Newcajile, and other places granted by 
the emprefs to that prince's father, for his 
fervices and afliftance in her quarrel againft 
Stephen. 

Having thus recovered whatever he had 
any title to demand, he began to look out for 
new acquifitions. Ireland was in that age a 
country little known in the world. The le«» 
gates fent fometimes thither from the court 
of Rome, for urging the payment of annats, 
or dire&ing other Church affairs, reprefented 
the inhabitants as a favage people, overrun, 
with harbarifm and fuperftition : for indee4 
no nation of Europe, where the Chriftian re-? 
ligioa received fo early and univerftl admit- 
tance, was ever fo late or (low in feeling its 
effects upon their manners and civility * t 
Inftead of refining their manners by their 
faith, they had fuffcred their faith to be cor- 

* The Irijh had been very learned in former ages, 
but had declined for feveral centuries before the re(gn 
pf Henry II. VM. Bed*. 
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rupted by their manners ; true religion being 
almoft defaced, both in doctrine and difci- 
pline, after a long courfe of time, among a 
people wholly funk in ignorance and barba- 
rity. There feem to have been two reafons 
why the inhabitants of that ifland continued 
fb long uncultivated ; firft, their fubjediion 
or vaflalage to fo many petty kings, whereof 
a great number is mentioned by authors, be- 
fides thofe four or five ufually afligned to the 
feveral provinces. Thefe princes were en- 
gaged in perpetual quarrels, in doing or re- 
venging injuries of violence, or luft, or trea- 
chery, or injuftice, which kept them all in 
a continual ftate of war. And indeed there 
is hardly any country, how renowned foever 
in ancient or modern ftory, which may not 
be traced from the like original. Neither 
can a nation come out from this ftate of con- 
fufion, until it is either reduced under one 
head at home, or by force or conqueft be- 
comes fubjedt to a foreign adminiftration. 

The other reafon why civility made fuch 
late entrances into that ifland, may be im- 
puted to its natural iituation, lying more out 
of the road of commerce or conqueft than 
any other part of the known world. All 
the intercourfe the inhabitants had, was only 
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with the weftern coafts of Wales and Scot- 
land, from whence, at lead in thofe ages, 
they were not like to learn very much po- 
litenefs. 

1 1 55. The king, about the fecond year of 
his reign, fent ambaffadors to pope Adrian, 
with injunctions to defire his licence for re- 
ducing the favage people of Ireland from 
their brutifti way of living, and fubje&ing 
them to the crown of England. The king 
proceeded thus, in order to fet up a title to 
the iiland, wherein the pope himfelf pre- 
tended to be lord of the fee ; for in his let- 
ter, which is an anfwer and grant to the 
king's requefts, he infifts upon it, that all 
iflands, upon their admitting the Chriftian 
faith, become fubjeft to the fee of Rome; 
and the Irijh themfelves avowed the fame 
thing to fome of the firft conquerors. In 
that fore-mentioned letter, the pope highly 
praifes the king's generous defign *, and re- 
commends to him the civilizing the natives, 
the protedion of the Church, and the pay- 
ment of teter-pence. The ill fuccefs of all 
paft endeavours to procure from a people fo 
miferable and irreligious this revenue to the 

• Rad. dt Diceto. 

holy 
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ftoly fee, Was a main inducement with the 
pope to be eafy and liberal in his grant ; for 
the kirig ptofefled a defign of fecuring its re* 
gular payment. However, this expedition 
was not undertaken until fome years after, 
when there happened an incident to fet it 
forward, as we (hall relate in its place. * 
*********** 
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HENRY the SECOND'S Charade 

Extrafted from the MONKS. 

Hard to gather his Charadter from fuch 
bad Authors. 

J\ WISE prince, to whom other princes 
referred their differences ; and had ambafla- 
dors from both empires, Eaft and Weft, as 
well as others, at once in his court. 

Strong and brawny body, patient of cold 
and heat, big head, broad breaft, broken 
voice, temperate in meat, ufing much exer- 
cife, juft ftature, forma eleganti/Jima, colore 
fubrufo, oculis glaucis % fharp wit, very great 
memory, conftancy in adverfity [and] in fe- 
licity, except at laft he yielded, becaufe al- 
moft forfaken of all ; liberal, impofed few 
tributes, excellent foldier and fortunate, wife 
and not unlearned. His vices: mild andpro- 
mifing in adverfity, fierce and hard, and a 
violator of faith in profperity ; covetous to 
his domefticks and children, although libe- 
ral to foldiers and ftrangers, which turned 
the former from him; loved profit more 
than juftice ; very luftful, which like wife 
7 . turned 
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turned his Tons and others from him. Ro- 
famond and the labyrinth at Woodftock. Not 
very religious * ; mortuos milites lugens plus 
quam vivos amansi largus in publico », parens 
in privato. Conftant in love and hatred, falfe 
to his word, morofe, a lover of eafe. Op- 
preflbr of nobles, fullen, and a delayer of 

juftice ; verbo varius & verfutus Ufed 

churchmen well after Beckefs death ; cha- 
ritable to the poor, levied few taxes, hated 
daughter and cruelty -f. A great memory, 
and always knew thofe he once faw. 

Very indefatigable in his travels backwards 
and forwards to Normandy, &c. of moft end- 

lefs defires to increafe his dominions. * * 

*********** 

Catera defiderantur. 

* Brompton. t GiraljU 
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